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CHAP. i. 

XJUDLEY had deelined taking bis a(> 
eustomed airing wlth' the doetor, as he 
had letters whieh he was desirous of Anish- 
ing in the marning. While he was thus 
busily engaged^ he was surprised by the 
servants announeing the duke of Fitz* 
Aubin. Rising hastily, he eame forward 
to meet his graee, who imme,diately oifer- 
ed him his hand, and expressed his sorrow 
at Snding.him an invalid. 

'' But/' said the duke, " I have that to 

^eommunieate^ whieh^ I trust^ will do more 

^owards your recovery than the skill of 

voL. u, B your 
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your physieian, You are perfectly aware, 
Mr. Dudley, that I onee sufFered myself 
to believe that I was the happy being 
destined to beeome the husband of lord 
Mortimer's lovely daughter." 

Dudley bowed. His pallid eounte- 
nanee^ and the interesting languor of 
his appearanee, touehed the benevolent 
heart of the duke, who, smiling on him 
with the expression of a guardian angel, 
said — '" IWrsuperior merit, Mr. Dud- 
ley, rendered all jny hopes rallaeious. 
The angelie Althea gave you her love, 
and rewarded me for the loss of that, by 
bestowing on me her friendship. When 
lord Mortimer hurried oiT his daughter 
from London, I was ignorant of your 
marriage, and consequently bf the ser- 
vice I might have aATorded you. 1 went 
with a party of friends on a rambling 
€xcursion, and only returned yesterday. 
It was then 1 beeame acquainted with 
the important seeret of my adbpted &is« 
ler, as my mother bad forbore to write 

to 
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T«E HTCaCftITfi. 5 

to itie> not being perfeclly sure vrhere 
the letter would find me. I hastened to 
you tbis morning^ to offer you every as- 
sistatiee in my power, towards recovering 
your w^fe, and to assure y ou ( though to 
a mind lilee yours it is unneeessary ), that 
the happiness of the eountess is dearer 
W me than existence, and «that, to pro- 
mote it, I voluntariIy resigned (ignorant 
as I then was of her marriage) my just 
pretensions -to the glory of ealling her 
mine. The sacrificel made is great, and 
will eost me dear ; yet you may safely 
eommand ray fortune, nay, even my life, 
if it will en&ure the repose of Althea." 

Dudley, astonished at the noble mag- 
naniraity and godiike generosity of the 
duke, would have &llen at his feet ; but 
his graee prevented him> and evea sup- 
ported his enfeebled body in his arms. , 

** I know what your gratitude would 
gtve utteranee to^" said he; ^' but let ps 
<aJk of Althea.-— Howean I serve you ?~ 

^ 8 2 how 
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hq>¥ ica|) I restore to her the hwsband of 
her ehoiee?'* 

Dudley, in a voice broken by his agi- 
ta^ion^ replied — '' I will not, my lord, 
hurt the delieaey of your reelings, by at- 
tempting to delineate mine. You, who 
eould so nobly resign the object of your 
aATeetions, are best ealeulated to appre- 
eiate the gratitude^ theadmiration, yoiir- 
fielf has 'existed. Sueh eonduet makes 
me f€et little; and I only regret, that, 
during my whole life, it will never be in 
my power to prove what, at present, I 
have no words to express." 

" Yes, Dudley, you possess full power 
to more than repay what the victory oyer 
passion and inelination has eost me. 
You are the husband of Althea — her hap- 
plness, her peaee, even herfuture salva- 
tion, may depend on the eontinuanee of 
your undtminished tenderness. She is 
young, and still inexperienced in the 
world;. guard her from even the shadow 

. of 
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of temptation«-'Watch over her wilh" 
steady aATeetion — antieipate her wants— • 
study her wishes — and Iive but for her, 
and her on]y; thenwill you express your 
gratitude to God and nie more forcibly 
thah all that the most Aorid eIoquence 
eould utter. . Bat how do you mean to 
aet ? Lord Mortimer^ still smarting rrom 
wounded pride and disappointed ambi- 
tioD, purposes io keep his daughter a 
elose prisonerat Mortimer Castle/* 

" Mortimer Castle!" repeated Dudley^ 
while his whole soul throbbed with unex- 
peeted bliss at being thus informed of 
her residenee. '^ Oh, my Althea ! and 
da I then at last possess the power to 
foIlow you !" Overpowered, he fell 
baek on the eoueh, and with difBculty 
kept himself from fainting. 

" You must get stronger, Dudley," 
said the eompassionate duke, '^ berore 
you attempt 'so long a journey, one 
whieh will also be attended with innumer- 
able /di$cultieSj before you ean eATeet 

B 3 any 



^ 



6 THE HYroeRirE. 

any intereourse with the eountess, It 
will likewise be highly imprudent for 
you to trarel, in your presient state of 
health, without some con(klential friend: 
should you be in want of one, you wili 
confer on m€ theobligation of aeeepting 
©f my services in that eapaerty. You 
have only to fix your own time, and I will: 
fee ready wiih my travelling-chaise to re- 
atore you, if possible, to the height of 
human felicity." 

Dudley^ again oyereome^ pressed the 
hand of theduke^ in speeehless gratitude^ 
ta his lips. Turning aside his head> to 
eoneea) the starting tear, he said — '^ I 
eould wish to set out immiediately ; but I 
find that ray reeent illness^ brought on 
by the sudden removal of the eounless, 
has Ieft me so weak^ that I must give my- 
self some hours rest. I have likewise to 
eonsult with the worthy doetor Bennet^ 
who, during my disorder^ neYer qiiitted 
me, and who has a elaim to' even hlial 
obedienee from me. He dines wiih one 
. y^>, to-day ; 
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to-day; to-morrow, if your graee has 
no objection> I shall be ready to set off 
at any hourmost convenient to you." 

" Your anxiety 'to begin your jour- 
ney is indeed very natural," replied the 
duke, trying to stifle a sigh. " I will eall 
for you about two ; and we will dine and 
sleep on the road, for it will be the 
height of imprudenee to travel post in 
your debilitated state, At the last stage, 
I shall leave my earriage and serYants^ 
proeure a hired one, and proeeed to the 
little village, whieh is about half a mile 
from the domain of lord Mortimer, where 
my trusty valet shall have got ready for 
us the best lodgings he ean Bnd. Our 
next step will beto reeonnoitre the Cas* 
tle^ and learn,.if possible, in what part 
lay the rooms of the eountess. Should 
they be situated in the south, they will 
overlook a rapid and dangerous river, 
whieh will nevertheless afford us, per* 
haps, the only means of holding any 
eommunieation with Althea/' 

b4 TKe 
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« 

The duke now took leave of Dudley, 
whose heart beat high, witk{*rapturou5 
expectation orsoon behoIdir]g his adored 
Ahhea. When the do/rto/ arrivcd, he 
flew to meet him, and to' reeount the 
blissrul tidings whieh the duke had 
brought him. His frtend sineerely re- 
joiced at the intelligenee, whieh seemed 
to reanimate his young patient. He be-* 
stowed great praise on the noble and 
glorious eonduet o^ his graee, of whom 
it was impossible to speak too highly ; 
and he felt happy that Dudley had se* 
eured to himself sueh a friend and eom- 
panion. AIl that he ieared was^ lest he 
€hould> from over fatigue and exertion 
ormind, bring on a relap$e. 

" Fear not for me, my dear doetor/* 
5aid the husband of the eountess; ^' my 
illness proeeeded from my being sepa- 
rated from Althea ; the delightful hope 
of seeing, of conversing with her, of yet 
earrying her off in safety, will give me 
streligth and spirits to perform any thing ; 

and 



THE. HTPOeRITE. 9 

and when next we meet, I shall hope to 
present to you my beautirul little wiTe. 
Let me not^ however, quit town ignorant 
of my dear adopted Tather's ihteresting 
narrative, whioh I am as an^^ious as ever 
to have eoneluded/' 

ATter dinner was over, the doetor, 
therefore, to oblige his favourite> re- 
sumed his diseourse^ whieb he had only 
broken oAT in eonsideration of the health 
of Dudley. 

'' Could any thing/' said the benevo- 
lent physieian^ '' have aATorded me eon* 
solation duripg my absenee from Amelia^ 
it would faave been the father]y kindness 
of Yny unele, and the engagmg atten^ 
tions of my eousin Indiana. A fortnight 
elapised, and my uneasiness at nothear« 
ing from home was eonsiderably aug« 
mented by my fears and suispieions* A 
third week passed, and nt> answer eame 
either from George or Sophia. Mygood 
unele too well ktiew the eaiise of my ap- 
parent distresili arid thdl&yiApjfttliy of hit 

B 6 " ^natute 
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nsrtore led him to do all in his power to 
alleviate it. He, with great detieaey, 
hinted at my having formed an rmpru- 
dent attaehment ; but this, I assured hrm, 
was not the ease, and immediately men- 
tioned Amelia Eden as the object whieh 
bad engaged my aATeetions. 

•' My unele appeared very mueh sur- 
prised at this intellrgenee. * I have been 
dcceived/ said he, * Frank, by your fa- 
ther, who wrote me word ihat he was 
auiTering greaily on your aeeount, as he 
vras apprehensive lest you should injure 
your future prospeets in lire by a hasty 
and imprudent marriage, whieh would for 
ever deprive you of his affection. How 
»y brother ean disapprove of your mar- 
rying; at a proper time, 'Amelia Eden,' 
iwhose sister is to be the wife of George, 
leannot imagine ; but you may be*as- 
sured^ my dear boy, thar I wiH not be a 
party eoneerned in what seems to me un- 
^wt ca|Nr.k;tf. By the earnest desire of 
your Tather^ I faave stopped some ieit^rs, 
3 wbieh 
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^hieh eame within a week of eaeh otber^ 
and whteh I will now restore to you/ 

" Among the letters whieh my unele 
deliyered to me I hastily looked for the 
well-known hands of George and Sophia. 
In my impatienee^ I tore them open, 
hoping to receive comfort from their 
eontents. In this I was disappointed ; 
my father, after my departure^ had ques- 
tioned them separately eoneerning the 
preference I bad shewn for Amelia^ and 
itrietly eharged either of them, as they 
Talued his fayour^ Bot to eneourage my^ 
foIlyj as he was pleasedto term it. ' Mrs« 
Eden had likewisereprimandedherdaugh^ 
ter for looking less happy than usual r 
and assured her that she had other viewt. 
for her than that of marryinga mereboy^ 
and a seeond son ; that she expected her 
to appear eveh more cheerfu( than she 
generally was^ and to eonsider herself as 
honoured by the notiee af sueh a manas 
iny father. ^ . /; • . 

f' Tbe (MeoDd letter of my brotber en« 
*-!;.! ^ b6 elosed 
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elosed a note from Sophia, in vrhich she 
told me that her father had forbidden her 
to write to me; that Amelia still Ioved 
ine, but was so eompletely under the 
guidanee of her mother^ that she had no 
will of her own, and therefore would not 
even venture to send me a line, or even 
a message. My sister tenderly entreated 
me to be careful of my heahh, and not 
to sutTer thisdisappointment of my dear- 
est hopes to aATeet me too deeply, as 
it was plain that Mrs, Eden and my father 
had determined upon doing all in their 
power to eross ray inelinaiions, George 
advised me tb.give up ail thoughts of 
Amelia ; * for/ said he, * I am now well 
€onvinced that she ean never be yours, 
To deal eandidly with you, my dear 
Frank, I like not my father s pointed at- 
tentions to Amelia, nor Mrs. Eden's glar- 
IPg partiality for him. Some mischief is 
hatehing, I am arraid, whieh the too 
yieWing disposition of our sweet friend 
wU rim^^r efiectiYjr« Direet joor letrers 

to 
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• 

to be lert at the post-oiBee^ for I will not 
answer otherwise fortheir safe arrival/ 

*' Here wasindeed atermination to all 
the dear illusions of my imagination ; 
yet Amelia was still free — still loved me; 
and I determined to gain my unele's per- 
mission to go down for a week, and try 
if I eould not persuade her to elope, and 
beeome mine for ever. This step was, 
however, rendered unneeessary, by a let- 
ter from my father, informing me that 
his brother was dead; that he had eonse- 
quent1y beeome sir George Bennet, with 
a elearestate of ten thousand a year, and 
five thousand pounds to eaeh of his ehil- 
dren, except George, whowas toreceive, 
six monthsafter hisunele'sdeath, twenty 
thousand pounds as a wedding-gift, and 
the Dorsetshire estate, worth about eight 
thousand a-year. His plate, jewels. li. 
brary, and piettttes, whieh were highly. 
yaluable, v?ere to be divided equally be-. 
tween me and my youngest brother. ' 

^ Xbis ktpd b€qu»t of the old gentl©^ 



I 



14 TME HY?OCRITE. 

man was at that time rendered valueless, 
by the eoneliision of my Tather's letter, 
whieh prepared me fo hear of his again 
entering the marriage state, as soon as he 
had east oAT his mourning. He did not 
doubt, he said, of my receiving this in- 
telligenee with every sentiment of duty 
and afFection, nor of my readiness to pay 
a proper respeet to the lady he intended 
to niake his wife, sinee I had already tes- 
fified a due sense of her merits and ac* 
eomplishments. 

'^ This eould only mean Amelia Eden. 

Was she then to beeome my mother-in- 

kw — she whom my heart worshipped, 

and to whom my first vow had been paid? 

'Oh, never ! never !' I exclaimed, loud 

enough for my unele to hear, who was 

only in the next room, * never ean I eon- 

sent to eontinue in this world, if Amelia 

beeomes the wife of my father!' My 

agony was so great, that my worthy unele 

Jind Indiana hastened tpaflfbrd me all the, 

«oosolation of their endearing sympathy. 

:. . I Indiana 
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Indiana wept bitterly at my suATerings ; 
and my unele nsed all his eloquence to 
persuade me of the noble victory I should 
gain over my passions^ in quietly resign- 
iVig her to my faiher. 

* ** I was now permitted to hear openly 
from my family. AIl were against thi« 
eruel union^ and all lamented the loss 
ttiey should sustain^ in the departure of 
their kind maternal friend, who had sior« 
nified herintentionofquittingmyfatber's 
house as soon as his intended marria^e 
"was made publie^ and who had refused 
every peruniary remuneration for the 
years whieh she had devoted to his ehil- 
dren. Sophia warmly ee^sured Amelia, 
fbr tamely beeoming the victim of her 
mother*s ambition, who nosooner heard 
df my father's aeeession to the tille and 
estate of his brother, than she openly 
expressed her intention of giving him the 
Kiand of Amelia, on the same day that 
George married \)iss Eden. 

*' It required a}I tiie cxertion of those^ 
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religious prineiples whieh had been insti- 
tuted in my mind by the friend oT my 
inraney^ to bear up against this severe 
blow, given by the author of my being. 
The preeepts of my unele I listened to 
with statue-like silenee; my heart seem- 
ed turning to stone — all Nature, and her 
inf]nitude of beauties, I looked on wirh 
disgusr— ^soeiety was beeome hateful to 
me. . One only objert ealled my feelings 
into action> and, by exciring my grati- 
tude^ made me remember I had. yet an 
indueement to live. 

•*^ Indiana, my inestimable eousin, de- 
voted every moment of her time to sooth 
my deep and settled melaneholy.' Inte- 
resting in her person, fascinating in her 
manners, and misrress of every elegant- 
aeeomplishment, Indiana was nota being. 
to be looked on witb apathy. She dried 
my tears — she listened to. my sorrows, 
and I found some aIleviation of their 
poignaney, from tbe tenderness of herj 
tympatby. £verj tbing tl^t d0ection 

eould 
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eould sUggest was resorted to^ in order 
to rouse Ihe energies of my mind; par^* 
ties were made expressly to draw me froin 
inyself ; yet as the time drew near whieh 
Hras to bcreave me of all I loved best, 
their united eiTorts proved unavailing« 
Vnable to ariswer any of the letters from 
tHy family« and unGt for the duties of my 
pVofession« my unele beeame seriously 
alarmed^ lest my reason should receive a 
material injury, and wrote to my father, 
hinting, as delieately as he well eould, at 
the deplbrable state to whieh I was re- 
dueed. 

'' My father's reply was short. He re-^ 
probated the folly of my having for a 
moment eneouraged any idea of gaining 
the aATeetion of Amelia Eden, and eon- 
demned my attaehment as eriminal, sinee 
it was evident that he himself had seleet-* 
ed heras the objectwhom heshould pre- 
fer above all other women to be lady 
Bennet» He desired that I would remain 
in Loddon^ unless I eould conquer my^ 

boyish 
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boyish I6ve-fir, and feel disposed to re- 
turn to a sense of wliat was due to the 
peaee and happiness of a father who had 
seeluded himself voluntarily from the 
wprld for the good of his ehildren, and 
who noWj when going to receive the re- 
ward of his past toils and deprivations^ 
was deeply injured, and in the tenderest 
point, by one of those for whom he had 
sacrificed so mueh. 

'* This aeeusation stung me to the soul ; 
it ealled every generous feeling of my 
nature into aetion. I requested my un- 
ele to write to my father, to express ray 
penitenee for having eaused him a mo- 
ment's uneasiness, to implore his pardon 
for having uuintentionally given way to 
the affection Amelia was so well ealeu- 
lated to inspire, sinee I was totally igno- 
rant of my father's regarding her in the 
light he mentioned. That sinee my fault 
had brought with it its own punishme«t, 
I trusted that he would restore me to the 
plaee I had onee beld tn hisJove; and. 

that 
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thal when I had the happiness oT visit- 
ing again my native home, it would- be 
with the confidence of having rendered 
tnyseir worthy of his notiee and esteem. 

*' My fatherimmediately replied to the 
letrer of my unele, highly eommending 
my eonduet. He sent me his pardon, 
and hoped soon to hearlhat I had reeo- 
vered from my indisposition, and was 
able, in eiery respeet, to spend a few days 
in the bosom of my family, to whom I 
had beeome dearer than ever, from my 
readiness to own, and to redress my youth- 
ful imprudenee. You^ my dear Dudley, 
who love with enthusiasm, ean well 
coticeive the blank despair I was now 
plunged into. With a heart and mind 
torn by eontending emotions of love and 
duty, I awaited the intelligenee of my 
father's nuptials. A letter eame from 
George, the day after the double wed- 
ding. Amelia, the beloved of my soul, 
the object of ray first and &trongest af- 
fections, was now the wife of my/ather ! 

' '' No 
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'* No pledges of reeiproeal love bless-» 
ed this unnatural union. Two years elap- 
sed berore I had eourage to return to the 
hpme of my infancy. Sophia was going 
lo be married to a friend of my brother 
George^ and« at her earnest request, I 
eonsented to pass a few days with the 
bridal party. Amelia was sitting in the 
drawing room with my sisters when I ar- 
rived, On my entranee^ they flew to 
embraee a brother who had so long been 
exiled from their soeiety. I east a look 
towards the sora on whieh Amelia was 
seated. She had fainted. Inquiring for 
my father, I hastily quitted the apart* 
ment^ and sought him in the garden,' 
where he was walking with my brothere. 

" He embraeed mc affectionately, ex- 
pressing his satisfaction. on again seeing 
me at home. Yet I thought he looked 
embarrassed. I would have wished him 
jpy of his marriage, but that my tongue 
refused its oSiee. He asked me if I had 
fi^en ladyBenuet? and «on my replying 

ia 
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in the affirmative^ his eountenanee re- 
siimed its usual eomnosure. At dinner I 
was again eompelled to appear berore 
Amelia ; but I invariably kept my eyes 
turned Trom where she sat^ and as soon 
as it was over^ made an excuse to yisit 
the Edens. £ven the presenee ot Mrs. 
Eden was more to be tolerated than Ame- 
lia's^ as lady Bennet. 

*' The next day Sophia was roarrie !, 

and the day after^ notwithstanding the 

pressing entreaties or all but my father 

and Amelia, I quitted them^ and return- 

ed to my unele. Indiana received me 

with rapturous pleasure; she rejoiced 

that the interview was over^ and hoped 

that now I would endeavour to forget 

every thing eapable of disturbing roy re- 

pose. Her unremitting attentioh to 

whatever eould in any degree aSbrd me 

amusement^ but, above z\l, her eyident 

tenderness for myself> made me resoIve 

to soUeie her hand of my unele^ as soon 

08 my heart had recovered^ in some de- 

gree. 
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gree, the shoek of its heavy disappoint'* 
ment. Two years elapsed, and Indiana 
then beeame my wife. A more amiable^ 
a more aATeetionate one never existed; 
and, in the uniform domestie happiness 
of my home^ I soon learned to be eon» 
tehted and grateful for the blessing I en- 

joyed. 

^' About this period> my fatherdied of 
a fever^ brought on by over fatigue^ and 
eold eaught at a fox-hunt. His death 
wasso sudden^ that my family hadsearee 
time to apprise me of his illness. I set 
ofr immediately ; bat arrived too late to 
receive his last adieu. I remained a fort* 
night with my brothers and sisters; but 
saw not Ame]ia> who was only present 
while my father'^ will was read^ To me, 
whose peaee he had so fata1Iy injured for 
a time^ he ]eft a large sum in ready mo- 
i)ey. All his ebildren were amply pro- 
vided (br. The Bennet i^state went to my 
eldest brother^ while that in Hampshire^ 
whieh bad been the birtb-plaee of most 

. Part 
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part of iiis ehildren^ he beqiieathed to 
Anhdia» with a request that it might be the 
residenee of my sisters until they married; 
and that Mrs. Eden, who had been some 
years a widow^ would in future Iive with 
them, and her dauprhter^ whose youth 
wouid otherwise render sueh a home not 
sufficiently proteeted. This estate^ how- 
ever^ went from lady Bennet in ease of 
her seeond marriage; it then reverted 
lo me/with a request of my father^ t{iat 
I would allow my youngest brother, who 
was destined for the army^ an annuity of 
five hundred a-year. 

" Mrs. Eden willingly eomplied with 
the last desire of my father^ to the no 
small vexation of my sisters^ who knowing 
well her ambitious disposition^ dreaded 
lest tkey should be eompelled to sacrific€t 
to rank and po'wer their tenderest ineli.- 
nations. On my paying Mrs. Eden the 
eompliment of asking her eonsent to 
earry my eldest unmarried sister with me 
to town^ sbe testified her readiness to 

gratify 
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gratiry my wishes; and lEIizabeth'8 joy 
knew no bounds^ as the earriage rapidly 
conveyed her from the guardianshin of 
theproud and aspiring mother of Amelia. 

'* My Indiana received us with an in- 
erease of pleasure, and E]izabeth shared 
X¥ith me all the exquisite tenderness o( 
her natnre. I eorresponded eonstantly 
with Mrs. Eden ; and^ by paying her every 
respeet and attention I eould think or, 
gatned her permisston for my sister t^ 
pass a tweWemonth in London. During 
this liine, she was introdueed into the 
most fashionabIe soeiety. Her beauty» 
whieTi was of the most animating kind — 
her mann^rs and various aeeomplish- 
ments^ gained her many admirers. Among 
them was the present lord Mortimer^ and 
eaptain Deloraine^ a friend and distant 
rebtion of his lordship." 

" HeayensT* eried Dudley, ^' and was 
it then your sister whose loss appears to 
have been ever regretted by the earl, and 
whose nuptial day waseven fixed upon ?'-^ 

'' The/, 
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*' The same," replied the amiable phy- 

'sieian. ^' Lord Mortimer loved my sw- 

ter most passionately ; but his high birth 

eould notiniluenee the ai!ections of Eli- 

ssabeth^; she preferred in seeret the un- 

titled Delotraine, whose virtues endeared 

him to her above every other who as- 

pired tq her favour. At the expiration 

of the year, I was eompelled reluetantly 

to restore Elizabeth tothe eare of Mrs. 

Eden, not without eonsiderable fears for 

her happiness. 

^' LordMortimer shortly followe4 her 
into llampshire. So - advantage6us a 
mateh was not to be rejected^ and hid 
hmlship was aeknowledged as the future 
htisband of Elizabeth. I heard of this 
^arrarigemeht with tineasiness, as I sus- 
peeted my sister's regard for eaptain De- 
lorairte. The day, however, was fixed 
forberiJiiioh with lord Mortimer: I was 
invited, Vith Indiana, to be present at its 
eelebration ; but my profe.§sion required 
my presem^e in London, and my wife 

▼OL. II. c would 
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would not go unless aeeompanied bjr 
me. 

" With impatieneewe await^d for let- 
ters from Hampshire. One eame frona 
Mrs. Eden. The night previous tq her 
marriage^ Elizabeth had eloped with eap- 
tain Deloraine^ and iiad by this step 
thrown the whole Tamily intothe deepest 
affliction. Lord Mortimer and Mrs. 
Eden were inconsoIable> and the latter 
bitterly reproaehed herself with having 
allowed my sister to visit London without 
her. The same day brought inteUigenee 
from the dear imprudent girl herself. 
•*' Determined not to be the victim to Mrs. 
Eden'sambition, she had eloped withi,De- 
loraine, who had seeretly followed his 
noble relation into Hampshire, and sbe 
was beeome his wife, and the happiest of 
women. They were now on their way 
to Ireland, to join his regiment. She 
eoneluded with hoping that thestepshe 
had been eompelled to take would not 
injure ber in the opinion of Indiana and 

myself, ^* 
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myseir^ whose aAeetions^ next to those 
of Deloraine^ were absolutely neeesBary 
to her happiness. 

'' My ]ife now^lided on in one steady 
seene oP domestie eomrort, wbieb was 
only interrupted by thedeatbs oroor in- 
fant family, none of wbom eoald we 
raise^ eKeept one sweet girl, wbo is mar- 
Tied to eolonel Westbrook. My proTes- 
sion rapidly inareased, and, in disebarg* 
ing its important duties, it has been mj 
iot to perform many little oABees of bu- 
manity and friendliness, and at tbe same 
time to acquire an extenave knowledge 
of human nature. My worthy unde 
lived only five years after tbe marriage 
of his daughter, and it has been my cbief 
misfortune to have sunriyed that ineom- 
parable woman. It pleased Heaven to 
depriye me of my Indiana^ after pasaing 
together ten years of her Uameless life; 
but she is gone to receive tbe just reward 
of those eonnubial virtuesy whieh I am 

c 2 aorry 
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sorry to say are not eommon in this 
world. 

'* Thiis yoii see, my dear Dudley, that 
your old friend was right, in affirming 
the fatal inAuenee of love on the mind of 
man. My father had voluntarily seelud- 
ed himself for the benefit of hisehildren, 
and at a time of Iife when the world pos- 
sessed the most powerful attraetions. He 
had ever been the mostindulgent, the most 
eonsiderate of fathers, until the beauty 
of Amelia Eden, by fascinating hissenses, 
and enslaving his passions, rendered him 
selRsh and unjust ; and he serupled not 
to sacrifice my happiness to the attain- 
inent of his own wishes. Amelia re- 
mained single, with the eonsent, I believe, 
of her mother, who thought the Hamp- 
shire estate a comfortable residenee for 
herself in her old age. Although fre- 
qu'entjy inYlted to pay a visit to the home 
of my ehildhood, yet I have steadily de- 
elined it, sinee I found it impossible for 

me 
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me ever to pay Amelia the respeet due 
to her as the widow of my father. We 
have therefore remained strangers to 
eaeh other sinee the fii'st hour of our se- 
paration. She eontinues to live with her 
mother, on the estate Ieft her by my fa- 
ther; and some or other of my sisters, 
who are all married, and have families, 
are ebnstantly with them." 

^' But what, my dear sir/' said Dudley, 
*' beeame of the high-spirited Elizabeth, 
and the husband of her ehoiee ?" 

'* Ah, my dear Edmund/* replled the 
doetor, sighing deeply, '^K^r fate affect- 
ed us all most severely ; but me in par- 
tieulan Sheeontinued with her husband 
five years in Ireland, during whieh time 
we heard eonstantly from her. She re- 
presen-ted, in glowing eolours, her feli- 
eity as a wife and mother, and blessed 
the hour in whieh she had eourageously 
eseaped from a more splendid allianee, 
sihee the undiminished tenderness of her 
busbaiTd ]eft not a wish ungratified, 

c 3 save 




"\ 



30 THE HTPOCRITE. 

save that of sometrmes beholding her fa- 
mily. Gaptain Deloraine had quitted 
the army, by the advice of his relations^ 
and aeeepted a civil employment in that 
eountry. 

" After an absenee^ however, of seven 
years, my sister wrote us word that she 
was at length able to eommunieate to us 
the. joyful intelligenee of being on the 
point of embarking in ihe paeket for 
England with her husband, and the dear 
pledges of their Iovc, whom she longed 
to present to me and Indiana. ' My 
girls/ said she, ' are all dark-eyed, plump, 
and sauey, like myself ; but my boy, the 
idol of my soul, who is only a year and 
half o!dj possesses the fine blue eyes, and 
regularly handsome features of ray be- 
Ioved Deloraine/ 

" Alas ! my dear Dudley, I was doom- 
ed never Xo embraee this amiable sister 
and her blooming family. The paeket 
in whieh they were eoming over from 
Dublin to Holyhead was lost, and, as far 

as 
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as I eould learn^ every soul perished, al- 
though a rumour onee reaehed me, of a 
ehild having been pieked up by a boat, 
vrhicb put off to the assistanee of the 
paeket. I immediately travelled post in- 
to Wales^ but eould gain no satisfactory 
information on the subject. Some of 
the peasantry affihmed^ that a tisherman, 
Avho Iived on the eoast^ a man of a bold 
and daring eharaeter^ and who was the 
terror of his neighbours^ had put to sea 
amidst the storm^ and had been seen to 
return with a young ehild, and a sailor^ 
the latter of whom died the next day. 
The ehild^^ however« it was supposed had 
been earried away by the wife of this 
nian to some of her relations. It was aU 
so reported that he had pieked up a box« 
eontaining valuables^ as he had quitted 
his eottage^ and gone with his wife no 
one eould tell where. 

" This report, however, was eontra* 
dieted by others ; and I returned to town 
eompletely dispirited and disappolnted^ 
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leaving behind a faithful domestie, lest 
any of the beloved bodiesshould be east 
ashore. It is now two-and-twenty years 
sinee thls dreadTul aeeident took plaee; 
but I shall feel the eATeets of it while I 
eontinue to exist. I have tired you, my 
.dear Dudley, I see, with my long narra- 
tive. Let us now takesome refreshmenf, 
and then ,converse on a subject whieh 
wil! soon reanimateyoursinkingspirits.'* 

" My best friend/* replied the agitated 
Dudley, " let me breath a little — let me 
repress the vain hopes whieh the latter 
part a£/ your narration has excited ; 
should they prove true, how^singularly 
happy will it make me!" 

" What do you mean, my dear boy ?** 
hastily inquired the benevolent physi- 
eian. *' Speak^ Edmund^ your emotion 
alarms me." 

^' My father and rriend/' exclaimed the 
husband of the eountess, *' it has been 
ever a souree oP real uneasiness that I 
eould not aseertain the authors of my 

being. 
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being, or even find out a single person 
to whom I might elaim relationship. AU 
that I eould ever learn was this, that when 
an infant, apparently near (wo years old, 
I was Tound in ihe shrubbery belonging 
to the sister of sir Thomas Perey, who 
resided in Caernarvonshire. Being ear- 
yied by the housekeeper into her pre- 
senee, on her being informed of the 
plaee in whieh 1 had been discovered, 
that worthy woman generously resoWed 
to adopt the disearded ehild, should his 
parentsremain unknown. Rewardswere 
offered for this purpose, but ineATeetually, 
and I beeame the favpurite eompanion 
of the widowed sister of sir Thomas, who 
resoIved to give mean edueation suitable 
to my appearanee, and the elothes I was 
found i». These she carefully loeked upi >^ 
hoping that they might, at a future time; ^- ' 
lead to a discovery of who I was. My 
shirt, whieh was of fine eambrie, had the 
letters E. D..stamped on it ; my adopted ^ 
mother gavc me therefore the name of 

c 5 a dear 
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a dear deeeased friend of hers, md I was 
consequentIy ealled ever after by that of 
Edmund Dudley, and treated by the do- 
niesties as the future heir of their mis- 
tress. This, however, was not the ease,. 
as Mrs. Belmont's property reverted to 
another person on her deeease. 

" About five years after my reeeption 
into her family, a deeent-Iooking woman 
ealled, and ervtreated permission to speak 
toMrSw Belmont. Shewas elosetted with 
my ktnd friend for iiear an hour, and, 
when she quitted her, I ean well remem- 
ber her kissing me, and saying/ Yes, 
yes, this is tbe same boy — 1 shall never 
forget hrs eyes, nor his smile/ 

" On the death of Mrs, Belmont, her 
brothereontinued toproteet me. Under 
his direetion I Hnished nvy studies, and 
cultivayfed those talents, whieh prevented 
my belng entirely dependent on his 
bounty. My solieitude to know some- 
tlu'ng of my parents beeame painful to 
me, and 1 repeatedly pressed him to tell 

me 
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me the meaning of those words the 
stranger woman had uttered when I was a 
boy. This he always evaded, most pro- 
bably out of kindness to me ; but at last 
I sueeeeded^ a short time before my iil- 
ness^ in drawing from him all he knew 
on the subject. 

'' As sir Thomas was going into Seot* 
land for several months^ I onee more 
pressed him to satisfy my never-dying 
euriosity. ' Dear Dudley/ said he, ^ what 
I shall repeat to you will rather inerease 
than allay your anxiety. My sister, when 
she bequeathed you to my proteetion, 
ponGded to me the result of her inter- 
view with the strange woman, who re- 
presented herself as the person who had 
conveyed the infant boy into her shrub- 
bery, on the evening that yoii were 
found by the housekeeper. She deserib- 
ed your dress and features; dwelling in 
partieular on the beauty of your eyes, 
and the sweetness of your smiles. She 
said that she was wife of the Asherman, 
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who lived elose to the sea side ; that, on 
the night of the twenty-third of Mareh, a 
most violent storm arose, and great fears 
were expressed for the safety of the Dub- 
lin paeket, whieh was seen in the otEng. 
Signals of distress were fired ; but the 
violence of the tempest deterred all but 
her husband from putting ofT to its as- 
sistanee. On his return, he brought mt\\ 
him a little boy almost lifeless, and a 
«ailor, who died soon after. The ehikl 
was recovered by her attention, but hav. 
ing a large family of her own, her hus- 
band suggested to her that the best way 
of provi(ling for him would be, by leav- 
ing him in one of the gardens belongin^^ 
to some of the great houses of the plaee. 
' Th<3 known benevolence of my sis- 
ter,' said sir Thomns, * indueed the (ysh* 
erman's wife to make ehoiee of her shrub- 
bery, as the best spot in whieh to lenve 
the reanimated orphan. She carefully 
convcyed you to the retreat where you 
were /ound by the housekeeper, whieh 

was 
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v{ras no diSieult thing, as she had only to 
lift you over a low paling, in order tn 
leave you in my sister's grounds. Her 
husband also thought it advisable to move 
from his habitation immediately, lest anv 
of the relation& of the orphan's Tamily 
should inquire too minutely after the 
box, whieh it was welT known he had 
pieked up. This treasure she aeknow- 
ledo^ed had enabled them to li^e verv 
diATerently to what they Iwd ever been 
aeeustomed to., It was a large maho- 
gany dressing-ease, niarked E. I). and 
eontained money and note^, with wbieh 
they had taken a little farm, and stoeked 
it with all they wanted. h had likewise 
several tri»kets, out of whieh the had 
purposely taken orre, unknown to her 
husband, with an intention of restoring^ 
it, if possible, to the des^erted ehild, 'to 
whose parents the dyinp; sailor adirmed 
that the dressing-ease belonged. 

' This kind intention of thre womarr. 

sbe 
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she was enabled to execute, after a lapse 
of five years. Her husband, whose fe- 
roeious nature remained the same^ had 
been killed in a battle with one of his 
countrymen« She had sinee married 
again, to the reverse of her fprmer hus- 
band, and lived very comfortably. It 
was by the eonsent of her present hus- 
band, who had aeeompanied her himself, 
that she now begged my sister's leave to 
see the ehild she had aeted so kindly by, 
and likewise to repeat to her all she knew 
of his family. She then gave my sister 
a gold loeket, set round with brilliants, 
in whieh was two loeks of hair, with the 
initiais I. F. B." 

^' Have you got the loeket ?" inquired 
the doetor, in an agitated voice. 

'' I have," replied Dudley, rising, and 
going into his bed-room with breathles»^ 
exp6dition. 

No &ooner did his friend behold the 
loeket, thau he elasped his favourite to 

his 




THE BYPOeRITi:. 39 

hisbreast, and, in accei>ts of joy, exclaim- 
ed — " It is the same I gave my £lizabeth ! 
— it is my hair and that of Indiana !'* 

Dudley sunk on his knees — he eould 
not speak ; but his dasped handsand ex- 
pressive features evinced the pious grati- 
tude of his heart. 

*' Almighty Father !" said the worthy 
doetor^ '' how ean I be sufficienfly grate- 
ful for this uhlooked-for gift in my old 
age ? Oh, my Edmund ! not a doubt re- 
mains but that you are the idolized boy 
of my lost Elizabeth ! The affection I 
felt for you, on our first acquaintance, 
was instinet. Ah ! how little did I think, 
when with fatherly anxiety I watehed by 
your bedside, that it was my nephew, the 
only surviving ehild of my dear lamented 
sister! Henceforward, my adopted son^ 
you must bear the name of Edward Do- 
loraine, for by ihat you were ehristened, 
and by that you must inherit the property 
whieh belongs to you." 

Dudley embraeed his unele ag^in and 

again. 
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again. He would have satall night, had 
not thelatterreminded him of therepose 
whieh was neeessary for his long jopr- 
ney. Unwilling to Ieave his new-foiind 
relation, the doetor had a bed made for 
himself, on the same eoueh on whieh he 
had rested during his nephew's danger- 
ous illness. Neither of them eouldsleep^ 
though they forbore to disturb eaeh 
other; ther^fore ren^ained silent. Morn- 
ing eame, and they rose early^ to enjoy, 
as mueh as possible, the luxury of mutual 
confidence and affection. 

*^ Conld lord Mortrmerknow that you 
are the son of hisbe]oved Elizabeth, per- 
haps/' sard the doetor,. *^ his prejudices^ 
might be removed." 

*^ I fear not/' repliedbisnephew, '' for 
he would likewise remember me as the 
son of the man who robbed him of her 
hand; no^ my dear unele, I must eon- 
lrive to earry off my adored Althea, 
eonduet her to your fostering arii^s, and 
then aeknowledge who I am." 

Rather 
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Rather before the appointed hour, the' ,,♦ 
duke of Fitz-Aubin arrived ; he eongra- 
tulated the husband of tbe eountess upon 
discovering his relationship to doetor 
Bennet^ and promised that woethy man 
to take every possible eare of his nc- 
phew. Again the heart of Deloraine, na 
longer Dudley^ throbbed with blissfu{ 
hopes of s^eeinghis Althea ; his handsome 
featurfes were animated with love and 
gratitude, while the proud eonseiousnes» 
of belonging to parents whom it was an 
•honour to elaim^ gave a brilKaney and 
fire to his eyes^ whieh delighted his fond 
unele. - 

After many eautions respeeting his 
healih, and many promises, in return, of 
writing by every post, Deloraine took 
leave of his affectionate physieian, and, 
with the duke of Fitz-Aubin, set off, in 
full expectation of relea-^ing his wife from 
the eustody of her father, and the walls 
of Mortiraer Gastle. 

CHAP. 
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NoTHiNG eould exceed theattentive kind- 
ness of the duke of Fitz-Aubin during the 
whole of the journey. He saw and par- 
tieipated in the restless impatienee, the 
trembling anxiety of him we must now 
eall Deloraine, and exerted all his own 
powers of fascination to allay it. At 
length tbey arrived at the last stage, 
where the travellers halted, to arrange 
.matters with Dupree, the eonRdential 
servant of the duke. 

It was settled that he should prooeed 
on horsebaek to the yillage, whieh was 
rather better than half a mile distant 
from the Gastle, proeure for his master 
and Deloraine the best lodgings he eould 
find, and represent them as two brothers 
who were rambling about for their 
amusement, and who would pay liberally 
for whatever eonYenienee and comfort 

might 
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might be a/Torded them. This done, be - ' 
ivas to meet the ehaise, and eommunieate 
the sueeess of his mission. 

'' Remember, Dupree/* ^^^^theduke, • 
" that I trust to your prudehee atid good 
sense tp manage this business wittryouiT' 
usual ingenuity. Qur names are Bd- 
ville. Begone, and }ose not a moment 
to get ready for us a comfortable abode.'* 
After taklng some refreshment, whieh 
the agitation of Deloraine almost render- 
. ed himineapable of swallowing, theygot 
into a hired ehaise, and, unattended, pro- 
eeeded to the little village whieh lay^ 
eontiguous to the rieh and spaeious do- 
main of earl Mortimer. 

My dear Deloraine," said the duke, 
I must remind you of the advice of the 
worthy doetor Bennet. You must en- 
deavour to eheek, as mueh as you ean, 
this violent nervous aiTeetion. Yourdi- 
vine AUhea's happinessand liberation de- 
pend upon your cov^o6ure. For her 
sake be as tranquil as potisible ; we sh^Il 

want 
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want all our eoolness and foresight, I as- 
sure you, to enable us to open a eom- 
"munieation with the eountess." 

'^ Deeply as you see me agitated/* re- 
plied Deloraine^ ^' yet it is a mere bodily 
weakness; my mind remains as vigorous 
and as unimpaired as ever. To your 
graee I am under inBnite obligatioM for 
having shortened, by your conversalion 
and kindness, a journey I should other- 
wise have thought endless. Oh, my dear 
duke ! already I begin to feel fresh life, 
for I inhale the native air of my beIoved 
Althea. Fain would I attempt, this night, 
toeateh aglimpse of her adored features; 
but my impatient love shall yield to the 
sober dietates of prudenee, and the eoun- 
sels of friendship. The delieate siluation 
of my sweet wife demands the utmost 
eaution in discovering that I am so near 
to her. This month she expects to be 
confined ; any rashness on my part might 
prove fatal to that angelie ereature and 
ihe blessed pledge of our aATeetion.** 

His 
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His graee pressed the hand of Delo- 
raine. ^' Althea !" he exclaimed, " and 
thou, sweet innoeent ! yet unborn, I here 
swear to devote my life, if neeessary, to 
preserve to thee a husband and a father !" 

" My noble friend/' eried Deloraine, 
'^ never ean we repay sueh exalted good- 
ness ! " 

'' Ob, say not so !" replied his graee ; 
*^ for should I sueeeed in restoring you 
to the arms of the eountess, shall I not 
establish her happiness ? Shall I not see 
the heavenly smile of grateful friendship 
irradiate her eountenanee, while Iove and 
hope rsparkle in her eyes ? Oh ! shall I 
not then be repaid ? Nay, Althea will not 
refuse to aeknowledge me as the humble 
instrument of restoring her to all she 
holds most dear, and ihen shall I not be 
amplyrepaid? DearDeloraine, you must 
not envy me the grateful transports of 
Althea/' 

*' Atthea/* hastiiy replied the husband 
of the im'prisoned eountess, ^' is alone 
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eapable of inspiring and rewarding sueh 
friendship as yours. Our lives shall be 
devoted to our noble and generous Fit£- 
Aubin.'* 

At the entranee of the village they were 
inet by Dupree, who gave them the wel- 
eome intelligenee that he had proeured 
for them comfortable apartments, at a 
large farm-house, where they would be 
aeeommodated with the best the plaee 
aATorded ; plenty of fish, poultry, andfine 
friiit. Dupree added, that from the ap- 
pearanee of the farmer's family, and the 
eleanness and neatness of the house, he 
thought he had been Very fortunate iti 
his seareh. 

The ehaise now foIlowed him to the 
plaee of itsdestination^ and the dukeand 
his eompanion alighted at the door of the 
farm, where they were received by the 
farmer*s wife, and two rosy-eheeked girls, 
herdaughters, who, blushing andeurtsey- 
ing, eagerly assisted Dupree to earry in 
the baggage^ while tbeir motber shewed 

her 
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lier new lodgers to their room, and then, 
at the desire of the duke, hastened down 
to get ready some of her very best tea. 

Deloraine walked towards thewindow, 
whieh overlooked a rieh and fertile eoun- 
try ; but what fixed his attention^ and 
quickened the pulsation of his heart, was 
the grey towers of Mortimer Gastle in 
the distanee, towering above the vene- 
rable oaks, whieh formed an avenue to 
pne of its gates. Deloraine threw open 
the easement^ round whieh was thiekly 
entwined the woodbine and rose, while 
the air was impregnated by a variety of 
Aowers^ whieh blossomed beneath in the 
garden of the farm-house. 

Dupree now appeared^ and received 
the praise of his master for proeuring 
them so pleasant a retreat. " But you 
must do more, my gQod feUow," said 
his graee ; '' you must take adyantage of 
the natural loquacity of women in gene- 
ral, and gain from those below cvery in- 

telligenee 
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telHjrence that I am so anxious to be in- 
formed of eoneerning the Gastle. Du- 
pree, I know you are worthy of the trust 
Irepose in you. . I a'm eertain bf your 
Adelity. It is of importanee that I should^ 
without loss of time, be inTormed of the 
present state of aATairs at tbe Gastle ; and, 
if possible, of the situation of the eham- 
ber whieh is oeeupied by the daughter of 
lord Mortimer. This must be done with* 
out exciting suspieion, and will require 
a great deal of judgment and eaution ; 
but you are fully eapable of eondueting 
the afrair, difficult as it may seem." 

Dupree, highly gratified hy the eneo- 
mium of the master he loved, determined 
to lose not an instant in gratifying his 
wishes. He aeeordingly joined the fa- 
itiily of the farmer, and soon ingratiated 
himself in the good opinion of hisWffe' 
and daught<?rs. He fold- 'them a variety 
of pl^aSdnt tales and lively aneedotes ; 
de^ribre'd a great many old buildings he- 

had 
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had seen ; invented some gbosl slories ; 
smd then asked if tliere were znj haooled 
houses in their neighbourhood ? 

^' No ; but 1 be areard there sooo wifl 
be/' said eieely, the eldest daoghter, 
/^ Tor our dear, dear lady at the Gastle 
be so mortal bad, that she be kept io her 
own room^ and oo ooe has see*d her soee 
she eame down." 

'' Poor hdy !" replied Dapree ; " do 
you know what is the matter with her f 
Perhapsshe is old, and too iofino to walk 
out." 

'' Old and iHfirm ! why, Lord loTe ye," 
eried dame Homely, ''she beyooog, and 
beautiful as a summor's moroing. Old ! 
why, my Susan bere, and the eooote» oi 
Brandon» be nearly the same age^ aod she 
be eighteen eome next Janaary. No, no, 
I fear all is oot right at the Gastle, for we 
have never seen her blessed (aee sioee she 
went to Lunnuo^ aod she and her good 
nurse^ Mrs. Masoo, osed to eall on me 
almost everyday ; and theeounless^ God 
T0I..U. bUsiL 
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bless her! taught Gitely and • Susan t(> 
read and write, affer madam Morris^ her 
oovernc?ss/ went away ; and she promised 
to teaeh them more when she eame baek ; 
but^ alas ! neither she nor my lord, nor 
cven Mrs:; Mason^ hasealled wpon ussinee 

, they eame bark! iSod he knows all our 
hearts, but I don't be}}eve the eountess 
isso bad as they say she bees/' 

'•' A'nd why not, my good Mrs. Home- 
Iy?*'.inquired Dupree^, with a eareless 
air. 

" Why, y6u must know/' said^ she, 
^' that my son Jem has got a boaf, and is 
alway^ a-fishirig> as.<>f(,fin as |?is father ean 
spare him.. So Mr. Hi^^rPis, my lord's head 
man^ told him H^'Wouhl buy of^him eall 
the fish he eaught ; ahd'Jem iioW fisKes 
every day, and earries'it to the Castle, 
So^ one daV, be ehaneed to light upon 
m'v h-rd — a better ge-nllernan never liv'd, 
an.d he used ah%'^vs to speak so kind to 
anv of the ehildren, and to ask how rhei-r 
farher ai d molher did — but now not a 

m word 
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word did he say to Jem, any more Ihan 
iF he'd never see*d him in all his life ; 
and Jem told me he looked so sad, and so 
sorrowfnl, just as he did when our late 
lady died, the eoiintess's mother. Well, 
oATI goes to (heCastle, to speak to ma- 
dame Sibthorpe, the housekeeper, for I 
eou'd rest no longer without knowing 
something aboiit the youn;j eountess ; 
but she seemed as ignorant as myself; and 
all I eould learn was, that my dear lady 
'kept her room^ and that Mrs. Mason was 
always wilh her. She sometimes, and 
ihat but very seldom, walks in the gar- 
deh, when the 'serva*nts are all out of the 
way. I don't like the look of it, for my 
part; and I know what I think, and what 
all the serv<wits think, but that's to my- 
sclf." 

The good woman now heard her hus- 
band's voice, and hastened to meet him, 
and to tell him of the new lodgers she . 
had got. The farmer and his son Jem 
msKle their appearanee, and, with all the 
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genuine hospitality of unsophistieated na- 
ture, weleomed Dupree to the farm. The 
manners of this young man were far above 
the eommon ; he had iived seyeral years 
with theduke^ and had travelled with him 
over the best part of Europe. A genteel 
person^ and lively disposition, soon woti 
the hearts of all the honest rusties^ and 
Jem, ir^. partieular^ testified mueh satis- 
faction in the eompany of the entertain- 
ing Dupree. 

eieely now presented them with some 
^home4}rewed ale^ whieh Jem instantly 
oATered to Dupree^ while dame Homely 
and Susan beg^n to busy themseWes in 
preparing an excellent supper for the 
duke and hisfriend. Dupree wa$ pleased 
wkh the open eountenanee of Jem^ -and 
judged that he might^ irom his favot]rite 
amusement^ and consequent visits to the 
Castle, proye of essential service to him. 
Feigning, therefore, to be rond of the 
:6ame pursuit^ he otTered to aeeompany 
^l(jbiin in tbe morning^ before bis masters 
f w were 
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were up. To this Jcm joyfully assented^ 
and Yolunteered to lend his boat to the 
gentlemen above stairs, should they feel 
inelined to amuse themseWes on the ri- 
Yer^ whieh he, h6wever» assured Dupree 
was very rapid, and at times dangerous, 
partieularly on that side whieh washed 
the walts of the Gastle. 

As sobn as day began to break^^ young 
Homely summoned his new friend^ and 
they proeeeded to the spot where the 
boat was moored. Portunately for Du- 
pree, Jem proposed to throw his net op* 
posite to the Gastle^ whieh eontained the 
tmprisoned eountess. The grandeiir of 
ks appearanee, half involved in the thiek 
mist of the morning — its dark grey walls, 
whieh seemed to set at defiance the boU 
•waves whieh dashed against its sides^ fi3l:- ' 
ed the attention of Dupree» who, couq«- 
terPeiting ignoranee, inquired the nanie 
of its owner, and asked several questions^ 
to draw forth the loquaciry of his eom- 
pahion. Jem repeated what hii^ mother 

D 3 \n:^\ 
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had said the evening before^adding, that 
he would willingly die to be of service 
to the eountess. 

" They all say she is ill," said he ; 
" and well she may, poor dear lady ! shut 
iip in those high rooms. Look, those 
are her windows, and all she has to see is 
this turbulent rivcr, and now and then a 
Asherman's boat. Twixt you and I, this 
is but a sad prospeet for one so young 
and beautiful." a. 

'* Perhaps,*' said Dupree, '' the earl 
has his own reasons for shutting.up his 
daughter in those apartments, where no 
one eould get at her." 

'' You have hitit, that's whatyou have ! 
Why, mnn, that*s just .wh;it I told Piek, 
jmy lord's postillion. ' Why, Diek,' says. 
vl, ^ mayhap my lord is afeard of ^be 
..epuntess being run aw^y with by some of 
yoiir fine Lunnun sparks.* — ' Ah, Jem/ 
said he, ' you're right ; but I shou*d Ipse 
my.plaee if il was ever to eome to my 
lard*s aar that I said so.* — ^ Never fear, 

Diek/ 
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Diek/ saysl; ' for I love the eountessas 
Ilovemylife; nnel it grieves mesorely 
io think that she shouki never now eome 
to niother's, nor be seen by any'body : 
biit/ s-ays I, ' Diek, do yoii ihiiik her 
ladyship is in love wiih any one ?' Diek 
looked all aboiit him, then whispered — " 

Jemstojiped,and gazed earnestly in Du- 
pree's (acc, *'Od danjr it !" said he, 
^' there bees a some'at about thee, that I 
beant afeard to trust thee. You will not 
blab, willye?" 

" No, no,'* eried his attentive hearer, 
'' you may trust me, Jem ; I am a true 
woman's friend, and would risk a great 
deal to 8crvej but rat me if ever I betray 
one!" 

'^ That's an honest lad !' said Jem, 
shaking him by the hand, " a«d'*J l^Ve 
thee dearly for saying so. Well then, 
Diek, looking all about him, said-*— * J€#?, 
I v€ry well know how you and all'your 
family love the eountess, and sureenough 
sbe deserves it, for she is the 'rriend to 

D 4 air 
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all tbat are ii> distress and trouble^ and 
now, sweet soul, she wants a friettd her- 
»elf/— ' Does she ?' says I ; ' then may 
JFem Homely never prosper, if he woi^d 
9ot go to theland's end to find her one/ 
— 'Ah/said Diek, ' I believe there's one 
in Lunnun that would go to the end of 
the world only to eateh a look of her 
sweet face. My lord he wanted to marry 
her to some great man — I forget his 
name; but Diek said he was a duke; 
and it seems the eountess^ poor dearmul^ 
fell desperately in Iove with a private 

* 

gentleman, and would have him^ whether 
OT no. So my lord he hurries her oflf^ 
down to the old Gastle^ wbere Mn 
I forget his name^ too> eould not find 
ber; and the dear eountess has been 
moped to death ever sinee. Now though 
I have a great Tespeet for my lord, yet t 
4iave a mortal dislike to those who would 
p^rt two faithful lovers; and I wish I 
o^ay sink^ boat and all^ if I would not 
]end a belping band at any time to bring 

Mr.. 
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Mr. ^What-de-eall-him and the eoun- 

, tess together/' 

'i *' So would I, most willingly/' replied 

Bupree. 

*' Mother knows nothing of what Ise 
} ,bpen telling ye/* said Jem, '' nor sisters 

'neither. Women love to ehatter^ like a 

pareel of magpies^ and ean never keep a 



seeret/* 



Dupree smiled ; and Jem having eaught 
as mueh fish as he wanted^ they returned 
to tbe f;itrm, where a comfortabIe break- 
fa6t was ready for'them, to whteh they 
sat down with excellent appetites^ the 
gentlemen not having yet nmg their,belK 

The counten;U)ce of Dupree betrayed 
to his master good news as soon as he be- 
held it ; and after hearing all that Jem 
had repeated^ the duke hastened to De« 
loraine^ tomake known this intelligenee. 

** Gourage, my friend/' exclaimed the 
generous nobleman ; '* by the assistanee 
Qf Jem's boat^, and a ladder* of ropies^ 
(wbieb^ thanks to' my Toresight^ I have 

D 5 btQ^x^^ 
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brought with us), we sh<iH be able io 
open a eommunieation with the divine 
Althea, take ihe fortress by surprise, and 
earry oATthe glorious prize in triumph." 

Deloraine presse(J his hand — '^ Mine 
bje the task," he eonlinued, ''to anno.uncfe 
lo Allhea your jirrival; trust.to my .pirAir 
denee, my devotion to your wife, my dear 
Deloraine. At nopn, Dupree sha^dl ac- 
eompany itie underneath th.e G^setle .walls, 
jwhere we wiH remaio untrl the eountess^ 
pr her nurse, noliee.ourbioat. ,. Ry a let^ 
xer, whieh I \yill .write myself, .she ^i^ril be 
P}\^ i^repareel. fo.ir yovir appearanee^ and t<D heT?» 
'^ Sieljiii]Jf»''^t be left tbe management of your 
I iU/erview. ^ . 

" My dear duke — rr" 
, " Say not a word," eried his. graee; 
'*' think only of Althea.'* 

While the husband and the friend of 
the eountess were thus an^iousiy plan- 
ning her deliYeranoe^ she was herseJf^a, 
prey to all the torments of suspense, de* 
spair, and fear., H/er father had perseyer^ 
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. ingly refiised to see her,-oreven to listeti 
to any message conveyed by Mrs. Mason. 
Her letters were returned iinopened, 
>vith this iiniform reply— '^ When the 
^isdom and justice of the law.has dis- 
soIsvecl this imprudent marriage *of the 
eountess of Brandon/ and she beeomes 
sensible of her fault, and the ihsult df- 
fered to her father, then, and riot till 
then, will I aeknowledge heras my da\igH- 
ter, and restore ber to her usual plaee in 
my heart." 

*' Oh, my lord," replied Mrs. Mason, 
*' at least.extfend your graeious pityHo 
the unborn infantr»*yffeif' her to retain 
her ehild — onmy knees I conjure yoa 
not to separate^lhe eountess from her 
oArspring !" 

^' Rise, Mason/'said the earl,in a voic^ 
of terrib.le sternnes? > " sueh a request 
urged again may prgyoke me to-remove 
the presumpt.upus supplieant. No power 
on earth ean shake my fixed resolution; 
As soon as the /ruit of this rash union 

D 6 sees 



% 



$9 THE HYPOeaiTE* 

sees the light^ it mHst be immediately 
conveyed into my ehamber. Begone — 
I will explain no further!" 

Sueh wasthe result o^ the applieatlons 
niade by Mrs. Mason to lord Mortimer. 
Vain were all attempts to shake the iide* 
lity of Harris or his daughter, wbo alone 
were permitted to attend the eountess. 
Her walks were restrained to those parts 
of the grounds not frequented by any 
of the domesties^ and even then Harri» 
aeeompanied them at a respeetrul disr 
tanee^ lest any of the numerous depen* 
dants of the earl, who were devotedly at- 
taehed to their young mistress^ should^ 
by her persuasions>be sedueed from their 
duty. For the same reason her iather 
had allotted her the suit of rooms whieh 
overlooked the river. Their dangerous 
height from the deep water, whieh, witb 
monotonous sound, oontinually beat 
against the wall, rendered, in hisopinion^ 
alt aeeess to his daughter impossible. 
Thus imprisoned^ be defied the vigilan^e 

of 
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of her husband^ should he even discover 
her retreat^ and rashly attempt her reseue. 

The delieate eonstitution of the eoun- 
tess would have sunk under her con5ne- 
ment^ and separation from him she so ten- 
derly }oved^ had not the unwearied atten- 
tion and maternal kindness of her nurse 
supported her, and by aiTording a sueeee^ 
sion of fresh hopes of her release^ en- 
abled the melaneholy eountess to bear 
op against the strong forebodings of her 
own mind. Her trunks had been sent 
her by lady Wilmington, and from their 
eontents, she/with the assistanee of 3fa- 
«on, soon provided every neeessary arti- 
ele for the reeeptiop of ihe littlestranger. 

"With difBculty her faithful nurse re- 
pressed the groan of agony^ as she saw 
her beloved mistress thus uselessly em- 
ployed^ as she heard her expatiate on the 
rapture of suokling her ihfant>that sweet 
baby whieh was destined to be torn from 
the fond arms of its mother at the moment 
of its bktb> Poor Mason did not dare 
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to rob the eountess of this her only hope, 
She looked forward eaeh day to see the 
long-expected sueeour arrive; eaeh day 
a new dlsappoihtment arose, and hope at 
lastbeeaine estinet in the bosom af Ma- 
wn. 

W'h«n the eountess Felt no ineHtartian 
to walk, she iri general plaeed 'herself in 
the window-seat of her apartment^ amu- 
«ing herselT by workih^ f6r her dear ex- 
pec(ed baby, while Ma$Qii Tead out of 
one of her favourite au^ors. .' ller harp 
had likewise been conveyed to her by 
her aunt, who, knowing her passion for 
musie, judged that it might sooth-aiid 
eharm away some of the painful hoursof 
her neeessary captivity. The eountess 
was attaehed to this instrument, from a 
variety af reeolleetions. Her adored Ed- 
mund had frequently handed it to her, 
and hung over her, enraptured at the 
90und of her voice aeeompanying its 
tones. . i 

As the tim^ sipproaehed wbieb was toe^ 
. ' hail 
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haH her with the blest name at mother, 
her spirits bega'n to sink iinder the fear, 
the .unconqiierable dread, that ber Ed- 
mund was- lost ?to her for ever. What 
eould prevent .hisseekirig her at the well- 
know» £;ast]e.af ;her aneestors ? what :hu(t 
his 'inabr!ity fr©in siekness or death ? 
Doting pn hien tt).diiitracfion, she eould 
attribnte^his dre»dfud absenee to no other 
eause. - 

" Lay down ymir book, my dear nurse/' 
said the co(mfes*,^bne beautiful mb'rnin": 
in'August^ " I eannot listen to you any 
Ipnger; I feel more restless than usual, 
and yet I am toa unwell to walk. Oh, 
how I should enjoy a sail on this noUle 
river ! See^. Masp.n, how tranquil it is 
nowJ how gloriously the bright beams 
of <he meridian sun sparkle on its sur- 
face ! Where art thou, my Edmund^ at 
this moment ? Perhapsthy heavcnlyeyes 
are now fixed b.n its lustre, and thy dear 
he^rt p^lpitating ^ith tender appre- 
hension for thy captive wifc T Give me 
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xny harp> Mason ; T must not yield to the 
weakness of my feeHngs;" 

She struek tbe ehords^ but not^ as usual^ 
yiith a master's toueh ; her trembling fin« 
gers half refused to draw forth sounds 
whieh had so'orten enehanted herabsent 
husband. Again she swept the stringSy' 
and wipuig away the tear of fond re^ 
membranee^ sung the foUowing Itnes in ' 
a voice of plaint!ve tenderness:— 

^ Ah ! wert thou hore, .to graoe mj sid«' 

"With.dear proteeting love, . 
Enyy might rage, iuid spite deride, 

And friend&in.yain reprove. 

Oh God ! — ^Ah^ hbw^ sineethou art-gone^ 

Shall comfort reaeh nny heart-^ 
Thy dwelling and thy iate unknown^ 

Or where thy steps depart?'^ 

At the eondusion of the last line^ the 
eountess was startled by the sound of a 
fine manly voice^ whieh sung the foIlow* 
ing stanza : — , 
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^ Safe with me thy ehanns should rest, - ' 

Hither did thy pity send thee; 
Pure the love whieh warm& my breast^ 

From itselT it woold defend thee V^ 

The eountess eaught the arm of her 
nurse in breathlessastonishment — ^* Who - 
ean it be» Mason ? Surely I have heard 
the voice before. Go to the window ; I 
hear the dashing of oars. My heart Aut- 
ters with unexpected hope/' 

Mason ran to the open easement^ then 
uttered a seream of joy^ and motioned to 
those below as, if she was going to fetch 
something. 

''Speak!" eried the trembling eoun- 
tess^ rising with diiBeuIty, and moving 
towards the window. 

Mason supported her mistress ; but she 
eould not obey her> for tears of rapture 
ehoked her utteranee. Hastening for- 
ward^ the almost fainting eountess be- 
held a boat elose under the walls of the 

Castte, 




66 THE IirPOeRrTE. 

Gastle, in whieh stood the generous duke 
of Fitz-Aubin. 

'• My friend t my deliverer!" exclaim- 
ed the eountess. and sunk on the shoul- 
der of her nurse. Soon, however, she 
revived, and eagerly leaned forward to 
eateh the sounds of his friendly voice. • 

Seareely less agitated than herself, the 
duke held a letter in his'hand, whieh fie 
oAT^r^ to her view. " Fly/* said the 
eountess, ''dear Mason ! and fetch me a 
roll of ribbon. Oh^ noble Fitz-Aubin ! 
thou art now indeed the friend of Al- 
thea!'' 

The ribbon was let down, to whieh the 
duke attaehed Ihe letter, No words ean 
deseribe the sensations of the two pri- 
soners on drawing up what theyjustly 
conceived was a prelude to their libera- 
tion. Trembling almost to fainting, the 
eountess broke open the letter, and read 
aloud the eontents: 

'' Beloved 
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/^ BeloY^d sister ! adofed Triend T 
Fitz-Aubin seizes the Brst ppportunity of 
assuring you tbathe has^not negleeted tbe^ 
interest and happinp§9 Qf one nos^dear 
to her — of one who, until within the last 
four days^ was ignorant of her retreat, 
and who has suATered most severely in 
body aml mind an that aeeount, Oh, 
Alihea ! 'friend of my so.ai ! I bave 
brought thy adored Edmund with me, to 
prove the sineerity of my professions. 
We:Jodge at Homely Farm, under the 
.naiBe;of JB$IvilIe. Say, ean you d€jvi$e 
any plan by whieh my.impatieiit friend 
may c}a$p>to his heart itsdearesttreasure? 
TeJLfi)e, Althea, how ean Edmund^m- 
:.l)ra<?e his ^dored wife? Gan we, by any 
means, get.admittaneeinto theGastle? or 
.is the windoy^^ theonly way by whieh he 
may have acce§s to your ehamber ? lf 
so, I have brought with me a strong lad- 
der of ropes, by whieh thehighly-fuvour- 
ed Edmund may aseend^ and onee more 
enjoy the height of hviman happines.s, 

l v^ait 
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*^1 wait your answer with impatienee, 
to eommunieate it to my fnend^ who 
I would not suATer to aeeompany me^ un« 
til I had apprized you of his presenee. . 

" Fitz-Aubin/' 



'^ My Edmund so near me !'' said his 
lovely wife; " oh, Mason^ and shalM 
indeed onee more feel the pressure of 
his arm, the toueh or his lips ? — Lie still, 
fond heart, thy master's near^ and £d- 
Aiund's self shall ehide thy throbbings.*-- 
Give me a pen and ink, Mason — let me 
reply to the godlike Fitz-Aubrn. Ab, 
how my Sngers tremble! my tears dimr 
my eyes^ and the eharaeters are seareely 
legible/' When she had iinished it^ she 
gave it to Mason to peruse^ who eagerly 
read the following lines :— 



ir 



" My generous friend wiU ex^ 
euse the seeming ingratitude of Althea, 

if 
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]f she, whose heart and mind is beei^pied 
alone by one olgeet, ean even now wirite 
only of her'^mund^ while she ought to 
be expressing her gratitude and admira- 
tion of his matehless friend. Yes^ dear 
brother of my adoption, Althea appeals 
to your own feelings for a translation of 
hers. Her whole life wil! hardly be suffi- 
eient to pay the immense debt due to 
your disinterested and noble friendship. 
^' Tell my adored Edmund^ dear Fitz- 
Aubin> that my father has never deigned 
to see^ or to speak to me, sinee my remo- 
val ; that I and Mason are elose prisoners 
in these rooms; aiid that only Harris, my 
father's old and confidentiaI servant, and 
his ill-natured daughter, are suiTered to 
attend us. It would be impossible to 
get admittanee by any other way than 
my window '; yet the height, the danger, 
alarms me. Dear Fitz-Aubin> if my Ed- 
mund's foot should slip ! Ah me ! I 
sbudder; yet I know his presenee of 
mind never fortakes him ; and again^ 

that 
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that is the only way by whieh I ean speak 
to hhn. 

" It is moonlight, and the weather 
quTte ealtn. Ithink he may venture to- 
ni^ht to his imprisoned wife ; all rs quiet 
within the Gastle after ten o'eloek. My 
friend, my brother, from you Althea ex- 
petts to receive the husband of her 
ehoiee, the idol of her soul ! To you 
was reserved the Pelieity of reuniting two 
hearts that live but for eaeh other." 



This was let down by the (^ount6ss her- 
self. The duke pressed th^ billet to his 
lips, then 'hastily ran over its eontents, 
Taking out his peneil, hereplied — *' FeaV 
not, be[oved Althea, for" th'e salety oP 
your husband. ' I have •solemnly voweft 
to live only for your happi'ness and his. 
Fitz-Aubin will guard the person of Ed- 
mund from even the shadow of harm. 
At half past ten expect.us." 

This he fasten6d to the ribbon, and[ 

thea , 
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lien taking up his oars^ assiste'd Dupree 
o row the boat to land. Deloraine flevf 
o ineet him. His graee ; put into his 
iand the letter of the eountess. Again 
nd again it was imprinted with thekisses 
>f the enraptured husband, who em- 
>raced the amiable duke with tears of un- 
peakable gratiiude. . , 

Thbse who have Ioved with romantie 
^nthusiasm: ean well dqfine the reelings 
3f Deloraine and his Althea as the hour 
Irew nigh whieh .^as to bring them onee 
more into eaeh other's presenee. Du* 
pree had seeured Jem 's boat, who good- 
laturedly oATered to lend his assistinee; 
Di^t^his was, of eourse, deelined by Du- 
.>nee, who said that his masters were 
Tond of going on the water by moon- 
ight, and knew perfectiy well how to 
nlB'nage*her. 

^*'Mayhap tljey may/' said Jem, '' \n 
r]uiet water; but our river, do ye see, 
:>ees sometimes very rough and turhu- 
lent, and then a boat is otriy like a eoekle^ 
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shell on her. It bees fine to-night^ and 
so I thinks there's no great danger, only 
keep dear of the Gastle walK for the 
eurrent is main strong just there/' 

Dupree thanked him for his advice» 
As he ^ was quitting the room, Gieely 
eaught his arm, and^ with great earnest* 
ness, besough^him to let Jem go with 
ihem» as he knew well the danger of the 
river — *' I am sure/* said she, with per- 
fect innoeeney of manner, ''if youshould 
eome to any harm, I shall never be hap* 
py any more. DOj pray^ do ye^ let Jem 
go. 

*' No, thankyou, Cicely/' replied Du- 
pree» ** my master's knowledge is quite 
suiBeient: we shall eome baek sa^e^ I 
assure you/* 

Poor eieely hung her head^ and look- 
ed diseonsolate^ at this disappointment 
to her wishes. The person and aATable 
manners of Dupree had won her heart^ 
and she was seriously alarmed lest any 
thing should bappen to him. She saw 

hiii|| 
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\nm, therefore> aUend his master's l^ell 
with a heavy heart and a tearPul eye^ and 
made an excuse to go to her own room> 
lest her distress should be observed by 
any of her family. 

At length the appointed hour arriyed^ 
and the duke and Deloraine, with Du« 
pree^ hast-ened to Jem's boat. The moon 
shone with undouded brightness, and 
reileeted on the windows of the eoun* 
tess's prison. Deloraine trembled vio« 
lently as the boat drew near the Gastle 
walR 

'^ My friend,*' eried the duke» ^^ in a 
few minutes you will foId in your arms 
the beloved Alth'ea. Do Bot let your 
presenee of mind forsake yoii. That is 
the window to whieH you must aseend y- 
it is fearfully bigh ; but Althea's snowy 
arms will receive you. I will go iarther 
np, and wait your return." 

Deloraine pressed his hand"-^^' Gene- 
rous Fitz-Aubin ! amidst the trMsports 

VOI.. II. .£ ^f 






•% 



74 THE HypoeniTE. 

of eonnubial love, you will not be for- 
goUen !" . 

Mrs. Mason was at the window» She 
lowered the ribbon; to whieh the duke 
fastened the rope*fadder. The eountess 
appeared ; Deloraine stretehed forth his 
arms. She waved her hand to him and 
to the duke> while her Iovely features eX'- 
pressed the eontending eraotions of her 
mind. Mason fixed the ladder — she tried 
]f it was firm, then breathlessly seated 
herself on the window-seat^ to wateh the 
safe aseent of her husband. 

The duke assisted him to mount — 
'^^^Steady, Edmund! be tranquil ; Althea'» 
hft may be saGrificed, 'should you slip." 
Witk the anxiety of true friendship> b^' 
'watehed the irapid aseent of Deloraitie ;• 
he^saw. him toiieb the window — enter— • 
and re«eiv# tb^ sweet fbrm of the eoun- 
tess in his arms. *^ Move on, Dupree/* 
said the duke, pulling hh hat over his 
eyes ; *^ row higher up the r4ver, to 
Kihere we may remain/* 

Delor^ine^ 
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I>e!otait)e^ wild mth rapture^ eould 
Tdr sotne time only gaze with passionate 
Tondt^ess on his wire^ and press his lips to 
hers. At length he recovered d little 
eomposute to inq[uir6 how she had been, 
and to repeat to her his severe illness» 
and the discovery he had made of his pa<* 
rents. 

'' Oh, my beloved Bdmundl'* said the 
counte&8> ^' how liiiserable I should have 
been had I known of your illnessl But 
you did not suiTer singly ; fer all my grief 
aitd distress was the being separated from 
ydu« And do I indeed press you again to 
my heart ? do I onee more repose my head 
on y our bdsom ? This raonlent of eestaey^ 
my Edmimdj repays me for all I have 9uf** 
fered/' 

^' Dearest and bestbeloved!'' exclaim- 
ed her husband^ ^^ all my agbnies are now 
forgotteii. Within your armsall is blias^ 
all rapturel How^ my Althea^ ean I 
qui^ you, now that I bave onee agaia 
found you ! Our noble friend» the gOd^ 

£ 3 like 
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like Fitz Aiibin, is ready to hazard everjr 
thing for our sake. Oh^ my Althea ! his 
Ytrtues^ and the sacrifice he has made^ 
must make me seem little in your eyes. 
Sueh a man was indeed worthy of my 
Althea!'* 

The eountess kissed his eheek tenderly— 
*' As a sister/' said she, •' I love the duke; 
my gratitude to him is unspeakable ; but 
you only^ Edmund, eould haVe made me 
happy — you only have given me a fore- 
taste of eelestial happiness. £ven now, 
were I free to ehuse, and poverty and 
you were oATered to me, or the summit 
of power and our matehless friend, I 
would elaspmy Edmund round the neek, 
and voluntarily endure every deprivation 
of rank and fortune, to be blest with thy 
eonstant presenee, thy tenderness, whieh 
would make abarren wilderness appear a 
paradise !'' 

Deloraine fo1ded her in hisarms— '^ Al- 
thea, ever adored ! my love ean ncver 
^iminish ; my whole Iife sbali be devoted 

\ 
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to your peaee. But how, my own diear 
Althea, ean we contrive your eseape? 
Say, dearest, is there no hope of your 
eluding the vigilance of Harris? In your 
present siiuation, or at any time, I should 
tremble at your eloping from the win- 
dow, but now it is impossible." 

*^I would hazard every thing, my Ed- 
mund, to be with i/ou; but I feel that it 
is impossible for me to risk sueh a dan- 
gerous deseent, Yet, my beloved hus- 
band, now that I have- oneo' more seen 
you — now that I know you are so near 
to me, and that I ean hear from you 
daily, by means of the boat, I shall be' 
enabled to go through the trial whieh 
awaits me with proper fortitude. Assoon 
as I am recovered, I will fasten my bal)y 
to my bosom^ shut my eyes, and boldly 
venture to eseape by your rope-ladder. " 

*' Sweetest Althea ! the Almighty will 
wateh over and proteet thy innoeenee 
and matehless tenderness. Oh that I 

s 3 eould 
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eould indeed be near thee in thy hour 
of suATering, that I eould animaite thy 
faintingspirits by my presenee, andpress 
to my bosom our already-idolized ehild ! 
Yet, my angelie wife, I will try if some 
of the doraesties eannot be eorrupted. 
I would risk every thing but^oiirsafety^ 
to remove you before your coniin6ment." 
Deloraine and the eountess had so 
mueh to say, that time Aew rapidly in 
their mutual narrations and earesses. The 
farmer^ however, remembered the gene- 
rous Fitz-Aubin> and tore himself froim 
the arms of the eountess^ who trembling- 
]y watehed his deseent. ' As soon as h^ 
had gained the boat^ and seeured the Iadv 
der, they pushed oAT for I^nd> whilethe 
lovely eounte^s waved her handkerc:hiefj 
and followed the traek of tht boat until 
it was no longer visible; then elosing th^ 
window, she returned thanks to God for 
the happiness whieh had been gr^ntedl 
ber» and for tbe safety of her hiosband ; 

then 
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then retired to bed, mbre tranquii and re- 
signed to her captivity tha» she had ever 
been before» 



CHAP. IIL 

The next night, at the same hour> Jem**^ 
boat cbnveyed the husband of th^ e^Hin^ 
less within sight of th6 Gastle. 

** I eannot bear to leave you, my dear 
dnke^ so long on the watoh/* said Delo- , 
raine. '' Althea would rejoice to assure 
you personally of her regard ; will yoa 
aeeompany me to her ehamber, or do I 
ask of you ioo niueh ?'* 

'^ Nothing*^ould be ioo mueh/* replied ' 
his graee, '^ that gave pieasure to Althea. 
Do not, therefore, give a thought upon 
me, while you are with her. Go, my 
happy friend, your lovely wife is waiting 
at)}iiousIy your arrival ; yet, if Alihea 

E 4 w.ishes 
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wishes to see me, I will return in an.honr, 
and joyfully execute her desires/' 
. The eountess^ as soon as she had reeo- 
vered from her fears for the safety of her 
beloved Edmund, expressed a wish to see 
their mutual friend — *^ We are under in- 
iinite obligations, my dear Edmund, to 
the duJke, and it seems unkind in us not 
to eonsider that his health may be injured 
by the damps of the water, I will myself 
invite him to join us." 

She then went to the window, where, 
perceiving his graee, she motioned him 
to aseend, staying herself to receive and 
weleome him. With a smile of grateful 
.affection, she earried the hand of the 
4uke to her lips, saying — " To you, my. 
noble friend, I am indebted for the bless- 
ing of again seeing my husband — never> 
never shall I forget your generous kihd- 
ness in attending him hither ! you have 
restored me to all that ean render exist- 
enee valuable !" 

The duke, struggling with his emo- 

tions^ 
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tions^ turned towards Deloraine^ ind, 
vhispering, said — *' It is now, Edmund, 
that I am repaid Tor all/^ 

They shortly entered into cpnversa* 
tion eoneerning the eseape of the eoun^ 
tess^ who deemed it next to an impossi-^ 
bility, as the earl had taken every pre- 
eaution to prevent any eommunieation 
with the domesties. The only female 
servant that attended the apartments was^ 
the daughter oP Harris, and she was of a 
dispositk)n wholly unlike her fatber, who 
aeted in his present eapaeity mueh against 
his inclination> but who was-so firmly at- 
taehed to his master, from prineiple a» 
well as love, that his fidelity was ineor-' 
ruptible. His daughter was married to^ 
the head gardener, and was the mother 
of several ehildren. She had at that 
tirae an infant at tKe breast^ about twa 
months'old^ and the eountess eould on]y 
aeeount for her iil temper and saHen 
iooks^ from the idea that in obeying the 
eommands of the •earl, it interfered witb 
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her domestie comfprtS7 aa it'$eparatedli§r 
Tor a time from h^r bome and family, 

The duke now raentipned the epm^p^ 
sionate ppstillion^ and asked the eountess 
if there weriS any others amongst the ser- 
vaiits who might be entrnsted viith tlie, 
seeret of her marriage ? 

" The houseHeeper/* she rep]iedj 
'^ might s^fely be confided in; notwithr 
Standing ^h^ has 1ived alt her Iifetim.^ in 
my faiher's service, yet h^r attaehment 
to my mother w^ so great^ as weli ^ to 
my4elf> that I may S9fely rely on her as^ 
sii&tanee» eould sh^aiTord me any. lam 
^raid> however, my dear fri^nd> t^t ^i 
atlempts wiH be useless^ My (^ther is^ 
VIKiau& to keep my union and present 
situation seeret from all but the Harrisas.. 
They sleep at the end of the gallery 
1fkich leads to my apa;rtments; iio per- 
saa, thereforej eould pajss unknowD to 
ikem, and my eseape ihal way is epnse* 
quent1y impossible^. I have half a mind 
lft veB,ture dpw^.th^ ladd.^r/* 

" Not 
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^' Not Ibr worlds \" hastily eselaimed 
Deloraiae and thb duke. *' No, my be-- 
loved friend/' said the latter, ** that must 
not be permitted ; the danger at present 
is inSnitely too great/' 

*' Then I must be eontented," replied 
the eountess, easting on Deloraine a look 
of melting tenderness,^' toremain where 
I am. Heaven has mercifully allowe£ 
me the dear pmilege of seeing my be- 
loved husband, my generous friend^ and 
I must not murmur that my removal u( 
delayed." 

She took a hand of e^teh, aild pressed 
tbem to her lips. 

'^ Dearest Althea," replied her hus* 
band, who, out of delieaey to Fitz-Aubio» 
repressed his excessive tenderness, *' wc 
will^ nevertheless, make an attempt, if 
you will wnte a few lines to the bouse-' 
keeper. It may be in her power to in- 
fuse into (iarris's beer a sufficient quan* 
tity of laudanum, to make him sleep too 
souiid to hear your foomeps« Should 
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you sueeeed in gaining her room^ it wrll 
not be difficult to convey you froni 
thenee in saPety to. Homely Farm." 

'*No, my dear Deloraine/' said his 
graee; "that will be imprudent. The 
farmer is^ of eourse^ too dependant on 
the ravouror lord Mortimer to be en« 
trusted with a seeret of sueh importanee. 
No one but Jem must know of our plan : 
he wili be of essential bse to us. The 
eountess must be conveyed to the next 
town, from whenee we ean proeeed to a 
small villa of mine» distant about twenty 
miles from London." 

'* Yet should she be taken ill — should 
she sulTer at all from her removal/' ex* 
elaimed Deloraine, "I shall never for- 
give myseir** 

'^ Dearest Edmund," said the love]y 
eountess^ ^' I shall think light of wbat- 
ever I may suATer, if I have but you to 
support me, and my generous brotber 
to eonsole me.*' 

Anxiousto biegin the execution of their 

plan, 
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plan^ the duke and his friend now quit- 
ted their adored eountess^ and Dupree 
was soon intbrmed of their hopes. Eu'- 
tering warmly into the eause of the eap- 
tive beauty^ he did not allow himself to 
rest until he had sounded the inind of 
Jem> whom he therefore aeeompanied on 
his Ashing expedition. Jem himself be- 
gan the conversation. 

'^ I doos take it very koind of you, 
maister Dupray, to eome with I this morn- 
ing, 'eause I knows you beed out late last 
night. Why now, 'rwixt you and I^ a 
thought has eummed into Ise head — but 
mayhap you'd bc aHronted if I was to tell 
itye?'* 

** No, my good fellow/' said Dupree, 
*' I ihink too weil of you to be o^Tended 
at any thing y ou might say ; beeause you 
are an honest aiid a kind-hearted lad^ and 
would nevcr betray a seeret, I know." 

** Rot me if I wou'd ! No, no, Jeni 
llohnely is true-hearted to the baek-bone; 
and if so bc that I thinks right, why, here's 

my 
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my hand, maister Dupray ; I loiks ye^ 
and I will go through fire and water to 
serve ye!" 

'' Thank you> thank you> Jem ! and 
you shall find me grateful for your kind* 
ness. But now, Jem^ what is it you 
think ? Come, man, don't fear to trust 
me. Is it not something about my mas* 
ters ?" 

"Why, you bees a conjuror!'* eried 
Jem, with a stare of surprise. " Now, 
sure endugh, that's it. Somehow or 
other, I eould not help thinking thatyou 
didn't have nty boat all for nothing so 
late o' nights.;^and who knows but ooe 
or t'other of 'em bees thegentleman that 
Is in love wi' our eountess. God bless 
'em ! I say ; they bees both of *em fine 
young men, and speak as koindlyto a 
poor man as if he was their equal." 

'' You are a sensible fellow, Jem/* said 
Dupree, ^' and I would fain in my heart 
trust you with a seeret of great import- 
anee; but promise me^ Jem^ tbat yoii 

will 
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vill nol trust your mpther or sisters, or 
indeed any one^ with what I sball tell 
you." 

/• M^y I never prosper in thisworld or 
th^ jf)eM, if I speak a word to any living 
i^ul !" said Jein. 

^^Wellthen," replied Dupree, "what 
would you do, Jem, to release the coun« 
tess Trom her prison, s^nd restore her to 
her Iawful husband, and the Tather of her 
ebild?" 

Ail tbis was Greek to Jem» who rested 
bisoars> ahd openied wide his eyesand his 
mouth. 

" Ah, Jera ! you wereright ; the poor 
de^r eountess was no mone ill than you 
or I ; she only pines to be with her bus* 
band, wbom she married, nine months 
ago, unknown to his lordsbip, who, ai 
soon as he found out her attaehment, ear- 
ried beraway from London, andithut her 
up in the Gastle : and now, p ;or thing ! 
$he expects to be brought to bed very 
sooD ; and God knows what will beeome 

cf 
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Diipree now mformed Jem of tiieir 
seheme^ and asked hioi if Diek, the pos- 
tillion, was to be trusted Mrith a letter to 
the housekeeper ? To this Jein replied, 
that he would be bound to say Diek 
would risk hts life for the eountess any 
diay; and that, if Dupree would get 
the letter^ he would give it to Diek when 
he earried the fisb to the Castle, and wait 
somewhere near tlie stables for an an* 
Bwer. 

With infinite anxiety the two Triendt 
watehed the retum of honest Jem froai 
his aeeustomed visit to the Gastle. He 
staid longer thanusual, and was chid«v 
deu by his mother for loitering away his 
time. Jem said nothing; but contrived 
to slip a letter into the hand of Dupree> 
who flew with it to his master. Delo- 
raine opened the letter? whieh wa& di- 
reeted to his wife, and read the respeet- 
ful overflowings of a heart devoted to 
her interest. Mrs. Sibthorpe promised 
to do all in her power to aid the eseape 

of 
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of tlie eountess^ although^ she said, thaf> 
had she Aot been married^ and* id expec- 
tation of soon beeoming a mother, her . 
duty to her lord would not haye allowed 
ber to assist in anjr plan that would givc 
him uneasiness. Her present sitiiation 
was sufficieni excuse for her disobeying 
tbe orders of her master^ and lherefore 
she would wiUingly do her utmost to re- 
nnite the eounless to. her hudband. 

*' Now," eried ihe too-sapguine Delo- 
raine, ♦* my dear Fitz-Aubin, evfcry thing 
' seems favouirable to our wishes — already 
I begin to feel assured ihat we shall sue- 
eeed ! ' Some laudanum mustbe convey« 
ed to Mrs. Siblborpe to-morrow by Jem, 
nnd the same night my Althea may reeo- 
ver her freedom." 

«^^ God grant it !" replied the duke ; 
'^ hutj my dear Edmund, do not be too 
eertain of sueeess, iest the disappoint* 
ment should faU theheavier. In the pre^ 
sent state of our dear Althea s health, her 
remoYal is^ I confes^ rather ha24urdovM& '* 
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Again^ at the same hour» the afl€;ction* 
ate husband aseehded the dangerous lad- 
der, while his> friend kept wateh below. 
He found ,his beloved Althea eonsider- 
able indisposed^ from the surprise and 
unexpected happiness she had so sud- 
denly received. Tenderly retunrrn^ bis 
embraee^ she soothed away his fear8y 
whieh were immediately excited by the 
languor and paleness of her eountenanee. 
After she had read the letter 'of the house* 
keeper, she said — '^ Beloved £dmund,>do 
not be disappointed if I shouid not be 
able to take advantage of this good crea« 
ture's re^diness to serve me. I confess 
that I an#'apprehensive, from my present 
feelings, that I shall not be well ehough 
to make any exertion towards leaving the 
Castle^to-morrow night." 

Deloraine turned pale as death. 

^' Do not be alarmed, niy adored bus* 
band," said she, fondly pressing her lips 
to his. " Thy Althea is in the eare of 
Him whose merey and goodness she has 

sa 
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?io lately experienced. My kind Mason, 
my more than raother, will be with me ; 
and ray father,. at a moment like that, 
"will not let me want for every proper 
assistanee. Our dear infant will draw its 
first breath in the same house as did its 
mothen I shall soon be well, my Ed- 
miind. My husband ! roy soul's dearest 
treasure ! why these tears? Thy Althea 
\«ill think only of thee, and of getting 
well as fast as she ean, that she may fly 
with thee to rapture and domestie happi- 
ness." 

Deloraine strained her to his bosom« 
He felt a strange depression, a weight on 
his heart, that almost deprived him of 
breath. Seeing that his distress affected 
the eountess^ be dashed away the starting 
tears^ and again straining ber ttill eloter 
to his bosom^ said — ^' Mf AUbea ! my 
sweetest love ! we miust yseM to tbe i>eitx;r 
judgiTient of tleaven ! I ftJ^\ t^it ^iat^t^ 
pointnnent more htsiWr, pt^riisi^it !f^^ 
having allowed mynHS tv tiut:r. ywy x^ 
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moYal eertain ; but I must subttiit to^ 
what may, in the end, prove for the best^ 
Had my ii^ishes been granted, yoti> ikiy' 
angel, might have experienced some iti^- 
jury from the Aurry, and frora the rab*' 
tion of the earriage. T6 God I eonHmie 
my adored Althea! Oh, Mason!*' Eaid 
he^ pressing her hand^ '' to your matemal 
kindness I eonsign my all---«my wife'! 
my ehild ! Dear as the last is already- 
beeome to me; yet do not suATer the ex-' 
quisite tenderness of its idolised mother 
to injure her own health, by aeting ther 
part af a nurse, unles&she is able with- 
out danger to'herself. ' Prom you alsO;^ 
my kind friend, I shall expect to hear se*' 
veral times daily, by Jem's boat, of the 
istate of my Aithea. For this indulgenee 
stili allowed me, I ought to be raore- 
gratefLil, more resigned than I am/* 

Mason> wbo feU for them: both/ and- 
who dreaded the fate of lHdir nnbora 
babe, promised all that hehadTe^uested, 
anA more, *' For," said shei. ** sbould the 

eountess 



TH£ UTPOGRITZ« 95 

eountess be confined to-morrow night, 
and unable to see you> I will take eare in 
time to apprize you of it, by letting^ 
down- a ribbon from the window of our 
apartment/' 

Deloraine, unable to leave his Althea^ 
proposed to remain with her until Jem 
idiould east his net&in the moming. To 
tbisshe willingly assented» and^ by a few 
line& low^red down to the duke> he in- 
fonned him of his intention, requesting 
him to let Dupree aeeompany Jem, to 
avoid any suspieion in the family of his 
reroaining out all night. 

Tlne iiidisposition of the eountess in- 
<^«aaed^ yet she did her utmost to eon- 
eeal It from her husband. She tried to 
appear Ilyely» and talked of a yariety of 
things, to draw off his attention from 
berself. Speaking of Gourteney, she in- 
quired, fior tbe ihrst time, if he had given- 
him her lett^? 

Deloraine looked with amaze — ^' What 
Ibtters^ my beloved ^" said he. 

"One 



9B THE HYPOeHITE. 

*' One whieh I gave to him the night 
TyeTore my quitting London^ eharging 
him strietiy to give it you as spon as he 
sat^r you, and another; whieh Mason de* 
Iivered with the same urgent request." 

*' Good Heaven !" exclaimed her hus- 
band, " howsingular ! how ineomprehen- 
sible ! he solemnly assured me that you 
had not written^ not even lert a message 
for me^ and persevered in this assertion» 
although he saw me distraeted^ and suf- 
fering ali the tortures of suspense and 
disappointed lo^e^ whieh he had tbe 
power to relieve." 

" Cruel Gourteney !" replied the I6ve- 
ly injured eountess, " barbarous man ! 
what eould be his motive for withholding 
from you> my dear Edmund^ the letters 
of your wife?" 

" I know not/' said Deloraine; *' but 
this discovery reminds me of the supe- 
rior penetration of my unele, and brings 
also to my reeolleetion many little eir- 
eumstanees^ whieh convince me that I. 

bavc 
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Wve'been deceived in him. Be it so — 
but he deceives me no more. My AI- 
4hea^ my mind misgives me that it was 
Gourteney who betrayed us to your fa- 
ther." 

*' Oh no^ my Edmund ; 1 eannot think 
there exists so base a heart. You were 
his friend, my Edmund ; surely no man 
that was ever onee your friend would 
turn your-enemy/^ 

*' Oearest/* replied her husband^ kiss- 

ing her Aushed qheek> ^' you are too pure 

and perPeet to judge of the envy and in-- 

gratitude of man. Yes, I am now eer- 

tain that Courteney, for whom I have vo- 

luntarily !rijured my own eireumstanees, 

and to whom I confided every seeret of 

niy niind and bosom, is the viper that 

has aimed thisdeadly blow at my life and 

peaee ; bot, my adored^ I ean now defy 

his maliee. In spite of all his treaehery, 

J onee more hold thee in my arms; and 

soon^ I trust^ my Althea will be able to 

4escape from the eustody of lier father, 
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to that df her adoring, her devoted hiw- 
band." 

Mrs. Mason now entreated the eountess 
to lie down. 

'' No," said she; " I eannot aSbrd to 
Tose a moment of my Edmund*s stay — I 
shall not be able to enjoy his loved so- 
eiety again for some time, I am better, 
and quite able to sit up/' 

Her looks^ however, betrayed the in* 
noeent fa1sehood, and Deloraine entreat- 
ed her to lie down, promising to sit by 
lier, and, should she fall into a slumber» 
awaken her before his departure. ' To 
please him, she eonsented, ahd he sup* 
ported her to the next ehamber, whieh 
opened into the one in whieh they had 
been sitting. 

Worn out with pain and ratigue^ the 
eountess sunk into a short and unsettled 
sleep, while her husband hung over her 
in speeehless tendetness and grief. The 
TCars whieh he had so long restraihed 
now Aowed atresh» as he gazed on the 

exquisitely 
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exqaiisiteljr beautiful form of his wife, as 
he remembered the painful trial whiehso 
soon awaited her, and as the horrible pos- 
^bility of her sinking under it eame 
acros6 his mind. No personal agony of 
bodt; eouid have ealled forth the tears of 
Edmtmd Deloraine, yet he now wept 
like a ehild over his uneonseious Althea. 
He east a glanee roimd the room des- 
titred to receive the first ery of his in- 
iant ; its glooniy grandemr, and the rieh- 
tiess Of Hs fitrmtute, only added to his 
^oe. ** Ah," thought hc, " how far bet- 
ter wotdd it lmve been, for.^tes dear an- 
^I and myseff, had she now been sleep- 
ing tn a huntbler apartment, and on a 
less eostly bed t" Then kneeling gently 
by her Vide, hc oAered «p his prayers to 
the Almighty for her safety. 

" Oh, Pather !'■ he exclaimed> '' whose 
trttbounded love and unmeasurable kind-- 
ness extends to the meanest of thy erea* 
tures, restore to mc my adored Althea ! 
Spare her, as mueh as posrible, the sulTer- 

F 2 ingi 
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^Dgs t)f that eventrql moment whieh 
must give birth to the dear pledge of 
our mutual tetiderness! Bless^ oh, bless 
her with strength and spirits to enable 
her to recover quickly her health ! and 
ihen, oh God of merey ! let us be re* 
united beyond the pgwer of man again to 
separateus!" 

Mason now told him that the boat was 
advancing, and that the duk^ and Dupree 
were with the Asherman. Deloraine 
stooped to kiss the eheek of his sleeping 
wife, whom Mason entreated him not to 
^disturb. jpis kiss» ho)vever^ awakened 
her, and she rose, to be oertain of his safe 

' deseent. Throwing her arms round the 
neek of him for whom she had suATered 
«o mueh, she remained a few minutes si* 
lent on his bosom« 

At lengthshe said — " I feel better, my 
Edmund, than before I slept, and hope 
1 shall yet be able to see you to-night. 

•Tell our noble friend, that Althea will 
remember his goodness, not only to her- 

self, 
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self, but to one whom she adores, whil<? 
she has power to think^ and to be eon- 
seious of his worth. Take eare of your- 
self, my Edmund/' she eontinued; *' do 
not suATer tliis seeond disappointment of 
our hopes to prey "Upon your spirits: 
when next we meet, we shall be reunited 
for ever/' 

DeIoraine,with extremc difBcultj,too]r 
leave of his beautiful wife. Already was 
one foot on the window; again he de- 
seended, and elasped her to hts bosom. 
Mason reminded him that Jem haddrawn 
in his nets^ and that the hour was ap- 
proaehing when Harris's dau|^r would 
attend, to get ready^theapartmentsof the 
eountess. By an eATort of desperate eou- 
rage, Deloraine onee more strained the 
beloved form of his wife to his breast, 
then hastily joined the duke, whose eoun- 
tenanee evinced eonsiderable emotion^ 
as he returned the salute of the eountess. 

" My adopted brother ! my best friend ! '* 
said sbe, loud enough for him to hear, '' I 

F 3 eommit 
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eomroit to your dSieetion and frieiidsfafp 
all that is mo6t dear to me. Wateh over 
him, dear Fitz-AuKn ! comfort him for 
my absenee; and the blessing of Heaven 
and o^-Althea be upon you l" 

The duke laid his hand on hts heart, 
and then embraeed the beIoved ob}ect of 
her sblieitude. Eaeh gazed silently on 
^he walk <^ tfa£ £;astle> wben her window 
and ber white hand were no longer dts- 
eernible; and Jeai, every now and theii, 
eleared his voice^ and drew his arm aeroas 
his eyeSy but not a word did either of 
them speak. Tbe duke and Deloraine; 
drew their J|iats over tbeir faces^and hafr* 
tened to their ebamber». as «ooa as tbey. 
reaehed the shore. 

The remainder of tbe day was paseed 
in trembling anxtety and agonizied ^vtsr 
pense. Tbe generous duke, to tbe ol^ 
most of his abilities^ eoneealed his own 
feelings, in pity to those of his aiHieted 
friend. Night eame; they flcw to the 
little bark^ whieh alone eould ease their 

tortnent's. 
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tormenls. Alas! thesignalordisappoint* 
ment was suspended from the winiiow ot 
the eountess's ehamber. They were re- 
turning in despair^ when Dupree diseo- 
vered a letter attaehed to the ribbon. ' 
Pushing forward, Deloraine eagerly seiz- 
ed, and broke it open. A pieee of paper 
feU at the feet of the duke ; it was di- 
reeted to himself. Putting it tnto his 
poeket^ he assisted Dupree to r6w ta 
land, when Deloraine gave into his hands 
the letter of tfie eountess, and then has- 
tily retired to his own room. 

His graee was deeply aiTeeted by the ' 
matehless tenderness of the epjistle to his 
poor frtend. It was written, she aeknow* 
ledged, in great bodily pain ; yet what 
most she seemed to suffer from was, the 
disappointment her illness would oeea* 
sion to her husband, whom she implored 
to bear*up with fortitude against this se* 
eond separation» assuring him that she 
would be doubly careful of herself, in the 
bope of soon being able to eseape ^rom 

^ * . het 
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her prison. She added, that she had been 
obliged to inform her father of her ill- 
ness; that he had ordered her every pra- 
per attendanee ; but still refused to see 
her^ until after her confinement. Every 
thing that the most exquisire tenderness 
eould suggest, she had written down, to 
tranquiHize the mind of her husband, 
promising to write to him herself as soon 
as she was welt enough to hoW the pen. 

The note to the duke was rn a less san- 
guine style. It revived all his aATeetion, 
whieh, indeed, had never been subdued; 
it excited the most agooizing apprehen- 
sions for ber safety ; and rendered him 
for some moments ineapable of seerng 
her husband. A little recovered, hc 
again perusedthe followinglines, written 
with an unsteady hand : — 

" Fitz-Aubin, my beIoved friend, I 
have exerted all my firmncss in writing fo 
myEdmund. My heart beatslanguidly ; 
it seems to sav that all will soon be over. 
My fathers persevering eruelty opp reases 

me 
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me seyerely. Tottering on the Yerge 

of the grave^ he has refused to see me^ 

Fi rz-Aubin« should my forcbodings prove 

true^ I have embraeed, for the last tiroe^ 

the idol of my soul — should I be destin- 

ed to atone with my life for the disobe* 

dienee to the author of my being — should 

I no more be allowed the felicity of see- 

ing my too-saeredly adored Edmund^ mha 

will make amends for my loss — who will 

sooth> eonsole^ and save him from be-* 

eoming a seeond victim— trAo but Fitz- 

Aubiu? Yes, my noble, my generous 

friend« to your tenderness I eonsign my 

husband-<-I'ove him with the aAreetioii 

you have so gloriously testified for me-^ 

leave him hot, I conjure you, until yoii 

ean do it with safety ! 

'' Should the dear pledge of our reei- 
proeal love survive, my father eannot» 
nor will not, deny the rrghts of its father. 
Let my ehild be equally dear to Titz-Au* 
bin; but oh } guard with a 'brother's 
watchful eare my idoIized Edmund. Oh 

F 5 tbat 
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tlMit myteBm »ay be groundkss ! ^at I 
may Uve to rep&y Biy Edmund's ma^krh* 
lets k>vs^ aad your godKLe ^rieodship ! 

"PareweH, my Trieiid ! my bro«hcri 
remember that tte last wish of Althea- 
wa9,:tiiat Fitz,Aubin wouid Tie^er abtit- 
don to hh despair ihe hnsband of her 
ehoiee, tbe id<xl of herdoting fondnessr^ 

Siieh aa appeai, fram zuch a being as 
the eountess, had it$ TuH wdght on ihe 
mind and heart of the duke— ** Oh, A?- 
thea!" he exclaimed, *' eyer beloTed, 
ever adored'! thy reqaest is granted^ 
Heaven bear me wirness, that i wiiU ht 
all and every thing thalt thy iove eiMiId 
wish, should the Almighty eali thy «nge* 
Ik: spirit from this world of disa^ipaiiit- 
ment and sorrow. The hdppiness of thy 
soul'« 'dearest treasure diiaU be my eorn* 
stant stindy; ^is comfor<t -aitkl peaee ^shaU 
be de^rer k> me t^an my own V' 

After he had regaaned a tolerable dt- 
gree of -eOmposOTe, ihe duke sought tbe 
distraeted iKitiboiid <of ibe ioeunteis, and, 

by 



THE BTFaCBITft. 107 

by his friendly soothings and aiTeeitonate 
attentions, ealmed, in some degree, th0 
tortures of his mind^ and eneouragad bim 
to hope and to trust in the benevolence 
of HiM who alone has pawer to ta^eamd 
fo Gail baek the Aeeting soul^ half libe- 
rated from its earthly prisoii. 



CHAP. IV- 

THE<:ountess had no saoner lost sight of 
the boat whieh eontained her beloved 
husband^ than she retired with her nursd 
to her bedehamber; and iu order to 
quiet the fears of this aATeetionate erea- 
tnre, she eonsented to try onee more to 
forget her pains, by eourting the aid of 
sleep. She awoke, f rom a sUimber of 
«everal hours, feverish and low. 

•' Mason,** said she, " I think it right 
to inform my father of my situation. I 

"" ® eould 
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eoiiTd wish very mueb that he would per* 
mit me to see him, and to receive ht» 
forgiveness, while I ara able to support 
the interview. Go, Mason, make one 
more attempt to soften the heart of my 
dear father; tell him, that it may be my , 
fate to expiate my fault with my life, andf 
that I eannot die happy without seeing 
him," 

Vain, howcver, was the applieation of 
Mrs. Mason. Lord Mortimer, although 
eonsiderably atTeeted by the message of 
his daughter, yet would not violate his 
oath. He had solemnly sworn never to 
see her until after her conftnement, and 
a vow to him was most saered. She was 
therefore uawillrngly eompelled to re»- 
turn to the eountess, to wltom her ebun- 
tenanee betrayed the ill sueeess of her 
Yisit. 

^' Mv father will not see me/'^said h^r 
mistress, bursting into tears. ^* I read* 
my disappointment in your face, Mason, 
Well, I must endeavour to bear this un- 

kinduesa 
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kindness with Armness^ for ihe sake of 
ttiy adored Edmund and my babe. Oh, 
my husband!" she eontinued^ drawing 
fTom her bosom his miniature, " if thy 
Althea should have embraeed thee for the 
last time — iflam doomed never rhore 
to hear thy tender voice, or press to my 
heart thy idoiized form, how bitter wilt 
be thy lot, how blank thy future life ? 
My husband, my ever dear husband ! who 
will supply to thee the plaee of thy A!- 
thea ? Oh, never, never will thy faith- 
ful heart admit a seeond love! — living or 
dead, my empire will remain the same. 
Mason, why do yoi> weep ^ Came here^ 
my more than mother. To you my 
sainted parent entrusted the eare of my 
helpless infancy. Promise me, dear 
niirse, that if I should be taken frafh this 
world; you will not lose sight of my in- 
fant. This Gastle wiHl no longer require 
your presenee. I bequeath you to my 
Edmund, and to our ehild.'' 

Mrs. Mason had not fortitude to reply 

to 
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to tbis speeeh; or to support the idea of 
losing ene so long and so tenderly be* 
Ioved by her. Her distress aATeeted the 
eountess^ who^ out of eompassion to her 
nurse, endeavoured to rally her droop- 
ing spirits. Shesat down to write toher 
husband and^ the duke, but was obliged 
to break ofrseveral time^ froin her in- 
ereasingindispositiou, and themelaneholy 
forebodings of her own mind. When 
she had^ with dilSeulty, eoneluded her 
letter to the duke^ she gave them to the 
eare of Mrs. Masbn^ who slid that to his . 
graee into Deloraine*» — ** I feel/' said 
she, ** that I shall be too ill to see my 
Edmund to-night — let him at least Te^ 
ceive this proof of my remembranee." 

Too ill to sit up^ she onee more re- 
tired to her bedroom^ attended by poor 
Mason^ whose heart was bursting with her 
fear8 for the safety of the eountess^ and 
her anxiety with respeet to her ehiM^ 
whom lord Mortimer had again eom* 
manded her lo bring4mmediately to him, 

should 
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shotiM it be born alive. She tried ta 
eoDSole her8elf with the hope that he in- 
tended to g^ve it to the daughter of Har- 
risj who was known to be too faithful to 
her master not to keep in^iolable this 
impertant seeret, 

Lord Mortimer, aPter Teceiving the 
TO-essage of the eountess^ eent f6r Harris 
to attend him^ ivho found him walking 
np and down tKeapartmentwith a qaick 
aml hurried -step— " Harris,*' said hi» 
k)rdship^ in a tre«ibling voice, '* you 
niust ride to the ne^tt town, where Mrs^ 
Sutton stiM live6> who attended the late 
countess« Her fide>Uty is to be reliedon, 
Gi^e hejr this bank-note of five hundred 
pounds ; tell her that the ehild must be 
reportedto be born dead; I will take 
eare myself to provide for it ; but it shall 
ivever inherit the ryoble name and for- 
liine off>ti^i«iptHKlejit raother. In the 
dusk of the cvemng you ean bring hei^ 
i«i thnough ihe baek door of the garden, 
anKti»p44ie priva*e^ircase wbiehkad* 

to 
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to the gallery oP the eountess's apart-^ 
ments. Remember^ Harris, that should 
the infant be Iiving, whieh God forbid, 
it is to be convejed instantly into my 
ehamber; ]f dead, whieh Heaven grant 
may be the ease, let Sutton dispose of it 
properly herself/^ 

Harris bowed respectfully. His heart 
was full of pity for the eountess^ yet be 
dared not betray the trust his master re* 
posed in him. Silently he returned ta 
in^nire how she was before he set otT.- 
The sorrowful looks of Mrs. Mason 
brought tears into his eyes. This eneou- 
raged her to speak more freely to him>, 
and she besought him^ if possible, not to 
>engage Mrs. Sutton. 

*' I bave a hundred fears/' said she^ 
•* for the safety of the dear ehild. For 
God's sake^ Harris^ if any other assistanee 
ean be proeured, do not employ her ! I 
have heard strange tales respeeting that. 
woman. Notwithstanding her skill, and, 
the good opinion the late eountess had 

of 
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bf her, yet I have heard from high autho- 
'rity that gold has purehased her seeresy 
and silenee in more than one instanee. 
Oh ! if ever my angel mistress was dear 
to you, invent some means to save the 
ehild from being earried to my terd, 
who will never let her see it any more, I 
am eertain." 

" What ean I do ?" replied Harris. " I 
know of no one to whom I should ven- 
ture to-entrust a seeret of so mueh eon- 
sequence to my lord.'* 

A deep groan from the eountess 
alarmed her nurse — " FIy/' said she, 
** Harris^ and let us at least save my be- 
loved lady.** 

Harris, with a heavy heart, proeeeded 
on his way to the next town. In his 
hnrry to proeure assistanee for the eoun- 
tess, lie had taken a high-spirited horse 
of his master's, whieh no person but his 
lordship ever venfured to ride. The ani- 
nal no sooner felt the i^pur of his new- 

rider. 
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irider, than he set afF with ineredibte 
swirtness^ and H^rris, unable to keep his 
seat^ was thrown when he was about three 
miles from the Gaslle. PartHoately for 
him> it was within sight of a house whieh 
stood on the verge of a heath, over whieh 
he had to pass to the next town. The 
man and his wife who lived in it were 
newly eome^ and were strangers to Har- 
ris ; but tbe former eegerly ran to eateh 
the Aying horse» and the latter assisted 
him into her eottage^ and with great hu* 
manity oATered to rub his foot, whieh was 
sprained, with some warm vine^ar— » 
'' Though/* said she, *' stop, friend^ a lit- 
tle bit, and 111 run and aK the gentle^ 
mm^above staii's, for he bees a doetor^ 
and will eure you jn a minute." 

Harris thanked her ; but said he shouU 
soon be well, and would rather have her 
vinegar. The good woman instantly 
warmed* some^ and applied it to his foof. 
(I^r husbaud now returned with the 

horse» 
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borse, nyhom he fastened up 8afe ; and * 
then entering, inqu>red after bis rider, 
and how far he had eome ? 

Harris evaded the question — *' You 
baTe lodgers^ I understand/' said he; 
'* why> I should not have ihooght you 
eould have found room for any in this 
small hou&e." 

" Neees^ty has no law/' replied the 
eottageo '^ and^ in a ease like the present, 
V^e eould do no otherwise than find room. 
About a fortnight ago a gentleman and 
his wire stopped here in a ehaise and 
four, and begged^ for God's sake, we 
wotild let them have a bed, for the lady 
was taken suddenly ill ; so wiTe and I rea'* 
iily gave up ours and a neat tidy room» 
md next morning the poor lady was 
i>ii(Might 4o bed of as fine a girl asever l'd 
ArUh to see. Wife nursed her, and she 
%epB so pure and hearty, that they be 
foing to-«aorrow to travcl slowly to theit 
'wn home.** 

^*D\d 
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^' Did you not say the gentleman was 
a doetor ?" inquired Harris, eagerly. 

" Yes, and I dare say he bees one of 
the tip-top ones, for he tended his wife 
all the time^ and she told my Peggy that 
he had saved many a woman's life/* 

*' Can I speak to hira ?" said the over- 
joyed confidant of lord Mortimer. 

'^ Aye,sure/'replied the eottager. '' ril 
go and ax him to step down/' 

In a moment she returned with a gen- 
tleman whose eountenanee bore evident 
traees of a benevolent and feeling heart. 
Harris bowed, and respectfully inquired 
if he might be permitted to speak to him 
in private ? The gentleman looked sur- 
prised — '' I am an utter stranger in this 
piart of the eountry/' said he, ^' and was 
onily passing through it on my returh 
home, when the unexpected confinement 
of my wife obiiged me to trespass on 
these good people'skindness, and to tum 
them out of their room. To-morrow \ 

mean 
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mean to quit this hospitable eottage; 
but if you really have a desire to make 
any eommunieation to me^ I will eonduet 
you to our little ehamber — you will not 
object to speak before my wife ?" 

Harris replied in the negative; and 
the gentleman left him, to inform the 
lady of her new visitor. Harris was re- 
questcd to eome up^ whieh he did very 
quickly, notwithstandin^ his spraiaed 
foot* 

A lady of Ihe most pleasing appear- 
anee^ who wassueklingan infant, begged 
him, in a sweet voice, to be seated. Har- 
ris looked confused — he hemmed two or 
ihree times; yet the urgeney of the bu- 
siness did not admit of eeremony. 

'' You'II pardon me, sir," said he, " but 
the good woman'below informed me that 
you were a doetor — a midwife, I pre- 
sume?" The gentleman bowed, " I 
was going to the next town," he eonti- 
nued, lowering his voice, *' to proeure 
-one ; but if you will do me the honour 

to 
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to aeeompany me, instead of fhe petson 
I was in quest 0f, it may be the tneatis of 
8aving the life of a young atid lavrfy 
woman, who is in want bf stieh asstst- 
anee.*' 

*' Oh, go then, my dear Waher,** eried 
the lady, " go, I entreat of yon/' 

'' If I aeeompany you," saiid the gen- 
tleraan, " it will merely be beeatn^ you 
te]} mt that my aid may perhaps save 
tbe Iife of a fellow-creature, otherwise 1 
^hould deGline h, as it may interfere with 
my intended jourttey of the momTng, 
whieh I am desirous should not be de- 
layed. Nothrng but the ttrost argeat 
busine^, in short, the death of my father, 
eould have indueed nrte'to leave bome, 
or to suiTer my wife, in the situation she 
was in, to aeebmp^ny me. But who, my 
good Triend, is it that requires my asios^ 
iinee ? your daughter, perhaps?" 

'* No, sir," replied Harris; •* it is one 
fiar my superior. But, sir, wiD you pro- 
mise to go with mc ?'^ 

'' I will/' 



^' I mll" 

" WiH you give me 1 he word of a gen- 
tleman (for that is in fact an oath) that 
you will neither^ at this moment nor any 
Toture one^ seek to find out the plaee to 
v^bich I shall convey you ?" 

The gentleman and his wife looked at 
eaeh other in surprise-—*' I pledge my 
%vord, as a raan of honour^ that I will not, 
by any means, direet or indireet^ seek to 
find out the house^ or theperson that I 
niay attend." 

^ ** Will you, sir, eonsent to my putting 
a bandage over yoiir eyes ? and will you 
be silent on every thing you may see or 
liear at the house you must be conveyed 
to ?•• 

'* I promise most faithftilly to pcrform 
your wishes." 

'' One thitrg more, sir, is requircd of 
you, Should the inRmt be still born, 
that you will earty it away isriih you pri- 
vate!y, and bufy it iii some plaee,* where 
it may rest undiwutbed ?'* 

*' I like 
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"' I Hke not this business/' said ihe 
gentleman ; '* but I haveple(Jged myseir, 
and will not retraet." 

'* Then, for God's sake, sir, eome with 
me direetly ; and here is a triAing pre- 
«ent for your trouble.'* He then prer 
sented him with the bank-note for five 
hundred pounds. 

" You have made a mistake/' said the 
gentleman, returning it. 

^' No, sir, I have not; take it, I beg 
of you, and let no euriosity Induee you 
to violate your word." 

The gentleman now gave the note tQ 
his wifej whom Tie tenderly embraeed; 
and kissing his little bal^e, that reposed 
tranquilly on the bosom of its mothei;, 
he foIlowed Harrisdown stairs. A horse 
belonging to the gentleman's servant wa$ 
jiow saddled. They mounted, and soon 
lost sight of the heath. Harris n9W re- 
quested of his eompanion that he would 
allow him to bIindfoId his eyes, to whieh 
he eonsented, and then, by a eireuitous 

route. 
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^t6iltte/vih\ch made ir ieem mueh further, 

'tney reaehed the Caslle. ilarris passed 

/rhrough the groundsi and up the private 

^atrease, as Jie hadlbeen ordered, then 

into a small anticha|fib€fr bdonging to 

the suit of rooms.\ Here he lefl the 

gentleman, to mfornfi Mason of his sue- 

eess. Overjoyed,- sh# desired him to 

^hew lu his weleome visrtor, while she 

prepared theeountess for his appearanee. 

Harris aeeordingly eondueted him in- 
to the sitting-room of his young'mistress. 
Taking the baudage from his eyes, lie 
"bade him remember his word, lind in the 
iiext ehamber he would find the lady who 
wanted bis assistanee. He then returned 
to the antiroom, to wait4he evenf. 

The stranger, on entering the bed- 
ehamber of the eouritess, was struek with 
the splendor of tbe apartment, and the 
riehnes» of every thing around him. His 
Tnindwas immediately made up as to the 
mystery whieh oeeasioned his visit. On 
a erimson velvet bed, deeply fringed 

voL» II. G with 
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nvith gold, lay the loveIy \vife of Deln- 
''raine. A long white lace^veil was" thrown 
'Over her, at her own request/to conceafl 
-^her features; but the beairtiful white 
iiand, whieh pressed in agony that of her 
nurse, again convinced him it was n\> 
-eomnion person that he attended. « 

Her sobs and groans melted his heart. 
"Kneeling by her side^ he, in a voice of „ 
•Triendly sympathy, conjured her to re- 
press her feelings^ lest her infant might 
buATer. As he knelt^ he contrived to eut 
ff om the eurtain a zig-zag pieee of the . 
•velvet and fringe:, hoping that, at som^ 
future day, it might help to unravel the 
'present seene. Rising to givesome ne- 
eessary orders, his eyes eaught a glimpse 
of a minialure and eha^in, whieh appeared 
to have fallen from the neek of \he stif- 
ierer. This temptation he eould not re- 
-sist; but bastily eatehing up the spark- 
"ling ornament, he eonsigned it to hrs 
poeket, from a feeling whieh was more, 
-honourable than that of mere euriosity. 

The 
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Yhe agonies of the eountess inereased ; 
yet she bore them with saint-like pa- 
tienee, hoping that the.smileef her babe 
would more th^n repay allshe wassuder- 
ing. Alas! hapless mother ! never\vert 
tbou destined to behold the idoIized 
pledge of thy Edmimd's love^ — never to 
iiourish al thy bosom thy husband's image, 
or press thy lips to those of the sw^et 
ir.noeent. 

The stranger, \vliose humanity and ten- 
derness were eonsiderably ex-cited, gave a 
look of sbrrowful meaning to the weep- 
ing nurse, as he beheld the dreadful tor- 
tures of the angelie eountess. In a few 
Dinutes they subsided. The infant was ' 
u'iU born. 

Poor Mason threw over the be]oved 
^ody a rieh mantle, worked by her mis- 
:ress, who was too enfeeb]ed even to in- 
5[uire after her ehild. Harris flew with 
:he weleome tidings to lord Mortimer^ 
►vho exclaimed, in a voice of treri^ulous 

G S gratitude — 



■m 



► 



J24 THE HYPOeUITE. 

gratilude— " My God, I thank thee 1 — Let 
it be disposed of, Harris, as I told you.*' 

His too Taithrul domestie now .return- 
ed, and eondueted the doetor, blindrold 
as before, to thegarden gate, where the 
horses were waiting. They mounted.; 
the gentleman held in his arms the dead 
inTant of the unfortunate eountess. 

When they eame within a mile of the 
heath, Harrissaid — *M feel assured thatl 
may trust you, sir, without my going 
any further." He then undid the band- 
age, when the gentleman, without making 
a reply, set spurs to his horse, and was 
out ofsight in a moment. Harris thought 
this strange, yet attrib\ited it to his de* 
sire of being with his wife; and as he 
felt no apprehensions of being foHowcdf 
he returned to the Gastle by the shortest 
way, not, however, without instinetirely 
easting a look nround him before heen- 
tered the stables. 

The*countess eontiTiued for an hoar 

too 
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too mtieli exhaiisted to artieulate her 
^yishes. \rason hung over her with anx- 
ious soIicitude> hoping she slept, and 
planning to herself the best way in whieh 
she eould aeeount to her for the absenee 
of her ehild. Her beloved lady now 
moved; and Mason put her head down, 
to hear if she wanted any thing. 

In a low faint vo]ce^ the eountesssaid 
— •' My dear Mason, where is my infant? 
let me press it onee to my bosom — that 
bosom whieh I had hoped— — but it is 
ordained otherwise. Mason^ be eom- 
posed — listen to my last wish.' See my 
Edmund— tell hiin that my last prayer 
was for him— that my love will eontinue 
beyond the grave— that my spirit will 
hover over and proteet him from every 
ill— tell him that the terrors of death 
were softened down by our reeent inter- 
views, and that I die convinccd that my 
memory will never be forgotten. — Let 
xny ehild be brought up to devote itself 
to the father who was so saeredly dear to 

c.3 its 
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its molher.** She paused, from excessive* 
weakness, and then eontinued — 

*^ Tell mv father, Mason, that sinee he^ 
refuse,d to see me while I hadstrength to 
support the interview, I would not urge 
it in my last moments. My death wil^ 
atone for my fault — will proeure my par- 
don. The generous Fitz-Aubin I leave» 
guardian of m^y ehild — tell him also to 
remember the last wish of Althea. — Ed* 
mund, beloveds adored, even iti deatk 
idolized, to God I eommend thee in thy 
atBietion !— «-Oh, Pather of merey ! for^ 
give — my idolatry— my disobedienee — > 
p^rdon, and receive my soul !" 

Mason, in an agony of terror, seream-^ 
ed aloud for help^; but the vital spark^ 
had fled. 
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CHAP. V. 

Jem earried his fish as usual to the Gastle^ 
the elosed windows of whieh, and the- 
streaming eyes of the dotnesties, terrificd > 
this wor'thy rustie. The housekeeper 
toldhim to leave what'he had brought— 
" May Ibe so bold as to ax aPter the^ 
oountess ?" said Jbm, twirling his ha^ 
abouti 

Mrs. Sibthorpe'S tears ft6wed affesh— 
^* AikyJemy the <rountess is an angel iir 
heaven now/* 

This was more than Jem*s f6rtitud^* 
eould bear ; he forgot his respeet to Mrsi 
Sibthorpe, and seating himself in a ehair, 
he sobbed aloud. Reeovering himself, 
he begged paidon for the liberty he had 
taken; but^ ^' upon his soul, he eould 
aot helpit.*' 

The good housekeeper eould' have 
bugged Jem, for the reeling whieh he 

4 displayed. 
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displayed» She gave him a glass orher 
best wine, and made hina sit down aerain 
until he had drank ir. " The lord ha' 
merey on us!" eried lem»; " who'd a* 
thought that one so young and- good 
should be eaught away from us so qiiick, 
just like^ as I may say^ the pretty ftawers^ 
in the Seld^ or the blossoms o( the trees/* 

'' Ah^ Jem^ she was good indeed ;. 
many a poor person has lost the stay ol 
their family^ now she's gone. She had 
no pride, no haughtiness — -^ust like her 
mother^ and there was not a dry eye for 
ten miles when shs was taken. firam us^ 
Oh, how bitter will be my lord's reflec- 
tions! — I would not be him for all his. 
nwney." 

'^ And who will pluek up eourage ta 
tell her husbaml?" said Jem. '^lse sure 
it wont be I, for I shall blubber likeai 
fooL I knows. I hope the poor baby is 
a1ive ? that wili be some comfort to.bim« 
poor man.*' 

" N04 Jemj the baby was born dead^ 

and; 
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and my lady only lived about two hoiirs 
afterward9." 

" More's the pity," eried Jem, still 
sobbing. " Why, to lose wife and ehild* 
all at onee, is enough to make a man go 
\%Hd and hang himself/' 

Jem now wiped away his tears^ whieb; 
however, eontinued to run down his 
eheeks, and took a sorrowfuI Ieave ot 
Mrs- Sibthorpe; He loitered home, 
ashamed to shew the humanity of his 
heart, and afraid to see either Dupree or 
his masters. The latter were anxiously 
watehing for him before the house, and 
flew to meet him. Jem turned hastily 
away. . The diike eaught his arm — '* Any. 
letteri Jjfem?'* said he, in a trembling 
voicev " How- is the eountess ?** 

" Don't know/' replied Jem, trying.to 
get away. 

" WhatP* exclaimed Delorainfe,''have 
you not been to the Gastle this morningi 
iem?" 

G. 5 '^ I bees 
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'' I bees in a hurry, and ean't stop t.a 
talk now/' said Jeni, hiding his face. 

More and more alarmed, they drew 
him fiirther from the farm, and besought 
him to tell them if he had heard how the- 
eountess was. Jem eould stand it no. 
longer; but, sobbing, said — '' I mun go, 
I mun go; do, pray ye, maister BelviIIe> 
letlgo.*' 

'' For God's sake, Jem/.' exclaimed the 
distraeted Deloraine, '' do not torture 
me thus! — for God's sake tell me the 
worst at onee !'* 

Jem broke from them, and rushed into. 
the farm. Deloraineand the duke look- 
ed at eaeh other, for a few minutes, in 
speeehless agony — " Come, my dearest, 
friend/' said his graee, taking the passive 
hand of Deloraine, " the foolish eonduGt 
of this ignorant rustie has excited fears 
whieh may be groundless. I will ques« 
tion h m again '* 

Deloraine suATered himself to be led 

into 



> 
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inlo the house^ where the first sight that 
met his eye was the mother and sisters of " 

t 

Jeni erying as if their hearts would break, . 
while, as thefriends entered, Jem again^ 
endeavoured to eseape.- Deloraine seiz- 
ed the hand of dame Hoinely, and eon- 
jured her to tell him-what was the matter. 

" Don't tell 'em, mother," eried Jem, 
'' pray don't tell 'em." 

" Hold your tongue/yousi4fy fellow/* 
snid she ; *' why should I not tell the gen- 
tletnen thal it has pleased God to take 
away from usour dear, dear'COuntess?" 

Deloraine heard no more ; he stagger- 
ed baek a few.paces, and fell into the 
arms of the duke> who was himseU too 
mueh shoeked to support him. T!\\e 
screamsof the women-brought Dupree- 
ta the assistanee of his master. 

" I thought how'twouldbe,"said Jem. 
•* I told you>motber, not to tell the hus^- 
band .of the eouotess she was dead/' 

Dame Homely was no sooner inform- 
cd of this unexpected relationship, than^ 
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sbe turned all her attention towards the 
unfortunate DeToraine. Shehelped Du- 
pree to convey him to Bed, while Jem 
was dispatehed to the next town for the 
doetor. Almost lifeless himseie yet the 
duke would not quit his insensible friend9 
but true to the wish of the departed an- 
gel whom both adored, he watehed by 
his bedside with unwearied solicitude> 
not taking his eyes oAT him, except to 
write these words to doetor Bennet : — 

" My poor friend requiresyourimme- 
diate presenee. Our loss is irreparable 
— the angelie eountess is no more." 

As soon as the doetor anrived^ whom 
Jem had been sent to fetch^ he opened 
a vein in the arm of his patient^ whieh 
restored him to Iife. Unelosing his lan- 
guid eyes on the melaneholy faee of his 
aATeetionate friend, Deloraine remem- 
bered his loss, and pressing the hand af 
the duke to his lips, sighing, said — *' I 
sball not trouble yoii long, Fitz-Aubin; 
my Althea waits to receive me in her 

arms; 



arms ; scc, see, she smilea upon me — she 
beekons me to foltew her l I eome, I 
eome, my beloved> my wife !" 

Again he sunk baek motionless ; and 
^he doelor^ who feared the .efrects o( this 
sevcre relapse, requested that further ad- 
viGe mightbe had> mentioning the name- 
of a physieian who lived about ten miles- 
from the village. Dupree was instanrly. 
dispalehed to the house of doetor Sefton. 
The good-natured felIow made his horse 
fiy ; but the physieian was sent for to 
attend lord Mortimer. 

Dupree immediately returned, and: 
ealling at the Gastle^ requestcd to speak 
to the housekeeper. ludging that now 
the lovely eountess was dead, her husr 
band would not remain eoneealed, he 
begged her to inform the physieian that 
his presenee was. required at Homely 
Parm^ as soon as possible, to a gentie* 
man who lay dangerously ill. 

'' Ah/' said Mrs. Sibthorpe, '' I know 

who 
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who it is. God enable him to bear his^ 
double loss, for it is indeed asevere one !** 

Dupree now- hastened to his master^ 
and was rewarded f6r iiis trouble and his 
speed by a handsome present from the 
duke, and what was of stiU-greater valae^- 
his approbation of his eonduet. 

The physieian soon^ eame, and found- 
Deloraine ii> the- highest state of deli- 
rium. His eries and- ravings soon in- 
formed him who he was, and the eause* 
of his illness. Turningtowardsthe duke, 
whose dignified aspec4 eommanded re- 
speGt — *' ITear,- sir,'* said he, *' that this 
unfortunate young man will fall a Yietim.' 
ta the fever whieh pow eonsumes him*^ 
It he has aoy relatioiis, it will be hest to 
appri^e them of his situation, You are 
perhaps iie;arly related to him yourself^ 
and seem to require almost as.mueh aN 
tention.'* 

The duke, grearty agitated, serupled 
not to ^yow. his name and attaebment to 

tbe. 



^ 



tho unhappy husband of the epuntess^ 
slating that he had already sent oAT ex- 
press to doetor Bennet, the unele of ihe 
suATerer. 

*' This. is an unfortunate affair altoge- 
ther/' replied the physieian. *' I haye 
just quitted lord Mortimer, who is aU 
most distraeted at the loss of his only 
ehild.. Erom him I learned of herelan- 
destine raarriage^ and the mannerof her. 
death. He seems uneommonly bitter. 
against this gentleman, as the eause of . 
all that has happened. 1 know only his. 
sf ory ; but really it. appears to me that 
his lordship has aeted with great impru- 
denee, I may say. crMcl(y, towards his . 
daughter. Iknow.the family, of doetor. 
Bennet well, and should not have sup- 
posed^ frQm some eireumstanees, that his 
lordship would have been so averse ta 
the mateh." 

The duke, in justice to lord Mortimer^ 
e^plained that he was still ignorant of 
tbe real parents of his friend— '' But/* 

said 
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said his graee, with generous warmth]^'' 
'' his own worth and exaUed merits ought 
to have been sufficientto have excused 
his Iove, to a mind like lord Mortimer's; 
my friend needed not the reeoramenda- 
tion of a name — his talents and virtues. 
ennobled himself." 

" Hfe is at least bappy in possessing 
sueh frieRdship as yours; but I am seri- 
onsly alarmed for his recovery, and hope- 
his unele will lose no time in obeying 
Tour summons.'* Then takino: from the 
medicijie-chest of the duke what he^ 
thought- proper^ he made up some 
draughts, whieh he ordered to be given- 
every two hours, and promised his graee , 
to eall again before night. 

The situation of the alTeetionate duke 
was greatly to be pitied. He was him8elf 
mueh indisposed, from the shoek he had 
reeeiyed^yet^ faithful to the desiresof A^r 
for whom he had sacrificed all personal' 
feelings, he refused to quit the side of 
the raying Delorame, although Dupree 

e;jrnestly, 
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«arnestly entreated his master to let him 
supply his plaee. The females of the- 
house also begged to be allowed to at- 
tend the object of universal sympathy ; 
^nd poor Jem waa a» deeply interested in- 
the fate of thesuATerer as any of his fai» 
mily. 

No alteratioo appeared likeTy to take 
plaee in the distraeted husband of the 
mueh-lamented eountess. The duke ad- 
ministered his draughts; but he tonti- 
Mued to ravc in the most dreadful way, 
ealling on Heavcn to ayenge the murder 
oC his. wifc and ehild. JE)oGtor Seftoa 
gaye no bopes of his rccovcry ; and'tbe- 
tears of the farmcr's family were redou^ 
bled by thia intelligenee. ■ 

The duke, almost eshausted, yet look- 
^ forwArd to the an:ival of his unele with 
some degrec^of hope. Tho^ wortby doc-> 
tor Bennet lost not a moment in the 
journey; and the duke^ wornoutwith 
watehing and with sorrow, had hardly 
&treogtb lpft to rcceive bim. After he 

had. 
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had embraeed his insensible nephew, Ker» 
examined ihe preseription of his brother- 
physieian^ made some alteration in ir, 
and mixing up a draught for the duke^ 
besought him to retire to his own eham- 
berand eompbse himself. 

" I will supply yoiTr plaee, my dear- 
duke/'said he;^^ the spirit of the be- 
Ioved angel, whose loss we now deplore,^ 
will rest satisHed with my attendanee ;. 
yo« want rest, to enabl^you ta go through. 
the duttes of. your guardiansbip. Leave 
the eare of :my nephew to me*; his fever» 
must be conqaered somehow or other, . 
aiid then I shall entertain hopes of his- 
yet gettingv owr this terrible ealamity.** . 

The duke felt that he eould not refuse« 
the wish of doetor Bennet; he theref6re 
took his preseription, and retired to hi^ 
yoom^ leaving his poor friend in thearms- 
of his unele, and altended by dame 
Homely and her eldest daughter. Na-^ 
tiire was eompletely worn out; and.I>u- 
pree saw, with satisfaction^ that his maste^ 

sooa:. 
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J^on fell into a sound sleep, whieh eonti- 
niied for sevepal houre, and from whieh 
he rose refreshed and strengthened. His« 
iirst ma\»ement was to the ehamben of his 
fricnd, whom he found still the same; 
yet doetor Bennet gave himr hope Qf. a 
Ghange,from the remedieshe hadapplied. 

No tender- mother eould.wateh oyir» 
her o*ily treasure with more soh'eitude 
t+ian did theduke of Fitz-Aubin over the 
husband of his adx>red eountess^ E^ery 
inovement of his= feature6 was notieed by 
him with anxicty— -his own e^istenee* 
seemed to depend on that of Deloraine. 

Al length, on the third day after the. 
death of the eoiintess^ the fever abated^r 
a4id ber husband beeame sensible of the 
presenee of his uneleand friend. Press^ 
i-ng a hand of eaeh to his heart, he thank- 
ed them for theirkindness, and expressed 
great satisfaction at seeing his unele. Ile 
requested to sit up> whieh was immedir- 
ately eomplied with; and dame Homely 
brought him her.e^sy-ehair^ and pillowed 
-^ it 
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it all roundy to make it soPt for hira; 
The settled despair whieh his eoiinte- 
nanee e^hibited alarmed his unele even 
more than his ravings. Ile took his 
hand^ while the ddke held the other^ and 
spoke ta him of tbe loss he had sustained. 
Deloraine heard him unmoved; not a 
tear ^ell from ,his eyes. He conversed 
upon the unkind Gonduet of lord i!l|orti- 
mer» ealled him again the murderer of 
his wife andehild, and seemed to feel en-- 
raptured at the idea of soon joining her 
in heaven« He beheld the emotions of 
the duke and his unele — heard the sobs. 
of the formeri yet stitrpreserved1he-same 
apathy. 

As soon as he had retired to his bed^ and; 
wasapparently aslieep^ the doetor said — 
'^ It is now that I fear for the life of Ed- 
mund. Something must be done to eom- 
pel him to shed tears, or he is lost. This. 
dreadfulwantoffeelingwilleitherquickly. 
bereave him of hissenses or his existence. 
Wq must g&t him conveyed to> tbe Cas- 
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lle — he must see the eorpse of his wife ; 
on that alone rests my hope of saving 
him." 

'^ Dreadfut alternativc !" t'eplied 'the 
duke, with a shudder of agony. '* Can 
nothino: else be thought of ?" 

" Nothing," said his unele. '' I wifl 
:go myself to the Gastle, and proeure the 
^onsent of lord Mortimer for my.poor 
nephew to be admitted to see the loved 
Temains of the wife he adores. But you, 
iny dear duke, may weU be spared this 
trial of your regard." 

^* I must aeeompany him," replied bis 
steadv friend. " Over the cofBn of our 
niutuaIlv-beloved Althea will Irenew mv 
'^'ow of aSeetion to ber husband; my 
presenee may be of senriee to him in the 
hour of trial." 

Doetor Bennet presKd kh band warm- 
ly. Thoogh deeply zt[ected at the de* 
plorable eoodition of his eepnew, he re- 
yertbeless paid a ys%i tribate to the |:!o- 
rioas {naMaip of tbe aSeetionate Fl:r- 
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-Aubin; then orderin^ his earriage, pm- 
eeeded to pay his iinpleasant visit to the 
Gastle. It was with difficulty that he 
gained admittanee to the pr^senee of lorJ 
Mbrtimer, who ihdeed looked an object 
deserving of eompassion, as he sat on a 
co^Jch'siipported by hi» sister, lady Wil- 
'iTiington^ herself the pieture of gri^f. 

No sooner was the meianihg of his vf- 
sit made known, and his relationship to 
the unfortutiate Delorame^ than the earl 
immediately eoiisented to his request, 
and aeknowledged that he had earried his 
resentment too fap— " Had I but known," 
said he, ^' that I>udley was th^ son of 
Elizabeth Bennet, I should have forgiveH 
the injury his father did me, and, for the 
sake of his mother, would have loved the 
object of my poor ehild's aATeetion. 
Pity me, doetor Bennet, for I am indeed 
desening your eommiseration, Stung^ 
to the soul by the idea tbat the only hope 
of my fami]y had thrown herself away 
upon one whose parents might^ when 

known. 
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knowD^ eall a blush upon her eheek, and 
enraged at hisseeming duplieity and pre- 
fiiimption, I determined to annul thek* 
marriage, and oblige her io give her 
hand to the duke oT Pit-e-Aubin^ a man 
'every way worthy of her." 

'^ The duke/* replied ^the physieian, 

" is the best.friend of my nephew ; he is 

'i\ov/ with him, and hasnever quit(ed him 

sinee they eame here. It was through 

the noble friendship of the duke that Ed- 

mund was enabled to see your daughter. 

.Love conquers e^ery obstaele, and laughs 

-at dangers. My poor boy boldly sealed 

■the walIs.Gf the Gastle from tberiver^ and 

entered at the window of his wife. Oh, 

my lord, had you been less stern — had 

you soffered your own natural feelings 

^of aneetion to direet you, ail might yet 

have l]feen well, and we should not per- 

'haps, as now, have to deplore a loss like 

that of the eountess." 

Lady Wilmington was obliged to leave 
the room. 

" iMjr 
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'* My deepest affliction/^ said the mi- 
serable father, " is, that I refused fo see 
my beloved ehild — ^that she died without 
Teceiving tny pardoti, my blessing — ^and 
rhat my anger even extended towards the 
innoeent infant, who I eommsinded, iT 
born dead, to be removed, and buried 

m 

privately by the person who attended 
her. 1 would now, were it possible, liave 
it interred withits poor mother J butHar- 
ris tells me it was a stranger that attend< 
ed on the eountess.** 

Doetor Bennet, shoeked beyond mea- 
siire at this fresh instanee of the earl's 
resentment, eould searee offer him the 
eommon eondolenees of humanity. 

** All that I ean now do to atone for 
my fault/' said his lordship, " is to de- 
Yote the remainder of my days towards 
rendering those of your nephew eom- 
fortable. Do you think he willsee me? 
do you think he will forgive the father 
of his Althea^ and eonsent to pass with 
me the rest of his life^ and supply the 

plaee 
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plaee oF my lost darling, my beloved 
daughter?" 

" I will not dec^ive yoii, my lord/' re- 
plied the doetor, " with any sueh hope. 
It will be long, if ever, befdre he reeo- 
vers from the severe shoek he has receiv- 
ed. His high spirit will not let him ac- 
eept favoiirs from one who has been the 
eause of all his misery, and whose violent 
resentment proeeeded from his not pos- 
sessing a name that entitled him to your 
notiee. Edmund will forgive as a Ghris- 
tian^ but he will feel like a man, and I 
am eertain, my lord, will al.ways avoid 
your presenee. Pardon me for what I 
have uttered ; I should be wrong were I 
to deceive your lorriship, Ilis Jife de- 
pends upon this last hope, whieh I allow 
rayself to eherish, that the sight of her 
he has so fondly idolized will eall forth 
tears, whieh alone ean save him/' 

The. doetor now withdrew to his ear- 
riage, leaving lord Mortimer deeply af- 

voL. II» H fccted 
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reeted by the visit, and fhe unexpecte<I 
discovery that Dudley, the man he had 
thus perseeuted, was'the son of that Eli- 
aabeth whom he had so tenderly lovcd in 
his youth, and whose loss he had oeea- 
•sionally deplored ever sinee her elope- 
tnent. His strong resemblanee to eap- 
tain Deloraine was now aeeounted Tar; 
and while he remembered the injary that 
gentleman had done him, he nevertheless 
felthfs heart soften towards his son, for 
fhe sake 6f the mother. Most bitterly 
did lord Mortimer now lament to his sis* 
ter his illiberal eonduet, and serupled not 
to aeeuse himself as having brought on 
fhe death of the eountess by his il1-judged 
severity. 

Lady Wilmington, altttough she felt 
that he had aeted wrong, waS. too gentle 
and alTeetionate to reproaeh her brother. 
She pitied thedeep alHietion he wasnovr 
«uATering under; and, with great affec- 
t\ot\, determined, if she eould not draw 

hiin 
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tiim rrom the seene oF his distress, to send 
for her ehildreti slnd their tutor, and re- 
main and %h^tt Uh sorroWs. 

Stroiigty sitlstehed to hit departed 
«ieee, <he marchi6ness veas convinccd 
that the earl woold feel more keenty her 
loss eaeh sueeeeding year ; she eonsidei'- 
ed it therefore as her duty to soften, as 
wueh a^ possibTe, the irreparable depri- 
•vation he had sttstained, and generously 
reSoIved[ that nothtiig should be wanting 
on her part to retvder the remainder"of 
his liPe^ if not happy, at least comfort- 
afele and tratiquil. 



eHAP. VI. 



Trt*t next day doetor Bennet asked l\i^%^ 
phew to go with him a short distat\^-^ c 
an airing ; and the duke and Dur>>. ^ 
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«isted him into the rarriage, and helped 
lo support him. The experiment, in his 
debilitated state, was extreraely hazard- 
-ous; yet his upele affirmecl, ihat unless 
he eould be made to weep, his recovery 
was impossible. , Arrived at the Gastle^ 
they liPted him out, and earried him into 
ihe apartment whieh eontained the re- 
mains of his wife. Deloraine, enfeebledj 
lainted as they plaeed him on a eoueh, 
ye;t, soon recovering, he gazed wildly 
around, then asked why he had.been re- 
mdved ? 

" My dear nephew/* said his unele, 
*' to-morrow your beIoved Althea will 
be interred, and I thought you would like 
to see her for the last time." 

Ile stared vacantly at his unele^ then 
at the duke, who vainly tried to repress 
Jiis sobs. Poor Mrs. Mason now eame 
forward, and taking his hand, inquired if 
he did not know her ? 

" Oh yes, you are the nurse of the 

eountess 
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eountess of Brandon. But %vhere is she? 

Why am I brought here ? Whose eelEir 

is rhat ?'• 

*^* Let us carrv him to it," said the doe- 

tor. " Be firm, my dear duke: support 

him/nurse — it is our last hope." 

They now led him towards the sad rc- 

eeptaele of aU human greatness. Mason 

drew baek the pall^ and nncovered the 
eoSin. Beaiitirul as a sleeping angel ap- 
peared the IoveIy eountess — a smile of 
heavenly resignation was yisible on hee 
eountenanee. The ehoieest Aowers had 
been eulled, to ornament her narrow 
mansion^ and some of them were plaeed 
round her head, and gave a blush to her 
eheeks, whieh rendered the illusion more 
striking. 

The duke searee breathed ; while De- 
k>raine bent Gver the eold remains of his 
soul's idol, his unele trembling with hope 
and fear for the event. 

*' It is my Althea ! — my murdered 
wiTe y \ie at length exclaimed, and burit» 

H 3 iU^r 
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ing into tears^ fell baek into tbe arms of 
bis unele. 

" Oh God ! I thank thee !" said doo 
tor Bennet. *' My poor boy will yet 
live/' 

Again tbe unrortunate hiisband of the 
eountess rais^d himself ^roni tbis shoulder 
of his afflicted friend^ and bung over the 
beautiful eorpse. 

*' And art tbpu indeed torn from my 
fond arms ? — am I never more to hear 
thy sweet VQicc- pr see tl)v angrel cves 
beam on me full of transport ? Oh^ my 
murdered wife!— my Althea! — my ador- 
ed ! Tby Edmund's here — he ealls thee. 
Alas! alas! she is no more !*' Agaia 
his tears Aowed passionately. 

'* Where is mv ehild ? that at least is 
spared me; her eruel father has not mur- 
dered Hiat too ? Speak^ Masod> where 
is my ehild ?" 

" In Heaven, with its mother, my dear 
Edmund/* replied his unele. ^* It has 
pleased God to afflict you thtis heavily ; 

but 
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but remember^ my dear nq>hew, that it 
is the duty of a Ghristian to submit ta 
his deerees." 

Deloraine, almostlifeles9> pressed his 
Kps to those of his inanimate wife. He 
shuddered at the iey toueh — " Yes, most 
adored^" said he, raising his eyes and 
burning hands to Heaven, *' thou said 
most prophetieally, that whea next we 
met, ' it would be for ever/ Oh, my 
angelie Althea, in HeaveD we shall meet 
again; there no gruel father ean divide 
eur Itoyes. — Fi tz- Aubiii,. broiher ot my 
aoul, art thou, too^ here to take a last 
look at thy worshipped Althea? Oh, 
where is now the smile that thrilled U5 
with rapture ?— where the enehanting 
voice — the dove-like eye, that dissolved 
my soul in teoderness most exquisite ? 
My poor baby gone— all — all torn fromF' 
me — 'tis hard — hard indeed !" 

Exhausted, he sunk on the coffin ; and 
the doetor thought it piudent to remove 
him, insensible as he was. On arriving 

H 4t. at 
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at ttie farTn, he was piit to bed ; and his 
iinele affbrded the duke the only eonsalar- 
tion now Ieft him, the hope that this 
sliimber would be decisive. 

Aeeording to his expectation, Delo- 
rain6 awoke perfectly sensible, though 
niueh weakened. He ealled for his 
friend, who was sitting by his side, and 
looking at him earriestly, sa.id — '^ Fitz- 
Aubin, .have I been dreaming ? or did I 
in reality behold the beIoved form oT my 
adored Althea ?*' The expressive fea- 
tures of the duke convinced him it was 
no dream, and he wepl bitterly his irre- 
parable loss. 

As soon as the funeral of the eountess 
was over, poor Mason, anxious to per- 
form the last wish of her dear mistress, 
paid a visit to the wretehed husband, 
who, while his grief was renewed by the 
sight of her, yet felt a melaneholy plea- 
sure in listening to the last request of 
his beloved Althea. He made her repeat 
at eaeh visit the dying words of the eoun- 

tess; 
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tess; and his heart swelled with indigna- 
tion at the inhumanity. of her father inr 
refusing to see her,'and in sending awajr 
the innoeent eause of her death. 

Slowly he recoveredi and began to 
walk in the garden o( the farm> support- 
ed by the doetor and. his graee; yet a* 
deep and settled melaneholy seemed to 
have taken possession of him . The beau - 
ties of naturei whieh be enthasiastieally 
admired^ no longer pleased ; he was 
grateful for the kind attentions of the fa- 
niily; but he never srailed^ except on the 
approaeh of the duke or his unele^ and 
they determined to remove him, as soon 
as they eould do it with sa^ety^ to a spot 
whieh would not tontinuallv remind him 
of her he so ardently Ioved. 

Lord Mortimer seot daily jnqujries af-> 
ter his health, to whieb doetor BesDet re- 
turned a civilreply; but i»henJbeit)ea- 
tioned the attention^ <A lji& loid^^, ths 
blood rushed into ib<: ^Jt lieei. o: his 
neptiew. 
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*^What!'' hc exckimcd, '' and does 
theinurdererof my wifeand inrant moek 
me %vith hts aSTeeted sympathy? Ko^ 
no; it is the son of EK74ibeth, not the 
negleeted and injured hus^and of his 
datighter, that lord Mortimer now eon- 
deseends to inquire after." 
/*■ '^ But, my dear Edmund, remember 
that lord Mortimer has also lost the last 
ft>nd hope of his family; he aeknow- 
ledges he has done wrong — he wishes to 
make y ou all the reparation in his power/' 

'' Reparation !" eried Deloraine, eon- 
temptuously, *' oh, ray dear unele, what 
reparation ean his lordship aATord me ?— 
has he not robbed me of ail that was dear 
to me on earth ?— has he not murdered 
my wife, and eonsigned my helpless in- 
hxii to be thrown on some dungheap^ 
instead of resting on the pure bosom of 
its mother? — oh, has he not done all 
this? and now to insu^t me wiih hia wil- 
lingness to make reparation — 'tis more 
than human patienee ean endure ! What' 

ean 
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oan atone for the loss or her my heart 
doted on^ and with whoml fond]y hoped 
I sbould end my days ? — What ean atone 
foc bis having made the world beeome a 
desert to me, for his having torn from me 
my all of eartbly happiness^ my wife^my 
beloved^. my adored Althea ? Ob^ my 
dear unele, my noble friend^ let us leave 
tbis plaee^ whieh eontains the remains of 
all tbat eould render existence yaluable, 
but whleh likewise eontains the man 
whom I shall ever eall her murderer/* 

This was wbat his unele wished for; 
butnosooner was their intended removaI 
made known» than all the honest people 
ejcpressed their sorrow at the thought of 
losing them^ more partieularly the hus« 
band of their revered .eountess. . It how^ 
ever eonsoled them to be told by Delo- 
raine that he wished ta retain a ehamber 
in tbe fariii^ to whieh he might return^ for 
a short time, wheae\'er he felt the ineli* 
nation. The best room they. had was 
unmediately eonsigned to him> witK ai) 

H a earnest 
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earnest prayer that he would at least oc* 
eupy it some part of every summer. 

Jem^ to whom Deloraine was attaehed^ 
for the respectful love hebore the eoun* 
tess, and for the feeling he had evinced 
at her untimely fate, joyfully agreed t© 
follow the fortunes of (he melaneholy 
Wanderer. Sueh Deldraine intended to 
be; and for that reason, when Mrs. Ma- 
son testiiied some regret at the idea of 
quitting the Gastle and the 'diseonsolate 
earl, he forbore to press her on the sub- 
ject, thinking that she would be niore 
comfortable under the same roof that had 
sheltered her for so many years, than 
witb him, who felt that it would be im- 
,possible to remain any settled time in 
one plaee. 

' Gieely was not the least who felt dis- 
pirited at the- idea of their departure^ 
She was too artless to eoneeal her feel- 
ings, and the tearsrolled rapiilly down her 
eheeks, while she sobbed as if her heart 
would break. Dupree was not only a 

pleasant 
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pleasant eomp^nion^ but he was atso an 
excellent young man. He had seen, with 
regret, the innoeent proofs of Gieely's 
attaehment^ but honour forbad^ his tak- 
ing advantage of them, or giving her the 
least reason to hope that he eould Iove her 
in return. He saw her extreme distress 
with pit^<* and tender eompassion, and ais 
he beheld her leave the room and turn 
into a lane by the side of the farm, he 
eould not resist the humane impulse 
whieh urged him to follow, and, if pos- 
sible, sooth her affliction. 

Poor eieely had flung herself down 
under the hedge^ and, with her head half 
hid in her lap/ was erying bitterly. Du- 
pree's light step on the turf was not 
heard ; and he was seated by herside be- 
fore she wasaware of his preseriee. Co- 
louring deeply, she would have risen, but 
he prevented her; and taking her hand, 
kindly inquiired what had thus agitated 
her ? 

•'Ah, 



'^ Ab>. now you are only jeeririg me, 
Mn Dupray ; you knows well enough 
wiiat bees the matter with I; and 'tisn'i 
kind of you to make game of a poor 
oountry girl^ whose heart's» ready to. 
burst^ and all through you.*^ 
■ . '^ Through me, Gieely ! I shoukl bc 
miserable iT I thought Ibad ever given. 
you eause for this uneasiness, Ihayeen* 
deayouredi ever sinee leame to tbe farm^ 
\o treat you Itke a brolher, and bje. as^ 
sured^ my dear Crcely> I shall.ever Iova 
you as sueh/* 

eieely raised her eyes to his face— na* 
ture gave them ai> expression roore 
touehing than all the studied language of 
%xi. It shot through the soul af Dupree* 

'* Dearest Gieely/.' saki he; thro^ing 
one ami round her waist, ^^ I will not ap^ 
pear to misconceive the mean<ing or tbose 
sweet eyes, whieh reprpaeh me for lay 
<:oIdness and insensibiiily tasueh beiuty 
as yours, Alas ! my beating heart at this 

moment: 
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rnoment provc* to the eontrary. Dry. 
your eyes, dear Gioely, and hear my dc- 
fencc. 

" About six years ago, my father, who 
was a respeetable tradesman^ died sud* 
denly, leating my mother, with a iarge- 
Ikmily^ under great embarrassments. To^ 
assist in bringing up her ehildren, shei^ 
determined to turn dress-raaker; and- 
amongst those who honoured her by 
their eommands, was the duehess of Fitz^ 
Aubim Struek with the manner8oFmy» 
mother, her graee inquired into her eir- 
eumstanees, and on learning her situ- 
ation, bencvolently sent two of my sis-' 
ters to sehool^ to have them perfectcd for 
teaehers, or forany other lineof life they 
might prcfer. 

•' I was then si xteen ; my father had- 
givcn me a good edueation, intending 
that I irtiould foIIow his business ; but this 
I disliked ; and my mother' wds endea- 
vouring to get me into some eouhting- 
hottse^ when, rortutiately for me, the 

duke 
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}ieart disappointed in its dearest hopes ; 
yet I told ber she had nothing to fear 
from my anger — her seeret should re- 
main safe with me — I would keep her 
^s my wife, but that the whole world 
should never induee me tg eonsider her 

• 

as siK:h. Iler good eonduet sinee that 
fatal night has^ I confesSj gained my es- 
teem. I pity her srtuation, and wiilingly 
do all I ean to make her comfortable; 
but I eannot love her, for her want of 
GonHdenee in my honour and prineiples. 

'' Thus ypu see, my.dear Cicely, that 
.my hard fortu»e has tied. me to one I 
eannot live with as a wife, and separated 
me from another, whbse innoeeney and 
artless tenderness would make me happy/' 

** I do pity ye, I do indeed," said Cice- 
ly, sobbing again, " and I do pity her, 
.ihough she did wrong in deceiving you. 
Oh, I should break my heart quite to 
have sueh a husband and not live with 
him.'* 

Dupree aghin eaught her to his breast 

— « i love 
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— '* l love yoti, C\ci\f 5 I Teei not^ dlf 
the erwelty of my lot, sinee, were I srrt- 
gfe, i Wouid prefer my sweet coatrfry 
»aid to all the wometi t havc ever seen." 
" *' And must I f6se yoii?" iniiaired 
eieely, with a voicc 6f mehing softness. 
^' Oh dear, I shall die— I know I shalldie, 
if I must lose you." 

This was toor maeh for I)npree. His 
arms eneireTed the waisrt of Crcely~het 
face was pressed to his— and her white 
bosom was diseernible thrbugh lfhe hand- 
kerchief, whieh w^s now partly remov- 
ed from her neek. Ibupree felt ihe 
power 6f her eharms afnd of hef tender- 
ness. The rove of tiiis innoeent girl ^as 
eapable of aATording him the highesthap- 
piuess, of rewatding him for the depri- 
vations he had Suffered in his domestit 
eoneerrts; yet how was he to beeome 
master bf it ? by the r'uin of an artle^ 
aiid confiding hearl', rhat doted on him 
with trusting fondness? 

*' No^** said he, pressing his lip^ to 

hers. 
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liers, '' may I perish, Cicely, if I take ad- 
vantage of thy aiTeetion ! I eannot make 
thee tny wi^e — I will not degrade thee by 
tnaking thee my mistress/' 

Theii raising her' from the ground, !icf 
t:ontlnued — " Dearest Cicely, dry your 
tearS. Yod wiil always be dear to me. 
t promise to see you again before long: 
«ndeav<)ur (o let your domestiedutiesre- 
^tor« you to your usual eheerPulness. 
Jem will^ ere long, revisit you and his 
family, and fhen I will aeeompany him ; 
and I shall hope, dearest Gieely, to find 
you happy^s when I first saw you/' 

Gieely felt somewhat more resignedat 
tliis promise of Dupree's. She wiped 
away her tears, and tried to smile, but 
her heart was too full — " I shall never 
<do any good any roore at home," said 
she, "^ and I wish you would try and get 
me some plaee in Lunnun, for I shall ne- 
ver like home any more/' 

Dupree, alarmed at this proposal, got 
her to promise that she would not quit 

homej 
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home> unless she tirst eonsulted him^ and 
that she would. at all events^ stay until 
she saw him again. 

'' But be you in earnest now ? and 
will vou indeed eome baek to the farm?" 

*^ Yes^ on my soul, I will, Cicely. My 
master.will not refuse me leave, I am 
eoniielent; nay, it is most likely that 
when Mr. Deloraineeomes down, hewill 
eome with him ; if not, you may still de- 
pend on seeing me." 

"I hope there's noharm,"said Cicely, 
*' in eoming down to see I. God knows 
my heart, I would not injure your wife, 
^nor seek to 'tiee you from her; but if 
you do not live with her as husband and 
wiTe^ why, it ean't harm her your eoming 
to see I." 

" No, dearest Cicely, you will never 
do her any harm, or any body else, wil- 
fully, I am sure. She is in a bad stateof 
health, and her own reflections help to 
make her worse, 111 as she has treated 
me, I do not allow her to want for any 

thing 
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thing that ean restore her ; but I assure 
you, eieely, that I do not expect she is 
long for this world." 

*' Poor ereature," exclaimed the kind- 
hearted girl, very innoeently, and with- 
out any seeond meanin^g, '* it will be a 
good thing if it please God to take her. 
To bc married, and not live with her hus-% 
band, is sad — sad work indeed! May- 
hap, if she dies, you will marry some 
fine lady, and never think of c6ming 
baek to the Tarm." 

'* And do you really think so, Gieely ? 
Havc I not told you that I Iove you ? and. 
do you d1$beHeve me ? No, my dear 
girl, whatever may bc myeireumstanees, 

■ 

youshall see me again.'* 

They now returned to the farm, where 
eieely longed for night to eorne, that she 
might diselose to her aAeetionate wSusnn 
the conver3^tion whieh she had had with 
hcrl.over; andDupreeeongratulatedhim- 
self upon the victory he hadgained o-yer 
his passions and inelinations — *' Ncver/' 

V0L. II. I thought 
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thought he, '^ should I have been at peaee 
^vith myse}f, had I takeh advantage of the 
artless alTeetion of my tlear Cicely — had 
•I^ \111ain like, eonsulted my owb seUish 
^eelings, ^nd sedueed her frora the paths 
of innoeenee and virtue, to gratify my 
own prepossession. No, sweet ehnld of 
^Nature, I would not rob thee of thy vir- 
^in honour — I would not bereave thee 
of that treasure, whieh makes thee inesti- 
mable in my eyes — I would npt plant in 
thy pure bosom a thorn, whieh no time 
or art ean ever extract. Did all men 
think as I do, I should not now have to 
jainent the rliin of my domestie happi- 
iiess, nor would the unfortufnate being 
who was first deceived, and ihen deceived 
me/Tiow regrel, when too late, her easy 
eonKdenee in a ^illain, and her want of 
faith in the aATeetion of him whom she 
has herself betrayed." The meditations oS 
Dupree were interrupted by the voice of 
'hi ' master, who requested him to ride Qver 
to where his earriage and servants had 

been 
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"been \ett, and order thetn to be at the 
farm on the mornlng of the seeond day. 

Doetor Bennet was pleased by this 
readiness; of his nephew to leav« a spot 
ivhich eo'uld not but retard his eiuire re- 
covery. He proposed to take him to 
Londdn, and introduee him to those of 
his relations who resided m the metro- 
polis^ and who were already anxious to 
weleome him into their family* The 
worthy doetor likewise m^ant to retire 
from the fatigues of his profession, and 
to dedieate the remainder of his liPe to 
his ))eJovcd Tiephew, the restoration of 
-whose health and happiness was now his 
oiily eoneerh. 

Deloraine prepared to leave the hos- 
pitable famiJy of the farmer> every indi- 
v4dual of whieh felt eager to manifest 
respeet and atTeetion; while Jem eould 
not eontain his joy and exultatian at 
being permitted to follow the fortunes 
jpf one so universally beloved. 
; The evening before their departure, 

I 2 Deloraine 
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Deloraine proposed to the duke that ihef 
should walk part .of the way home wilh 
Mrs. Mason,_who had ealled upon hlm as 
usual. To this his graee assented, and as 
the weather was serene and beautiM, 
his unele raised no objectidn to the de- 
sire of his nephew. They aeeordingly 
proeeeded towards the Gastle, Deloraine 
istrietly eharging Mrs. Mason to write to 
hiin, should any thing oeeur to render' 
her residenee th^re unpleasant, promis- 
ing, on his part, to see her oiiee every 
year ih the month of August, 

The duke looked inquiringly at his 
ff iend^ who pressed 'his hand aATeetion- 
ately — " My dear Fitz-Aubin, you seem ' 
surprised ;-yet ean you wondtr thal /, 
who have Ioved ^o passionately, should 
resolve to visit every year the tomb of 
her who alone made ine wish to live? 
Even now Ipurpose to take a lookat all 
that is left me of her I adore. — Mason, 
ean you lead me unnotieed into the pri- 
vate ehapel of the Gastle ? I shall not 
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Jepart satisBed unless I am permitted ta 
enjoy this raelaneholy privilege/' 

Mrs. Mason now eondueted them, hy 
a retired path, to that part of the grounds 
whieh eontained the ehapel, and leavfng 
them for a few minutes, returned with 
the key. The duke remembering the so- 
lemn bequest of the sainted eountess^ 
endeavoured to eommami all his ibrtir- 
tud^ to support her husband, who tremi- 
bled violently as he entered the gloomy 
mansion, whieh eontained the mortal re- 
mains of his wife. 

Deloraine knelt by the side of the* 
tomb-^his excessive agitation kept hinr 
silent for some minutes. . At length he 
€xclaimed, in a voice of tremulous ten- 
derness, '^ Althea» my sainted love — my 
wife — my adored wife, whom it has 
pleased Heaven to take from these wi— 
dowed arms, oh look down from thy bliss- 
ful abode upon thy Edmund — upon him 
who was the object of ^hy dearest and 
eonstant love ! For me th.ou didst vo- 

I a luntarily 
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luntarily sacrifice every thing — for rne 
thou diedst!" He paused for a ma- 
nient, then dashing off the falling tears, 
he eontinued — 

" Angel of purity, hear my vow f 
Never, oh nevershall thy loved idea bc 
mingled with that of a seeond pa§sion— 
never, most adored! will thy Edmund 
seek for an alIeviation to his waes in the 
smiles or the earesses of another. Herei 
on this eold marble, whieh eontains all 
that his heart idolized, he swears to re- 
linquish every worldly gratiiieatioh, to 
live seeluded from the allurements of fe- 
male beauty, and to nourish alone the 
remembranee of thy matehless love. 
Yes^ dear Althea!" said he, raising his 
fine blue eyes to heaVen^ '' thy Edmund, 
triie to the memory of thy unspeakable 
aflrection> swears also to visit onee a-year 
this sad reeeptade of youth and beauty, 
and to regulate his eonduet for the future, : 
in the hope of meeting\thee one day ia 
Heaven." 
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Hesunk on the shoulder of the duke, 

who, Talding him in his arms, said, in a 

broken voice— *' Spirit of her whom we 

both adored, oh receive also the solemn 

vow of Fitz-Aubin ! Irr this awful mo- 

ment> and in the belief that thou art per- 

mitted to witness our present suATeringSi 

hear me deelare that it shaH be the study 

of my life to fulfil thy last request — that 

the happiness of thy Edmund shall ever 

be my tirst eonsideration — and that, like 

^im, I swear neverto violate thesanetit^t 

and purity of my att^ghment by wedding 

another 1" 

Deloraine returned the embraee of 
!Fitz-Anbin; they rose, and loeked in 
eaeh other's arms, stood for a time silently 
eontemplating the tomb of their beloved 
eountess, then aeeompanied by Mason^ 
quitfed the obapel. 

On their Way baek they were met br 
doetor Bennet^ who gently ehid his ne* 
phew ror staying out so long ; then said, 

^ * smi\ingly> 
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smilingly, (o his friend — ^^ I will not trust 
our Edmiind with you again, my dear 
duke^ if you su^Ter yourself to be oveE- 
ruled by his persuasions." 

He was no sooner informed of ihe^ 
eause of their stay, than all his fears re- 
vived. Deloraine^ however, rose the next 
morning apparently not the worse for 
his melaneholy visit; and in brder to 
ealm the apprehensive kindness o£ his 
tinele, put on an air of eonstrained ebeer- 
fulness, whieh gratified both the doetor 
and the generous duke of Pit^-Aubin-^. 

The earriages now drove up to thp 
door of the farm-4iouse. Jem hugged 
his mother and sisters, then craved his 
father's blessihg; while Dupree iil eon* 
eealed his vexation/ at seeing the tears 
stream from the eyes of the fond Cicely. 
His master and his friends now appeared. 
'y heir generosity had not been of the nig- 
gard kind ; and the eompassionate dame 
and heK hatidsome daughters recelved 
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wdghty proofs of their gratitude for the 
humanity they had so readily shewn to- 
wards DeJoraine. 

While the gentlemen werje busily en^- 
gaged with the mothen Dupree contrived 
tp speak unobserved to Cicely, and to 
assure her that she should see him again 
in the eourse of a few months, and to 
receive her promise onee more of re- 
maining at home until that period. Du* 
pree only feared that this innoeent erea- 
ture should, from the disappointment of 
her wishes, be tempted to quit a comfort- 
able home, and expose herself to the 
vice and eontamination of the metropo- 
lis; to avoid whieh, he promised to visil: 
again the farm, to save her from. ruin, not" 
to be the eause of it. 

eieely envied Jem, and almost wished 

that she eould put oja his elothes, and 

beeome the eompanioo of her dear Du^ 

, pree, whom she now saw ready to mount 

iitSi horse. He hadtaken leave of all the 

. I 5 familv-~ 



178 THE HYPOeRITE. 

f 

family — kissed her sister, and prepared to 
do the same to her. 

" Don't forget me/' said Gieely^ in a 
whisper, as she felt the pressure of his 
lips; ^' don't forget me, for I shall have 
no rest till I see thee agaih." 

*' J)o not suspeet me of that, 'dearest 
Gic€ly," said he ; '' th^ time will seem 
long until \ve meet again ;*' then vault- 
ing on hishorse, he departed from the 
hospitable farn?, amidstthe tears of Giee- 
ly and the prayers of her mother, who 
felt forhim a regard truly matemal. 

It required all the united attentions 
oftheduke and doetor Bennet to pre- 
vent the mind of Delorainefrom sinking 
into despondeney during their journey. 
It was impossible for him not to eontrast 
the present with that time^ when, full of 
love, hope, and rapturous expectation, 
he had travel]ed the same road, in the 
sweet idea of being reunited to his Al- 
thea. His friends perceived his inereas- 
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ing melaneholy ; and when they stopped 
fbr refreshment, ordered the servants to 
proeeed by another route. This, in some 
degree, had the desired effect; and they 
arrived in town with- the satisfaction oEr 
seeing Deloraine tolerably eomposed. 

The duke reluetantly quitted him^ af-^ 
ter h^ had staid with him some hours; 
yet in leaving his ^riendat the house or 
his unele^ with whom he was now to re* 
side, he felt assured that he was safe, and- 
in the eare of onetenderly attaehed to» 
him ; he eould also eall on him daily;:. 
and he suATered himself to hope that ia. 
time he mightbe broughl ta yisit at hi&- 
mother's, and ta mix a little with that 
world whieh he was ap preeminentl^^. 
farmed ta adorn. 



id 
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V 



CHAP. VII. 

Deloraine's first wish now was, to pro» 
eure from the treaeherous Gourteney the 
two letters oFthe eountess, whteh he had 
&o perBdiously withheld from him ; yet 
unwilling to eall at the marchiofiess's du- 
ring her absenee^ he preferred attempt- 
ing to recover them through the means 
of another ehannel. He therefore order- 
ed his unele's eoaehman to drive to the 
humble abode of Mrs. Gourteney. 

Sybella and her sister were sitting 
down to a seanty dinner, when the eha- 
riot of doetor Bentiet arrived. Hurry- 
ing away the things, they prepared to 
receive the lady, who they supposed had 
ealled about some baby-linen whieh they 
had in hand. The appearanee^ however, 
of their old frjend most agreeably disap- 
pointed them^ and they eagerly flew to 
receive him with their aeoustomed gopd 
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nature and kindness. His pale looks and: 
the deep mourning whieh he wore, eall- 
ed forth the ready tear into eaeh eye. 
He was not less agitated. Recovering 
himseir^ he inquired of Sybella when she 
had seen her husband^ or if she expected 
him ? To this she replied, that he had 
set ofr that morning with his pupils for 
Mortin^er Castle^ and that his time was 
so mueh engaged^ that she seldom saw 
him sinee his residenee at the marehio- 
ness*s ; he had, howex'er, ealled on her the 
evening before bis departure. 

^' Then you are acquainted; my dear 
Sybella, with my irreparable loss?" said 
Deloraine^ in a faint voice. 

The tears of the sisters were their only 
reply. ' 

Deloraine raised his eyes — he saw their 
sineere distress — he took a hand of eaeh, 
and pressing them aATeetionately, said — 
*' I know'ihit goodness of your hearls, 
my kind friends — Isee that your friend- 
«hip pemkinjs unehanged^ pure and uneon- 

taminated. 
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taminated by the perfkiy and basenessor 
Eeopold. You seem siarprised, Sybellaj 
believe me tha^ I am painedto \yound 
your tenderness, by diseoyering the trea^ 
ehery of your husband, of one whom I 
was sineerely attaehed to, and to wbom I 
fearlessly confided every seeret of my 
bosom. How he ha& revfarded my affeci^ 
tion, you have yet^ perhaps^ to l^arn." 

Deloraine, with as mueh deUeaey aJ 
the eireumstamre would a]l6w> now re? 
peated as mueh of- Courteney*s hypo- 
erisy and baseness as had eome ta his 
knowledge^ and SGrupled nbt to assert>. 
that he was authorized, from his eonduet 
respeeting the letters of the eountess, to 
lay the whole af hk misery ta his ac- 
eount. 

Sybella, though she too well gave.cre- 
dit to the veracity of Deloraine, yet en^ 
d€avoured to vindicate her absent hus- 
band- The eoneealment of the letters 
was however again brought forward as- 
chief evidence against iiim^. and shewaa* 

eompel)^ 
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eompelled to- advocate his eause no lon'- 
ger. Her sister took advantage of her 
quitting the roomi to express her indig^ 
nation at the duplieity of her brother-in-» 
law, and his eruel negleet of his wife and 
famity, whom, she saidi he now appeared 
seareely to remember belonged to him; 

" Poor Sybelia/'she eontiiiued, " would 
willingly hide all his faults, and put up 
' silently with his want of eommon afFeo* 
tion; but I eannot endure to see her 
and her dear ehildren treated as they 
are. Leopold has searee given her any 
thing towards their support, sinee he has 
been at lady Wilmington's. He say& 
that he requires all that he has to make 
him appear like a gentleman, and that 
-we must do as well as we ean without hin 
assistanee; then he ealls on us &o vcrv 
seldom, and when he does, hc takes %\xch 
little notiee of my sister and the ehildr 
that I deebre I am broken-hearttd 



their aeeoant. 

*' Unnatural Yillain!' excl 
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Toraine; '^ I eould 86oner forgive his 
baseness towards myself> than his bruta- 
lity to you and his family. But do riot 
despair, Maria; although he has forfeited 
all elaim to my notiee or lenity, yet I will 
»till befr]end his family to tbe utmost of 
my power." 

Sybella now returned with h^r ehil- 
dren^ to whom Deloraine made handsome 
presents, to buy, as he said^. toys and 
cakeSj while the appearanee of the poor 
infants, thus deserted by their natural 
proteetor^ spoke most forcibly that the 
friendly gtft would be better expended< 
Deloraine reeounted the agreeable diseo- 
very he had made of his family ; and on 
mentioning that the ehariot belonged to 
hisunele, with whom he should in future 
reside, Maria eould not forbear ex€laim- 
ing — '' Were Leopold here, he would 
receive fresh eause for envy and diseon-? 



tent." 



A look from Sybella reproved heri 
She, though suATering most severely froni 
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the* unkindness of her husband, yet eould 
not bear \o hear him spoken ill oH 
Turning towards Deloraine, she warmly 
eohgratulated him on his possessing so 
worthy a relation as doetor Bennet, and 
assured him, that she had not been so 
happy for a long while as she now was> 
dn hearing of his haviRgdiscovered what 
she knew bad always been a souree of 
vexation to him> the name and quality 
of his parents. 

Deloraine took leave of this negleeted 
woraan and her sister with undiminished 
esteem, seeretly determined that thej/ 
at least should not sufFer ultimately by 
the Gonduet of the hypoerite. 

" Ah, my dear Edmund/' said his un- 
ele, '' did I not teli you that Mr. Gourte- 
ney was either one of the best or tha 
worst of men ?" . 

" You did indeed, mygoodunele; 
and I have too fatally proved him to be 
the laiter. His desertion, for so it may 
be terniied^ of his amiable wife and her 

helpless- 
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lielpless ehildren, shews him in his h-ur 
eolours. IJcnew her beforeshe was mar- 
ried to him, and'ani well'acquainted with 
the obligation* he was under to her fa- 
mily. His present negleet of her is un*- 
pardonaWe, and if he persists in- it, his 
wife shall- find that the man- whom her 
husband has irreparably injured, will be 
her best friend and' proleetor*'* 

''Noble Edmundr' eried the dfelighled 
physieian, ^* this* is worthy of you ; yet 
Be eautious, my dear boy, tbat in assist- 
ihg the wife of your malignant enemy, 
you do not give him room to misrepre- 
sent the purity oPyour intentions/' 

A faint eolour orerspread the manly 
faoe of Deloraine — " Be is eapable of 
even that," said he ; " and for the sake 
of the worthy woman, whpm I would 
^ preserve from the horrors o^ want, I wiH 
be on my guard against tfie base insinu- 
ations of her husbaiid. For her sake 
also, I will be silent on my own injurie3. 
He may be niore faithful to his employ^ 

thaii^ 
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tfian he was to nre. I eouiy easily re- 
tnove him from the situation hc now 
holds, but sueh poor revenge I despise ; 
no^ let him remain, andproBt by the ease 
and comfort he dai^y enjoys. A time 
will eome when his own eonseienee witt 
be my avenger." 

Gourteney, meanwhile, was not per- 

fectly free from the pangs of remorse. 

He had betrayed the generous friend to 

whom he was bound by^every tie of gra- 

titude and hononr. He had sueeeeded in 

separating him from the idol of his soul, 

and had eoolly planted a dagger in the 

heart of one whose friendship was of the 

noblesl kind. The sudden death of the 

IoveIy and injured eountess awakened 

in his bosom sentiments of momentary 

regret. Pnvoluntarily her image, all 

beautiful, alt friendly as it was^ would at 

moments flit aeross his mind ; and the 

reroembranee of the base and eowardly 

part he had aeted towards her haunted 

his inragination ; yet he eheered bimself 

with. 
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with the delightful e^rtainty, that thr 
proud,. presummgy and too-daring Ed- 
mund was now punished for his ambi- 
tion — that he was no longer the petted 
treasure of the weaJc young eountess, and 
that all his dreams of grandeur were now 
annihilated* 

Cold, selGsh:, and unf€ding^ he was^ 
alike indiiTerent to the agonies of her 
father, the tears of her aunt, or the mild 
yeproachful looks of his own negleeted 
wife. Gonstaney in conjugal attaeh- 
ment was a virtue known only to hiiii 
by name, and so little regarded by this 
man,af morality, that he serupled not to 
violate his marriage vow within a few 
weeks.after the eonsuromation of hisnup- 
tials. During his residenee under the 
same roof with his wife, he however 
deemed it prudent to preserve some ap- 
pearanee of deeeney, and thought it like- 
wise best to eoneeal from her knowledge 
bis various amours. 

Eseaped from the eyes of his wife,.an4 

thfr 
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"ihe penetfation of his sister^ he eongra* 
tulated himseir that he was now at liberty> 
and possessed the means of giving full 
"seope to his inelinations. ' He had fre- 
quently, wheti at home, strayed out fot 
several days without aeeounting for his 
absenee ; and though he eared not for 
the uneasiness th1s gave his wife, yet as 
he livedweU vfhile z}STLy, he disHked the 
feturn to that eireumseribed mode of 
subsisting, whieh his injured family were 
eompelled to adopt. SelRsh even in his 
amours, Gourteney's delieaey felt no 
alarm at receiving favours, even of a pe- 
euniary nature, from the unfortunate 
beings whose virtue he had sedueed. He 
uniformly represented himself as a sin* 
gle man, well knowing that none butthe 
most deprayed and abandoned would lis- 
ten to the love of a married man ; nor is 
it improbable that to some less yielding 
than others, he promised marriage, as a 

.future indemniiieation for the loss of 

''tWSr^honour. 

ThougH 
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Though neither handsome nor elegaii^ 
yet he possessed rather a gentlemanly ap* 
pearanee, was always partieularly neat 
and elean in his person and dress, and had 
acquired the fatal art of making the 
*M\orstappearthebetterreason." With 
women in the middling elass of life, he 
was too generally successful. They were 
Aattered by the notiee of a man of talent, 
whoeondeseendedto iminortalize them in 
Yerse, and whose devout and sineere 
mode of eonduet made them look on 
him asa nian af ten thousand. He was 
single alsoy and might be indueed to mar- 
ry them. How enviable sueh a destiny! 
The ruin of many an innoeent and eon- 
fiding heart sat light on the mind of the 
hypoerite — " Fools," he would s^y, io 
one almost as base as himse]f, " let them 
thank themselves — I have no gold to 
lure them to their fate— they yielded 
readily to the allurements of my person, 
and the persuasion whieh dwells on my 
tongue, Their ruin be on their own 

heads!" 
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Tieads!'* Nor was he more delieate whh 
respeet to the names of those unfortu- 
nate victims of his duplieity. With un- 
manly exultation would he boast of his 
conquests, not eoneealing the family of 
her whose raisery he was thus wantonly 
sporting with. . 

To his wire he pleaded want of time 
as an excuse for seeing her so seldom ; 
but the truth was^ that his leisure even- 
ings were devoted to a less innoeent pur- 
suit than the edueation or even amuse- 
ment of his pupils. Lady Wilmington 
hacj a very pretty girl, as under nursery- 
maid to lady Garoline^ and this young 
woman was the ^rst in the family who 
fell a victim to the art4ficesof Courteiiey. 
Unwilling^hat any thingshouldbyehanee 
oeeur to raise suspieion of his religious 
prineiples, he persuaded the eredulous 
Sally to leave her situation, and get 
another in a pastry-eook's shop, where 
he eould have frequent opportunities of 
seeing her, unknown to the marehioness. 

Between 



k 



teetween this girl> and one still mdrt 
^uited to his fancy, his evenings were 
passed ; and those hours whieh weresiip- 
posed to be devoted to his wife and fa- 
mily, were thus spent in the grattiieation 
of his vicious inelinations; and the mo- 
ney whieh wouUl have proeured them 
many little comforts, was wasted, not on 
Ihe poor deluded girl whom he had«e- 
dueed, but on the woman who, with a 
soul blaek like his own, unfeeHngly as- 
^sisted to dissipate that whieh belonged in 
justice only to his injured family. 

This ereature, who in reality possessed 
eonsiderable inAuenee over the mind of 
Gourteney, Was a sahool-fellow, and oncfc 
a friend, of his wife. She was now be- 
eome a fancy dress-maker, and contrived 
to support herself very genteelly. With 
her the husband of Sybella spent the 
most of his time, and with her he enjoy- 
ed all the comforts of a niee hot supper, 
whieh she n2ver omitted to proeure for 
him whenever he paid her a visit. At- 

taehed 
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taehed to her as mueh as his wandering 
nature would permit, she had not^ how-> 
«vcr, the power of keeping him whoUy 
to herself ; and she felt, therefore, no trif- 
ling uneasiness on his informing her of 
the summons he had received from the 
tnarehioness. Poor Sally, and his wife 
and famiiy, he took leave of with little 
regret ; but he experienced some unplea« 
sant sensations pn bidding adieu to his 
favouritej and in the idea of her prob« 
able inlidelity.during his absenee. It was^ 
however, unavoidabIe> and he tberefore 
prepared to ieave Londoawith his pupilif, 
their sister^ and a steady middle-aged 
woman^ her nurse. 

The arrival of the ehildren gave relief 
to the heart and mind of lady Wilming- 
ton, wKile the presenee of these innoeent 
prattlers at first renewed the deep distress 
of lord Mortimer. In a few days, how^- 
ever> they began to amuse him ; and to 
lord Edwinhe in partieular attaehed htmr 
«elf, deelaring that ha sHould, with the 
' roL. n. K eonsent 
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eonsent of his sister^ adopt the boy^ atid 
bestow on bim all the imtnense property 
he had the power of bequeathing. This 
of eourse was highly gratifying to the 
marehioness, as if amply provided forher 
beIoved son, and greatly inereased the 
fortune of lady Garoline. 

Gourteney exulted to find''tfaat he had 
not lost the favour of the earU by the 
share he had had in the melaneholy fate 
of his daughter. Lord Mortimer re- 
ceived him with an inerease of regard — 
spoke to him, without reservc/ upon 
vrhat aATeeted him deeply — reeapitulated 
all the sad ineidents attending the death 
of the eountess — and Anally revived the 
envy of Leopold, by the discovery 6f 
who were the parents of ihe 8uppos|4 
orphan. 

Stung to the soul, it was with difficulfy 
Courteney eould have reeourse to his 
aeeustomed dissimulation. The loveIy 
eountess was dead ; yet Edmund's ruin 
v^as ineomplete. He was possessed of 

£ortune» 
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fcMiiine, kindred, friends, of evcTy thing 
whieh had made him his enemy, eyery 
thing biU Althea — " WeH do l know th« 
feol/' said he to himseie. " AU these ad« 
vantages/^vhich would render a wise mati 
happy, will be thrown away upon him. 
Ber-ert of his doting wi^e, the pleasuree 
of tbe world will be viewed by him with 
disgust; nor should I be surprised iE^i 
with his romantie notions, he were to for« 
i^wear all ^uttire intereourse wrth the ^ex, 
and sacrifice himself to the meraory of 
bis adored eountess/' 

The deep dissimulation of Gourteney 
'ienabled him to^ut on an air^orsorrow, 
whieh well aeeorded with the feeIitigsof 
4he family ; all respeeted him and -treated 
h^ with great attentibn, except Mrs. 
Mason, who «hunned his presenee^ and 
who never mentioned his name. Re* 
membering bis eruel eoneealment of the 
ietters, yet ignorant in other respeets of 
!iis treaehery^ she eould not view him 
«yith eomposure; and her agitation was 

xi sa 
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TO tl! eoneealed, that the hypoerite per- 
ceived> in the aATeetionate nurse of tbe 
t^dontess^ one who Was no friend to him. 
This, however, gave him littie cojQcern. 
HefeUthat he had gainedtoo firmly the 
good Dpimoh of the earl and his sister, 
fof the dislike of Mason to have any 

- ■ . , - 

^5?^ weight with them ; yet he artfully lost no 
'^^pportunity of itiqtiiringafterherhcaltb, 
and of speaking to herwithakindnessso 
marked, that she insensibly began fo 
look on him with less-dislike^ and though 
she eould not aeeount for his withhold- 
ihg the letters, she ihought it might bc 
possible that he was not quite the de- 
ceitful charactejr, or treaeherous friend, 
Deloraine hadsupposed htm. 

Gourteney had now the dull prospeet 
of passitig hts winterat the Gastle. Lord 
Mortimer eould not be persuaded to quit 
it; and lady Wilmingtori willingly of- 
fered to gtve up all the gaiettes of the 
metropolis; and remain with her afflicted 
brothen How tben'was he to amuse 

himseir? 
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hin^eir ? It would be dangerous were 
he to tamper with the ehastity of any o^ 
the feliiales employed in the Cas()e, sinee 
it was of tbe highest importanee that he 
should preserve his eharaeter for devo«^ 
tion and morality ; yet to pass so many 
months without the stolen pleasures ot 
intrigue, was to him impossible^ and he 
therefore determined to seek among.4he 
tenantry Tor an object^ in whose soeiety 
he eould beguile some o^ the tedious^ 
hours of his solitude, wisely determming, 
howe^er^ not to let his passions get tbe 
better of his prudence« 

He had oeeasionally aeeompanred Tady 
Wilmington and her ehildren to the vil- 
lage on visits of eharity, and as they al- 
Avays stopped at farm.er Homely's, he. 
had seen more than onee therustie beau- 
ties of the farm. Attraeted bythe hand- 
some persons of Gieely and Susati^ he was 
at a loss whieh to fix on for- the subject 
of his muse, therefore determined to lay 
siege to them both, Aeeordingly be 



y 
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eontriyed in general to walk that tmy 
"with hiapupik, who, if seen by dame 
Homely, never failed to receive her ca- 
resses, and to be invited with their twtor 
to partake of some home'made eake and 
Wine, 

■ The grave and pious d^meanour of 
Courteney won the heart of 'thd unsus- 
pidous mother, and she felt hersdf bound 
to him for ever for his kind oATer of in- 
strueting her son, a boy about twehe 
years old, to read and write and east ac- 
eounts. Gourteney did not think pro- 
per to eoneeal his marriage fi?om this fa* 
tnily ; he^ on the eontrary, often men- 
tioned his wife in terms of praise» and 
lamented> with well-feigned regret, their 
%eparatien. Dame Homely, as well as 
ber husband, beHeved him M thathe ap-- 
peared to be, and thought themse]ves 
higbly honoured by bis aATability and 
eondeseension. They treated him with 
the best their house aATorded ; and their 
bonest hearts throbbed with joy at the 

prospeet 
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prt)Spect of Bill's being made a seholar, 
and enabled fa do something ^etter thaii 
fol{ow the plowgh; 

Gourteney Tound th? soeiety of this 
good-natup^ farmef and his family more 
entertaining than sitting alone in 'his 
own ehamber during the absenee, or bed- 
lime, of his pupils; and he generally 
.contrived to pass two or three of h?is 
evenings in a week at Homely Farm, al- 
ways preserving a }ine o»f x;ondux!t so 
«teady and reserted towards Gteely» and 
her sister, that their parents would havie 
' trusted them even to London and baek 
again wi|h him. Under his directionf» 
the artless daughters of fhe farmer la^ 
proved greatly in their reading. and wril- 
ing. He even brought them books TroBa 
the Gastle, and took eare that they.were 
uniformly of a religrous tendeney. ; 

The fame of bis sanetity and goodiaess 
soon found its way to the knowledge of 
lord Mortimer and hissister — " This man 
is inestimable," said the earl ; "' \ye must 

K 4 eontrWe, 
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eontriYe^ CaroIine> to retain htin ia tbe 
iamily. I grow more and more attaebed 
f6 hrm^ and would give any thin^g^ that he 
were a single man/' He then added^ with 
a sigh^ ** I have already sufiered too se- 
vcrely from separating man and wife.'* 

" And yet, my de^ brother, Mr. 
Courteney suATers no greater deprivaftion 
Ihan our brave soldiers and sailors, nor 
indeed so mueh, sinee I shall hope still to 
^njoy yoiir presenee sortie part of the 
year in London^ when he will be enal)Ied 
to see his family as usual." 

.The earl sighed — " Your generousre- 
solution orgiving up for me, n)y sister, 
all the pleasures of the gay world, ealls 
for an equal saeriHee on my part Let 
w but renkain at the Gastle this winter, 
and tbe ensuing spring I wili aetompany 
you where you please." 

Lady Wilmington embraeed her bro- 
ther tenderly. This was more than sl^e 
had looked for; and now that he had 
agreed to ]eave the Gastle, ^he sutTered 

herselP 
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herseir to entertain hopes 6f his rccover- 
ing, in the eourse of time^ his aeeustom* 
ed health and spirits. But lady Wilming- 
ton had yet to learn that her brother had 
a seeond indueement to leave oeeasion- 
ally his retirement. The memory of Eli- 
zabeth Bennet had ever been dear to him^ 
and tiow that he had discovered that a> 
ehild of hers existed^ it beeame the first^ 
and strongest wish o£ his heart to-asso* 
eiate with her son^ and to bestow on him' 
the longrhoarded aATeetion whieh he had^- 
eherished for his mother. 

To conquer the resentment Qf Delo* 
raine^ and to gain his former regard, wat^ 
now the prineipal motfve whieh influ* 
eneed the conduct> and regulated the de>- 
sires of lord Mortim^r. He therefore' 
resolved to yield to the afrectionate*wish' 
of his sister^ who^was indeed too y6uQg. 
and too handsome to be whoUy eslranged 
from soeiety, 

Gourteney was not a little delight^d 
when his lordship inforised bim o£ hU 

X &^ resolotio&i 
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tesolution to vary A\e seene ; yet !iiii 
pteasure was soon damped, by the painful 
idea of Deloraine not only beihg restori 
*d to thefavour of the earl, buteBJoy- 
ing more than ever his confidence ^nd 
niTeetion. He would have instantly be* 
gan a ptan to prevent this eireamstanee 
taking plaee, had he not remembered the 
high and independent sphrit of Ddorarne, 
whieh he had so often condfemned, but 
whieh now he seeretly rejoiced that he 
possessed. 

Dame Homely, true to her promise, 
kept it a ^eeret that the husband of ihe 
injured eountess had a room at her house. 
So dear to the farmer's fainily ,was the 
niemory ©r this departed angel, that 
Gourt^ney found himself oWiged to be 
on Ws guard^ whenever either her name 
QV Ihat dr his betrayed friend was men- 
lioned. From Susan he learnt what her 
mother had eoneealed, as well as the in- 
lentipn of Deloraine fo visit the farm onee 
a-ye«r. He instantly eomprehended the 

ineaning 
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meaning oT this vtsit^ and rejoiced that k 
would happen^at a ttme whenj4n aU pro* 
i>ability» he should be far distanPti 

Oourteney iwas^now sure o^ the good"^ 
opinion of the farmer's iamily. He 
thererore thought fit tb begin hiis diabo^ 
Ueal plans on tbe innooent sisters^ who* 
reyered htm^ as mueh as if he had been 
their pastor. ITe easiIy-discovered that 
the virtue of Gieely vras proof agamst all 
his artiliees; it was inrulnerable ^ the 
remembranee of Dupree^ and the strong 
alTeetion she bore him^ sHielded herTrom^ 
the baneful eSeets Df hts ek)qu6nce and^ 
persuasion. Susan, however^ had no sueb 
gnard'to proteet her innoeenee; she was 
eourted by the son of a wealthy miller^ 
who eame every Sunday to aeeompany 
her and Gieely to ehureh^ and th'en spejit^ 
the reraainder of theday with Rer at the 
ferm. 

The plain a-nd honest language of the- 
young miller beeame displeasing to Su* 
nan^ whenshehad ooee listened to th«~ 

jc 6 mora-' 
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tnore reSried pirofessu)ns of eourteiie^. 

To thiese artless girlshe now represented 
himself as single^ giving it for a reasoa 
vrhy he aeknowledged himself otherwise, 
4hat many would seruple at recerving aa 
unmarried man intotheir family, and that 
it likewise entitled him to more respeet 
and confiderice. This they readily be- 
lieyed^ and promised faithfully not to 
diYulge. eieely favoured his private 
conversationB with her sister^ sinee he 
avowed his aiTeetion to be honourable; 
and to doubt 7?«s veracity, his sineerity, 
was almost to doubt the truth of the 
Bible. 

' Susan already loved him, and Ciccly 
esteemed him next to Dupree. The wiiy 
bypoerite would sit and listen to the un- 
tutored tenderness of the latter; he 
would eonsole her for the absenee of her 
lover, and even wipe away her tears with 
the ehaste tenderness of a brother, while 
10 his heart he seeretly hoped that Du^ 
{>ree roight never returni and that Cicely 

would 
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%<auld beeome the vTctiin af his dissimu' 
lation. The bencvolence of Heayen, 
bo'wever, direeted it otherwiset^ and for 
<^ftce the plans of this modern lanus were 
defeated. 

' Atready had the dreariness of wtor 
ter gLven plaee to the enebanting venHMl 
of spring. The heart of Susan was light 
and eheerrul as the season^ while lliat of 
her sister was heavy and full or eare. 
Nearly eight months had elapsed^ and no 
tidings had eome direet from Dupree» 
Her brother Jem had mentioned biiii 
sometimes in his letters; but thi% was 
not suilieient to eneourage the hopM^i^^ *^ 
eieely, who now began to despair of ever ^* 
4seeing him again^ and to fear that he had 
forgotten her. 

Gourteney took advantage of this de* 
spondenoy. His visits to the farm were 
beeome more frequent, and the weather 
now' allowed of his walking with the sis* 
ters in the lanesand pelds near the farm, 
It wa&during a walk one evening in th'o 
S Mry 
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yery lane in whieh Dupree had confessed^ 
his aATeetion for Cicely, that» uoable %th 
restrain her tears^ she pointed out to bim 
the spot on wh1ch they had sat and cob>* 
\ersed. Overcome by the reeolleetioa 
oPthat mom^t^ and the dread that she 
might nevey again behold her Ioveo 
Cfcely sobbed aloud, while Susan and 
epurteney •endeavoured to eonsole her. 

" Dear sister, for sueh I trust you wili 
one day be," said the bypoerite, elasping 
h^r in his arms, '^ dry those tears, whieh 
eut me to the soul." Then whispering 
in her ear, '* If you have lost one Iover, 
eieely, you need not look far. for an»- 
other." 

He attempted to kiss her^ but spring- 
ing from his arms, though not in anger> 
she said — *^, You mustn't kiss me, Mr; 
eourteney, for no one but Dupree shall 
ever kiss me again/' Gourteney indem- 
nified himself on the lips of Susan> who^ 
covered with beeomingblushes, modestly 
returned his aATeeted passion* 

Aseream 
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•' A seream from Gieely ealled oAT their 
dttentton from eaeh other. Springing 
Torward, she-^^elaimed — " Tis he— 'tis 
\\\s self !*' and sunk breathless in the opeit 
^rms of Dopree. 

** Dearest Cicely/* said he, pressing 
her to his bosom, " you see I have kept 
my word. I am eome baek to the farm 
with only one eompanion, bvtt I hope tb 
earry two away with me." 

Cicely raised her head frcwn his shoul- 
der — she saw that he was in mourning; 
but the presenee of Gourteney, who now 
advanced with Susan, prevented her re- 
ply, With one arm round her waist, 
Dupree eondueted her home; while 
Gourteney more vexed than he ehose to 
aeknowledge^ leTt them at the tloor, and 
the happy eieely still'wept; but her 
tears were now the effects of unexpected 
bappiness. 

Dame Homely and the farmer were 
rejaiced to see onee again the entertain- 
ing Dupreet tli* best'^eat wai^^ssigned 
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him^ and tbe best wine wasdrawo to wef^ 
€ome the return pf Jem and his agree* 
able Triend. The sisters testitied their 
delight at the good looks of Jem; who 
had dressed himselT in some of hris best 
elothes, to pay a visit to his native vil- 
lage. He eould talk of nothing else but 
London, and the (ine sights he had seeir 
— the kindness of his master^ and the 
prettiness of the women. 

" Od rot it," said he, " I had almost for- 
got to gi* mother what I got for her." 
Then going to his box, hetook out a large 
bundle full of dififerent things, whieh the 
liberality of Deloraine had proeured for 
dam^e Homely and her daughters. Du<- 
pree had also presentsto besfow, and the 
hearts of the femaIe$throbbed with pride 
and pleasure as he displayed the finery 
he had bought for them. 

'' I have a present for you, Cicely/' 
said be, '^ from my noble master ; but as 
it was to be a wedding-gift, your mother 
had perhaps better keep it for you.'* 

Tbett 
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Then looking arehly in her blushing face, 
*' It wont be wanted yet, Cicely, will it?" 

'' God bless your merry heart," eried 
Ihe farmer. " Now what shouM the 
dukesend our Cis a wedding-present for, 
seeing as how that she has got no lover 
yet?*' 

*' That's all you knows, fathcr," eried 
Jem, grinning with delight ; *' but I ean 
tell you another sort of a story— ^ean'l 
you;sister?" 
. Dupree's heart beat quicker than usuaL 

'' Who is he? wbo is he?" said the 
/armer and his wiie. ** If so be that he 
is an honest ]ad> why, dang it, let un 
not be afeard to speak his mind." 

Jem elapped Dupree on the baek— 
'* Do ye hear that, man ? Father and 
motber say ye need not be afeard to 
speak." 

The joy of the old people was now un- 
bounded. Dupree confessed his regard 
for Gieely, and received the ^ull eonsent 
6f her parents to make her his wife when* 

eyw 
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everhe Hked. Podr Cicely woirld hzre 
hid her blushes rn the bosom of hersis' 
ter, but Dupree eaught her in hfis arms^ 
and kisstn^ her alTeetionately^ pnt into 
her hands a ban)c-note^ the gift of his ge* 
nerous ma^ter. 

•As soon as they were a little tranquil> 
and had finished the seeond boille ^of 
wine^ Dnpree mentioned his'having beeA 
married^ and the subsequent death of his 
wife; but he delieately eoneealed her 
duplieity from all but Gieely, whose ho- 
nest heart eould not forbear sheddinga 
tear over the unhappy fate or z woman 
whose death had been a happy release 
both to herself and her betrayed husband* 

eieely and her Ibyer were no sooner 
alone^ than the latter smilingly inquired^ 
ir she had not suATered herself to think 
that he had forgot his promise ? She re* 
plied in the affirmative, and was going 
to excuse herseir, but he stopped her— 
*^ I forgive you," dear Gieely, said he. 
^' When we dearly Iove, we are most apt 

to 
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t<riear; but you may believe me, my 
bdoved girl, rhat I have n-eyer forgotteii 
ymK On my return to town, I was in- 
formed of my wife*s inereasing- illness* 
It afforded me eonsolation to ktiow that 
she had every advice and attendanee thtt 
was neeessary ; but it pleased Heaven te 
release her out of a workl whieh I eon- 
fess has bee» a sad one to her. 

'' Not eonsidering myseJf bound to 
pay that outward respeet to her memory 
as if we had lived together^ I, without 
besitation^ confe8sed tolheduke the terai^ 
on whieh we had always been» ee^neealing , 
from him only the eause of our separa- 
tion ; I then avowed my attaehment for 
you^ and requested that I might be per* 
mitted lo assure you in person of my 
Iove and eonstaney. . » 

• ' Dupree/ said my noble master, * I 
will not seek to d4scover the seerets be» 
tween man and wife. I have a great re- 
gard for you, beeause I know you to be 
worthy of.it. Go to your Cicely~give • 

ber 
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ber this as a wedding-present frpm ine» 
Marry her as soon as you ean, and may 
she make you amends for 4he deprivations 
you bave su&ered in your first ehoiee! 
.Bring he^ with you to London^ and we 
will dispose of her so as to make her 
eomrortable." 

eleely and her sister were now yery 
busy in getting ready their things, and 
^aking up their new gowns for the wed- 
ding; yet this did not prevent Susan 
from meeting Gourteney sometimes in 
the lane, and from her he learnt all that 
he wished respeeting Deloraine. His vi- 
sits at thefarm beeame less frequent^ not 
that he roet with a less warm reeeption 
than usual^ but the malignity of his na- 
ture would not allow him to be a speeta- 
tor of the happiness of its hospitable in- 
tnates. The sight of the good-humoured 
Dupree was haterul te him. Had it not 
been for his untimely arrival, he vainly 
imagined not merely that Cicely would 
have fallen a prey to his duplicityj but 

that 
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tliat both sisters would have beeome vic* 
tims to his perfidy. 

The banns had been twiee published iii 
the parish ehureh^ and on the third the 
nuptials were to be eelebrated. 

Lady Wilmington no sooner heard of 
this event^ than she ealled at the farm to 
^ongratulate the young eouple^ and to 
oiTer to take Susan and plaee her under 
the eare of her present waiting-meid, 
who shoiild renderhereompetent totake 
the situation against she herselPgot mar^- 
riedi, whreh there was some talk of. This 
was too eligiblea proposal to be dedined 
by the parents of Susan; besides, they 
should have the happiness of seeing their 
daughter every year when the family 
eame down to the Gastle. They aeeord- 
ingly ebnsented with gratitude^ not 
doubting but that Susin Would meet 
with as good a mateh as her sisteri 

Courteney eould hardly eoneeal his 
exuItation when Susan tbld him that they 
were to live under the same roof toge- 

then 



l^er. -He almoet smothered her'wirh his 
^aresses, and in reeeiying hers^ bestowed 
in the iiinoeeney 6f her ^ature^ he al* 
Hiost Torgot the disappointment he had 
tnet with in the TailDre of his plot .oa 
dieely. 

At length the third Sunday eame» and 

Dupree proudly led his fair eouRM-y girl 

to the viliag«church^ where^ in the sigbt 

cf her reh^lons ^nd friends» tbey ex- 

-ehanged vows of fidelity, whieli^ iortn- 

nately for them; remained saered and in* 

vielable through Iife. All was perfect 

joy at the ferm — every heart glowed wirh 

i-apture and mernmei^t^ and the wineand 

-eake went briskly roinrd. Susan alone 

fdt a wish ungratiRed^oeeasiened by the 

absenee of Gourteney. She retired to a 

little ehamber whieh had been prepared 

forheronthe ground floor, tbat whieh 

«he had formeriy oeeupied being now 

«eonsigned to her sister and lier husband. 

Not inelrned to sleep, she «oftly open- 
ed her shutter^ 4o Jet in the rieb perfiime 

of 



t>f lhc woodbine whieh grew round hev 
tasement. Susan thought she perceived 
a tall iigtire mOving forward between tha 
trees of thetr garden. Pearless of daa* 
ger> she eontiiiued to wateh its motions* 
Jt beoame more dtseernible from the 
rising moon^ whieh now shone with all 
its yestal purity; The Agure rapidly ad- 
Taneed; she heard her own name softIy 
pronounwd, and the «ext moment felt 
the kiss of Oourteiiey on her eheek. 

Susan^ attired as bride'sHnaid to Cice«- 
iy^ glowing with youth, innoeeney, and 
l}eauty^ was an object ealeulated to eall 
iorth ihe worst aSeetions of the heart, 
Courteney gazed on her with passionate 
admiratiOn ; he saw the blush of pleasure 
dye her eheeks as he told her that his in- 
^bility to rest withotit seeing herall that 
-day had indueed bim t^ wander at so late 
«an hour^ in the bope ot being able to 
eateh a look at features whieh he adored. 

*^ Oh, ni.y sweet Susan/* said he, step- 
pin,g li^htly in . at the window» '^ what 

now 
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now ar e the transports of the happy Du- 
pree ! what now the blissrul raptures of 
a husband wbo holds to hi» bosom the 
vrife htf adores! Oh, Susan» were you 
but minei what wouid prevent my tasting 
eqiial felicity? but, alas! that eannot 
take plaee until we are in London, theit 
we may be married privately, and we wtU, 
dear Susan, tlie- day after our arrival.*' 
Then-pressing her warmly to his breast, 
he eontinued, *' In the eyes of HeaveD, 
Susan, you are my wife. Look up, sweet 
girl, and bless my ears witb the sopnd of 
your voice. Call me your husband, your 
dear Leopold, for I am yotirs, and yours 
only/' 

Susan's heart throbbed as if it would 
break through her stays; she -Ioved 
Courtcney with all the fervor of a first 
aiteiehment ; she believed every word he 
uttered: thus love, opportunity, and the 
tongue of the hypoerite, eonspired to be- 
tray the artless daughter of the farmer; 
and Gourteney, ere tbe sun was seen to 
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gtld the eastern sky, had added another 
victim to the list of those whose honoiir 
he had betrayed. 

His conquest rendered now eomplote, 
he remembered that he had risked his 
own good name and Puture Tortune in 
YiTe ; hc therefore renewed his oaths of 
marrying Susan as sopn as they went to 
London^ and dried the repentant tears, 
whieli had already begtrn to flow, by as- 
siiraiKres of his invioIabte attaehmeirt, 
and 1>y setting forth to her view the hap- 
piness they should enjoy when underthe 
same roof. Stisan again beHeved; she 
wiped away her tears,and, as she return- 
etl his embraee, said — *' If you play false, 
M r. Courteney, you Will kni me — I shaH 
die with grief — with shame; but ! wiH 
-neyer beti-ay you.^' 

Dupree a«d /em iiow prepared to Ieave 
the hospitable farm ; and dame Homely 
began to feel all the sorrow bf partiner 
with her daughter. — '' Cheer up, ni ^' 

^^^•"- ^ ther/> 
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Iher/' eried Jem ; ^^master will, for eer- 
tain, be down for a week in August, and 
mayhap the duke may eome with him. 
If so bees as how he should» why then 
Cis and her husband will, in all likeli- 
hood, eome wi' 'em." 

*' It is most probable, my dear mother," 
said Dupree, '^ that hisgraee may aeeom- 
pany Mr. Deloraine, for they are more 
like brothers than any thing else.^ 1 know 
not wbieh of them loved the eountess 
best. Never sure was woman more 
Adored — more deeply lamented/* 

^* Ah," replied the farmer's wife, "and 
she deserved it all. My lord bees going 
to put up abeautiful monument over her 
grave ; but he hadtbetter have aeted like 
a father to her while she was living. 
Well, thank God that made me as I am;. 
I envy not thegreat, and my Cis is more 
likely to be happy as she bees, than iF 
she was born a lady." . 

eieely elung aA'eetionately to her hus- 

. band— 
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b'and — "Thatl am, mother; Lwouldnot- 
ehange my husband for any lord or duke 
ih all the world." 

Poor Susan hung her^head in melan*^ 
eholy silenee. She^saw her smiling sis- 
ter depart with her husband and- brother^ 
sind she'GOuld not refrain rrom shedding 
tears of seIf-reproach ; yet, reraembering 
the solemn vows of her sedueer^she wiped 
them away, and tried lo comfort her fa- 
ther and mother for the. loss of their- 
eieely." 

^' Come> dame, dry your eyes/' eried 
the farmer; *' ad rot it, don't let us be 
playing the fooL' Our Cis is married to 
an honest lad, and a merry one ; we shaH 
see her again soon, I dare say. Come/ 
wife,wehavehad ourtime,and letusthank 

■ 

God that both our girls are honest wo- 
men, and that neither of them have beea 
made a fooI of. Here*s Sue, she be go« 
ing from us soon ; I wish it was upon the 
same enrand as ber sister. I think, Sue, 

L 2: ye 



920 THE UT^OGRITE. 

ye had better have the young miHer^ and 
siay at hpme wi' mother and I.** 

Susan's heart was full ; but the miller 
was now her aTersion ; and she said she 
should like to go and live with the mar* 
ehioness. 

^ Well, well," replied her father, " yc 
sball ffo, mygirl, and God send ye just 
sueh another as Dupray for a husband, 
Your mother and I and Bill must try to 
do without ye — I should be loath to of- 
fend my lady Wilmington/* 

The kind farmer and his wife endea* 
Youred to comfortthemseIves^in the hope 
that their Susan .would get as good a hus- 
band as Gieely. They were sorry, how- 
ever, that .neither the housekeeper nor 
^lrs, Mason aeeompanied the family to 
town ; and tney resoWed to speak to 
Gourteney about their ehild. Aeeord- 
ingly, when he next ealled at the farm, 
aPier many pardonsandentreaties that he 
would not be oATended at the liberty they 

were 



THE HYPOCRITE. 221 

were takingy they besought him to have 
the goodness sometimes to inquire how 
Susan was going on^ and to eontinue to 
lend her some of those good books whieh 
be had brought Tor her and her sister. 

Gourteney, with a serious eouotenanee, 
and an air oP pious solemnity^ assured 
them that he would wateh over Susaa 
as mueh as lay in his power^ and eaution 
her against all the artifices of the towns- 
men, whom he affirmed were ever on the 
' look-oul for the young and artless. The 
parents of Susan felt fresh comfort by 
this assuranee from so worthy^ so good a 
man; and Susan herself found her spirits 
revive, as the day approaehed whieh was 
destined for the removal of the family at 
the Gastle. 

Lady Wilmington wished to be in town 
before the birthday, as she had promised^ 
before the fatal aeeident whieh deprived 
her of her beloved nieee, to present a 
relation of the late marquis on that day. 
Lord Mortimer^ who still looked forward 

to 
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to the possibiiity or gainin^ tfae soeiety 
of Deloraine, made no objection; and 
they aeeordingly prepared to set rorward 
on a journey, whieh g^ve birtK to a va<» 
riety of feelinj2fs in;.the hearts of the dit 
ferent tniveUers. 
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